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HISTORY AND AtI:PRECIATI ON
OF ART FROM 13 CENTURY AD
TO 18th CENTURY AD

After thedecline of the powerful ruling dynastiesin different partsof India, there
were hardly any patronsto support alarge scale project of art during 12" Century
A.D. except few constructions of templesin Rgjasthan, Bengal and Orissa. It was
mainly restricted to building fortsand M agbaras by the Mudim rulerswho did not
patronise sculptural art, but thisperiod enriched Indian art with treasure of illus-
trated manuscripts. The manuscripts of thisperiod belonged to different religious
sectslike Hindus, Jainsand Buddhists. Themain centres of theseillustrated manu-
scripts (Punthis) werein Bengal, Gujarat and Bihar. Themanuscriptsweremadein
Benga and Bihar under the patronage of Pala dynasty and it showsadistinct style
caled” Palastyle’. Ontheother hand Jain religious manuscriptswerewritten and
illustrated in Gujarat. These Punthis’ or manuscriptsaredoneonpamleaf. The
scriptsarewrittenin beautiful calligraphic art leaving somespacefor illustration.

Templearchitecturewasa so devel opedin somepartsof Indiainthisperiod. Among
these, themarbletemple complex of Dilwaraat M ount Abu and terracottatemples
of Benga and Orissaarevery beautiful.

Rajput paintingsand Mughal paintingsflourished from the 16" Century A.D. to
19" Century A.D. The Rajput paintingswere combination of folk paintingsand
Ajantapaintingswhile Mughal paintingswere combination of Persian and Rgjput
painting. After the 18" Century, Indian art started to decline.

OBJECTIVES

After studying thislesson, thelearner will be ableto:-
e describetheart sceneof Indiaduring 12 Century A.D. to 18" Century A.D;
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writethereasonsfor thedeclineof Indian art;
explainthemanuscript illustration of thisperiod;
describe one of the most important Rajput schoolsof paintings,

write on terracottaand terracottatemples.

3.1 SRINGAR

TITLE-SRINGAR

Syle —  Gulerschool
Peiod -  18"CenturyA.D.
Artis - unknown

Medium —  Tempera

Guler wasasmall state near K angravalley and one of themost important centres
of the Pahari School of paintings. Thisstyleflourished between 1450A.D. to
1780A.D. under thedifferent rulersof thiskingdom. Guler miniaturewent through
different stagesof development under theinfluence of Folk art to M ughal minia-
turestyle. TheGuler painting reached its maturity inthe 18" Century A.D. Ac-
cording to somescholars, thePahari School haditsoriginin Guler whichinflu-
enced many other Pahari SchoolslikeK angra. Guler paintingsare characterised
by genuineromanticism of themyth of Krishnaand Radhawhichisstill aliving
symbol of divinelove. Storiesof Ramayana and M ahabhar ata were a so used
asthethemesof Guler paintingsaong with royal portraitsand court scenes. The
painting“ Sringar” isatypica Raj put paintingwith such atheme.

A brideisbeing adorned for her wedding. Thefiguresare placed in perfect har-
mony and balance againgt an architectura setting. A maidispreparing sanda paste
intheforeground. Another womanistying an anklet on thefoot of thebride. There
aretwo standing figures. Oneisholding amirror and other oneismaking agarland
of flowers. A lady isbusy in combing the brides hair with an assistant. An elderly
woman issupervising thewholeprocedure.

Thepainter’smastery ininfusing the essence of shynessand eleganceintheposture
of thebrideisnoteworthy. Theexquisitefaces, graceful attitudesand soft harmony
of coloursare characteristicsof Guler school.

EI INTEXT QUESTIONS3.1

1. Nametheplacesof originof Pahari painting.
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2. Whatismost favouritethemesof Guler painting ?
3.  What arethetwo figuresin theforeground of painting Sringar doing ?
4. Writeonecharacteristic of Guler Schoal.

3.2 JAIN MINIATURE

Title—Kalpasutra

Artist—unknown

Style—Jain Manuscript painting
Period — 15" Century A.D.
Medium—Temperaon palm lesf.

Jain miniatur e paintingswere developed al over Indiafrom 7" Century A.D.
and reached itsmaturity during 10" Century A.D. and 15" Century A.D. Jain scrip-
tureslike* KalkacharyaKatha” and“Kalpasutra” areillustrated withimages
of TirthankaraslikePar svnath, Neminath, Rishabhnath and others.

Most of the Jain miniatureswere done during 10" Century A.D. Theimportant
centres of these paintingswere Punjab, Bengal, Orissa, Gujarat and Rgjasthan.

These manuscriptsare mainly made of palm leaf. Sothe paintingsarealso doneon
it dongwiththescripts. The coloursare madefromlocaly available pigments. Red
and yellow are the most predominant shades along with gold and silver colours.
Thehuman figures show some specid characteristicsin these paintings. Thefaces
arein profile showing both theeyesin frontal view. Thusoneof theeyeshasgone
beyond the outline of theface. Thetorsoes of thefiguresarealsoinfrontal pose.
Interestingly femalefiguresshow lot of ornamentsand jewelleriesonthem. Lines
aregivenamost emphasisinthese paintings.

Hereisapaintingfrom* Kalpasutra”, aJain book of rituals. The composition of
thispainting spaceisdivided into few squaresand rectangles. Thefiguresof men,
women and animal s are set against red background. Each segment of format is
outlined with yellow colour. Each segment narrates different sequence of story of
Kalpasutra. Thegold and ultramarine are derived from gemstones. The styleisfull
of folk elementslikeflatness of theform, stereotyped expression and lack of per-
spective. In spite of that theartist'sobservation of architectural patternsand textile
designisvery interesting.

Thefluent linesfor contour and use of decorative dots enhancethe beauty of this
painting.
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_I INTEXT QUESTIONS3.2

Whendid Jain miniatur e paintingsdevelop?
What aretheillustrationsin Jain miniatur es?
Namethe predominant coloursin aJain miniatur epainting.

A 0w D P

What arethe special charactersof human figuresin these paintings?

3.3RASLILA

Title—Bishnupur Terracottas.

Artist—unknown

Site—PanchmuraTemple, Bishnupur, West Bengal
Period—Around 17" Century A.D.
Medium—TerracottaTiles

Bishnupur isasmall towninwest Benga. Onceit wasthecapital of theKingdom
inthe Bankuradistrict. There are many small templeswhich are decorated with
terracottatiles. Thisterracottaart reflectsvarious cultural and religious currents of
18" and 19" Century A.D. Most of thetemples are dedicated either to Shivaor
Vishnu. Thetheme of theseterracottatilesreflect divergent religioustraditions.
Figuresof Shiva - Durgaand Radha - Krishna are seen along with characters
from Ramayanaand M ahabhar ata.

Theartist took keen interest to depict the contemporary social lifeaswell. They
represent various subjectsrel ating to human, animal and birdlife.

Thetemplearchitectureisbased onthe design of Bengali thatched hut typeinsingle
or doublestoreyes. Thewallsare decorated with small piecesof terracottatilesby
sticking them onthewall with mortar. Theseclay tilesare madefrom mould almost
likeclay bricks. Theseareburnt to makeit permanent in theform of terracotta.

Radlilaisacelebration of divinelove of Radha and Krishnawith their friends
Gopisand Gopiyan. Thisbeautiful panel iscomposed of three concentric circles
withinasguare space. Themiddlecirdeisoccupied by thefiguresof RadhaKrishna
along with aGopi, other two circles show rowsof figures holding each other’s
hands. Thefour cornersof the square are decorated with human figures, animal
figuresand birds.

E] INTEXT QUESTIONS3.3

1. WhereisBishnupur?
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How arethetemplesof Bishnupur decorated?
3.  What dothefiguresshow intheseworksof terracotta?
4. Mentiontheperiod of development of thisstyle.

@F’;‘j WHAT YOUHAVE LEARNT

Lack of patronsdefinitely affectsthe growth of art, but it cannot diminishthecre-
ativity inanartist. Theart scenein Indiafrom 12" Century A.D. to 18" Century
A.D. provesthis. Therewerelotsof changesintheart styleof thisperiod. Paintings
becamesmal inszeliketheJain, Buddhist and Hindu illustr ated manuscripts.
TheRaj put and M ughal paintingsareaso small informat. In spiteof itsreduced
Size, the aesthetic and technical quality are of very high standard.

Besidesminiature paintings, relief worksin terracottabecamevery popular inthe
eastern part of India, particularly in\West Bengal. Many templeswere decorated
withthesetiles.

gl TERMINAL EXERCISE

Tracethedevel opment of art after 12" Century A.D. inIndia.

2. What isterracotta? Describe atemplewhich isembellished with terracotta
tiles

3. Writeanoteon aselected school of miniature painting of India.

4. What arethemain characteristicsof Jain miniatur epainting?

ANSWERSTO INTEXT QUESTIONS

(o) Guler
2.  (a) Radhakrishna(c) Ramayana
3. (b) Tyingtheanklet and Pasting sandalwood
4. Theexquisteforces, graceful attitudes.
32 1. 7thC.A.D., during 10thC.A.D.to15thC.A.D.

2. Imagesof TirthankaraslikePar shavanath, Neminath, Rishabhnath
etc.
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Red, ydlow, gold, slver

4. Thefacesaretheprofile, eyesinfrontal view, oneof theeyesgo beyond
theoutlineof theface.

33 1. WestBengd

2. Decorated withterracottatiles

3. Figuresof Shiva-Durga, Radha-Krishnaand storiesof Ramayana
and M ahabhar ata.

4. 17th,18thC.A.D.

GLOSSARY

e Manuscript — Books, Documents, etc. arewritten by hand.

e Ajanta — Buddhist cavesin Maharashtra. Famousfor wall paint-
ingsand scul ptures dated 2nd Century A.D. to 6" Cen-
tury A.D.

e Tempera — Atechniqueof water colour inwhichwhiteismixed.

e Jan — Avreligion preached mainly by M ahaviraand other
Tirthankaras.

® Treasure —  Wedth

e Calligraphy — Style of handwriting. Pahari school of painting —
Miniaturepanting
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