Invitation for Research Proposals

National Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS)

The National Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS), the world’s largest open schooling system, is
committed to maintaining high standards of learning in Distance Education and Open Schools
across India. To achieve this, NIOS undertakes regular Research & Evaluation activities. To
further strengthen its research endeavors, NIOS invites research proposals from both internal and
external organizations.

Research Areas
NIOS encourages research in the following areas specific to Open and Distance Learning:
1. Theoretical Foundations

This area focuses on the theoretical underpinnings of ODL. Research might explore the
application of various teaching and learning theories in ODL contexts, such as behaviorism,
constructivism, and social learning theories. Additionally, studies can investigate andragogy,
which focuses on adult learning principles and their relevance to ODL. Another key
theoretical approach is connectivism, which examines how technology and networks
influence learning and knowledge creation in ODL environments.

2. Pedagogical Approaches

This area focuses on researching different pedagogical approaches that can be applied in
ODL, such as collaborative learning, self-directed learning, and blended learning models.
The research might also explore teaching strategies tailored for diverse learner groups within
ODL, aiming to understand how these approaches can be effectively implemented to enhance
learning outcomes.

3. Policy and Governance

This research area involves exploring the policies and governance structures that support and
regulate ODL institutions. Research might include the analysis of accreditation processes,
regulatory frameworks, and ethical considerations in ODL. Studies can also examine issues
related to the funding and sustainability of ODL programs, ensuring that they can continue to
meet the needs of learners over time.



4. Equitable and Accessible Distance Education

Research in this area focuses on identifying and addressing barriers to access in ODL,
particularly for marginalized, persons with special needs and underrepresented groups.
Studies might explore the impact of gender, socioeconomic status, and cultural factors on
access to ODL, and propose strategies to increase accessibility. The goal is to ensure that
ODL is inclusive and provides equitable opportunities for all learners.

5. Instructional Design and Development

This area focuses on exploring innovative approaches to designing curriculum for distance
learning, including online courses and programs that cater to diverse learner needs. Research
can delve into the effectiveness of various instructional strategies and technologies in
enhancing learning outcomes within ODL settings. Additionally, studies can investigate the
creation and integration of multimedia content, such as videos and simulations, to engage
learners and accommodate different learning styles.

6. Technology in ODL

The role of technology in enhancing the delivery and effectiveness of ODL can be an
important research area. This includes examining the use of e-learning platforms and
Learning Management Systems (LMS), as well as the potential of mobile learning
(m-learning) to reach a broader audience. Additionally, studies might investigate the use of
artificial intelligence (Al) and adaptive learning technologies, as well as the impact of virtual
and augmented reality on the learning experience in ODL.

7. Learner Support Services

This research area investigates the various academic and non-academic support services
necessary for ODL learners, such as academic advising, tutoring, counseling, and mentoring.
Studies may focus on strategies to improve learner retention and reduce dropout rates, while
also examining the role of accessibility and inclusivity in providing support services in ODL
environments. The goal is to understand how to create a supportive and conducive learning
environment for all students.

8. Learner Characteristics and Behavior
This area involves researching the characteristics and behaviors of ODL learners, including

demographics, motivation, learning styles, and satisfaction. Studies may also investigate how
social presence and interaction in ODL environments affect learner experiences and



outcomes. Understanding these factors can help in designing more effective and personalized
learning experiences.

9. Assessment and Evaluation

Research in this area involves examining formative and summative assessment methods that
are suitable for ODL environments, alongside developing and evaluating online assessment
tools. The focus can also include evaluating the effectiveness of these methods in measuring
learning outcomes and ensuring quality assurance in ODL programs. Researchers may also
explore innovative assessment techniques that cater to the unique needs of distance learners.

10. Globalization and ODL

Research in this area may examine the impact of globalization on ODL, including the trends
and challenges associated with cross-border education and international collaboration.
Studies might explore differences in ODL practices worldwide and how these differences
influence curriculum design and delivery. The goal is to understand how globalization shapes
the future of ODL.

11. Organizational and Administrative Issues

This research area focuses on the management and administration of ODL institutions.
Topics might include staff training and development, cost-effectiveness of ODL programs,
and marketing and outreach strategies. Researchers may also explore how institutions can
effectively manage the unique challenges associated with delivering education through ODL.

Although the above are broad research areas that are not isolated, they can be interconnected. In
addition, proposals on other topics specific to open schooling, as well as those related to open
and distance education in general, will also be considered.

*More research areas can be explored in the Guidelines for Scheme of Grant-in-Aid for Research
Projects in Open Schooling (GRPOS), available at
https://www.nios.ac.in/about-us/research-development-cell.aspx

**All the research proposals should also be aligned with NEP-2020

Access Guidelines for Scheme of Grant-in-Aid for Research Projects

in Open Schooling (GRPOS)



https://www.nios.ac.in/about-us/research-development-cell.aspx

Eligibility

e Internal (NIOS): Faculty members of NIOS headquarter and Regional Centres are
eligible to submit proposals.
e External Organizations: Universities, research institutions, NGOs, and other relevant

organizations can submit proposals.

Proposal Guidelines

For detailed guidelines, the Scheme of Grant-in-Aid for Research Projects in Open Schooling

(GRPOS) can be accessed at https://www.nios.ac.in/about-us/research-development-cell.aspx

Access Guidelines for Scheme of Grant-in-Aid for Research Projects

in Open Schooling (GRPOS)

Selection Process
Proposals will be evaluated by the Research Advisory Committee (RAC) based on the Relevance
to NIOS's objectives; Research methodology and design; Feasibility and budget; and Expected
outcomes and impact.

Grant-in-Aid

Selected proposals may be eligible for grant-in-aid. The amount of grant will depend on the
project budget and the evaluation of the proposal.

Submission of Proposals

Proposals should be submitted in the prescribed format which can be accessed at
https://www.nios.ac.in/about-us/research-development-cell.aspx

The last date for submission of proposals is: 30 April 2025

Contact Information

Proposals may be submitted to: reo@nios.ac.in
For any inquiries or clarifications, please contact: Research & Evaluation Officer, Academic
Dept., NIOS, Tele. No.: 0120-4626931
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