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SPREAD OF INDIAN CULTURE
ABROAD

y other way they can. But do you know peopletravelled long distancesevenin

those dayswhen there were no trains or aeroplanesin India. Indiahad beenin
contact with the outside world commercially right from about the middle of thethird
millennium B.C. Eventhough Indiaissurrounded by seaonthreesidesand theHima ayan
inthenorth but that did not stop Indiansfrom interacting with therest of theworld. Infact
they travelled far and wideand | eft their cultural footprintswherever they went. Inreturn
they aso brought homeideas, impressions, customsand traditionsfrom thesedistant lands.
However, themost remarkabl e aspect of thiscontact hasbeen the spread of Indian culture
and civilizationinvarious parts of theworld, especially Central Asia, South East Asia,
China, Japan, Korea etc. What is most remarkable of this spread isthat it was not a
spread by means of conquest or threat to life of anindividual or society but by means of
voluntary acceptanceof cultural and spiritual valuesof India Inthislessonweshal find out
how Indian culture spread to other countriesand theimpact it had onthese countries. This
lesson a'so bringsforward the beautiful ideathat peace and friendship with other nations,
other societies, other reigionsand other cultureshd p our livesand makeit moremeaningful.

0 e

After reading thislesson youwill beableto:

F'ple have started travelling alot today. They go by road, by air, by sea, by rail and

e explain various modes through which Indian culture spread abroad;

e identify thetrade routesthrough which traderswent and becamethefirst cultural
ambassador sto spread Indian culture;
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e explaintherole of ancient universities, teachers and missionariesin the spread
of Indian culture;

e tracethespread of Indian culturein East Asia and the Southeast Asian countries;
e describeIndia’straderelations with the Roman empire;

e discussthe spread of Buddhismin many countries asareligion of peace;

e examinetheimpact of Sanskrit language on the language and literature of these
countries,

e give an account of the popularity of Indian Epics, Indian Philosophy, Indian
modes of administration and law in these countries;

¢ illustratethe shared heritagein theformof hugetemples, scul pturesand paintings
produced over the centuriesin these countries; and

e describelndia’s cultural interaction with the Arab civilization.

21.1 SPREAD OF INDIAN CULTURE THROUGH TRADERS,
TEACHERS, EMISSARIES AND MISSIONARIES

Inancient times, tradersfrom Indiawent to distant landsin search of new opportunitiesin
business. They went to Romeinthewest and Chinaintheeast. Asearly asthefirst century
BC, they travelled to countrieslike Indonesiaand Cambodiain search of gold. They
travelled especially to theidandsof Java, Sumatraand Malaya. Thisisthereason why
these countrieswere called Suvarnadvipa (suvarna meansgold and dvipa meansidand).
Thesetraderstravelled from many flourishing citieslike Kashi, Mathura, Ujjain, Prayag
and Pataliputraand from port citiesontheeast coast like Mama lapuram, Tamrdipti, Puri,
and Kaveripattanam. Thekingdom of Kalingahad traderelationswith Sri Lankaduring
thetime of Emperor Ashoka. Wherever thetraderswent, they established cultural links
with those places. Inthisway, the traders served as cultural ambassadors and established
traderedationswith the outsdeworld.

Liketheeast coast, many cultural establishmentshave also been found on and near the
west coast. Karle, Bhaja, Kanheri, Ajantaand Elloraare counted among thewel | known
places. Most of these centres are Buddhist monastic establishments.

Theuniversitieswere the most important centresof cultural interaction. They attracted
large numbersof studentsand scholars. The scholars coming from abroad often visited the
library of NalandaUniversity which was said to be aseven storey building. Studentsand
teachersfrom such universitiescarried Indian culture abroad d ong with itsknowledgeand
religion. The Chinesepilgrim Huien-tsang hasgiven ampleinformation about theuniversities
hevisitedinIndia. For example, Huien-tsang describes his stay at two very important
universities— oneinthe east, Nalandaand the other inthewest, Valabhi.
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Vikramashilawasanother university that was situated on theright bank of the Ganges. The
Tibetan scholar Taranathahas given itsdescription. Teachersand scholarsof thisuniversity
were so famousthat the Tibetan king is stated to have sent amission toinvite the head of
theuniversity to promoteinterest in common culture and indigenouswisdom.

Another university was Odantapuri in Bihar which grew in stature under the patronage of
the Palakings. A number of Monksmigrated fromthisuniversity and settled in Tibet.

Two Indian teacherswent to Chinaon an invitation from the Chinese Emperor inAD 67.
Their names are Kashyapa Martangaand Dharmarakshita. They werefollowcd by a
number of teachersfrom universitieslike Nalanda, Takshila, Vikramashilaand Odantapuri.
When AcharyaKumarajivawent to China, the king requested him to trand ate Sanskrit
textsinto Chinese. The scholar Bodhidharma, who specidised inthe philosophy of Yogais
still venerated in Chinaand Japan.

AcharyaK amalashed of NalandaUniversity wasinvited by theking of Tibet. After his
death, the Tibetans emba med hisbody and kept it inamonastery in Lhasa.

Another distinguished scholar was Jnanabhadra. Hewent to Tibet with histwo sonsto
preach Dharma A monastery wasfounded in Tibet onthemode of Odantapuri University
inBihar.

Thehead of the VikramashilaUniversity wasAcharyaAteesha, d so known asDipankara
Shregjnana. He went to Tibet in the eleventh century and gave astrong foundation to
Buddhismin Tibet. Thonmi Sambhota, a Tibetan minister wasastudent at Nalandawhen
the Chinese pilgrim Huien-tsang visited India. Thonmi Sambhotastudied there and after
going back, he preached Buddhism in Tibet. A large number of Tibetans embraced
Buddhism. Even theking becameaBuddhist. He declared Buddhism asthe Statereligion.
Among the noteworthy teachers, Kumargivawasactivein thefifth century.

21.2 SPREAD OF INDIAN CULTURE THROUGH OTHER
MODES

Romasor Gypsies Some groups of Indians went abroad as wanderers. They called
themselves Romas and their language was Romani, but in Europethey arefamousas
Gypsies. They went towardstheWest, crossing the present-day Pakistan and Afghanistan.
Fromthere, their caravanswent through Iran and Irag to Turkey. Traveling through Persia,
Taurus mountainsand Constantinopl e, they spread to many countries of Europe. Today
they livein Greece, Bulgaria, Statesof former Yugodavia, Romania, Hungary, the Czech
and Slovak Republics, Russia, Poland, Switzerland, France, Sweden, Denmark and
England. It took them almost four hundred yearsto spread to these countries. By that
time, though they had forgotten their original home, they didretainther language, customs,
waysof living, andtheir professions.
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The Romas are known for their dance and music aswell. It is said that every Roma

musicianisasplendid arti<.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 21.1

Notes
1. Who spread our culture abroad?

2. Whichtwounivergtiesdid Chinesepilgrim Huien—tsang visit?

3. NametheTibetan scholar who gaveadescription of VikramashilaUniversity?

4. Who werethetwo teacherswho visited Chinaduring AD 677?

5. Why didAcharyaKumargjivagoto China?

6. Whowere Gypsiesinancient times?

21.3 INDIAN CULTURE IN CENTRAL ASIA

From the 2 century B.C. onwards | ndiamaintained commercial contact with China,
Central Asia, West Asiaand the Roman empire. Central Asiaisalandmass bound by
China, Russig, Tibet, Indiaand Afghanistan. Tradersto and from Chinaregularly crossed
theregion despite hardships. Theroute, that was opened by them, later becamefamousas
the Silk Route. Theroute was so named because silk was one of the chief mercantile
commoditiesof China. Inlater times, the same route was used by scholars monksand
missionaries. Theroute served asagreat channel for thetransmission of culturesof the
then knownworld. Theimpact of Indian culturewasfelt strongly in Central Asia.

Among thekingdomsof Central Asia, Kuchi wasavery important and flourishing centre
of thelndian culture. It wasthe kingdom wherethe Silk Route bifurcatesand meetsat the
Dun-huang cavesin Chinaagain. Thus, thereisthe Northern and the Southern Silk Route.
The Northern route goesvia Samarkand, Kashgarh, Tumshuk, Aksu, Karashahr, Turfan
and Hami and the Southern route via Yarkand, Khotan, Keriya, Cherchen and Miran.
Many Chineseand Indian scholarstravelled through these routesin search of wisdomand
to propagate the philosophy of Buddhism.
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Cultural exchangesthat took place between I ndiaand the countries of Central Asiaare
visblefrom thediscoveriesof ancient stupas, temples, monasteries, imagesand paintings
foundin all these countries. Along the route there wereresting placesfor Monksand
Missionaries, for pilgrimsand merchantsand later these becamefamous centresof Buddhist
learning. Silk and jade, horses and val uables changed hands, but the most | asting treasure
that travelled a ong the route was Buddhism. Thus, thetraderoutetransmitted religion and
philosophy, ideas and beliefs, languagesand literature, and art and culture.

Khotan was one of the most important outposts. It was on the Southern Silk Route.

Thehistory of cultural relationship between Indiaand the kingdom goesback to over two
millennia Khotan wasfamousfor itsslk indugtry, dance, music, literary pursuits, commercid
activitiesand for gold and jade exports.

Thehigtory of theIndo-K hotaneserel ationshipiswitnessed by acontinuousflow of teachers
and monksfrom Indiato Khotan. Coinsfound from thefirst century AD bear engravings
in Chineseon the obverseand Prakrit in Kharosthi script on thereverse providing evidence
of acomposite culturein Khotan. A large number of Sanskrit manuscripts, trandationsand
transcriptionsof Buddhist textsin Sanskrit were discovered from themonasteriesburied
insand.

21.4 INDIAN CULTURE IN EAST ASIA

China

The contact between Indiaand Chinabegan around the 2™ Century B.C. Indian culture
first entered Chinawith two monk scholars—K ashyapaMartangaand Dharmarakshita
whowent to ChinainAD 67 ontheinvitation of the Chinese Emperor Ming Ti.

After KashyapaMartangaand Dharmarakshita, therewasacontinuousflow of scholars
fromIndiato Chinaand from Chinato India. The Chinesewereahighly cultured people.
They listened to thethrilling stories of the Buddhawith great attention. The Chinesewho
camein search of wisdom wrote about Indiaand the Indian culture to such an extent that
today they arethe most important sourcesof Indian history. Prominent teachersfromthe
Indian Universities and monasteries became famousin China. For example, ascholar
named Bodhidharmawent to Chinafrom Kanchipuram. Hewent to Nalanda, studied
thereand I eft for China. He carried the philosophy of Yogawith him and popularized the
practiceof ‘dhyana’, (meditation), whichwaslater knownin Chinaasch’an. Bodhidharma
became such an eminent figurethat people began to worship himin Chinaand Japan.

The Buddhists philosophy appeal ed to the Chineseintellectua sbecause they aready had
adeve oped philosophica school in Confucianism.
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Inthefourth century AD Wei Dynasty cameto power in China. Itsfirst Emperor declared
Buddhism asthe staterdligion. Thisgaveanimpetusto the spread of Buddhismin China
Thousands of Sanskrit booksweretrandated into Chinese. Braving the hazardsof along
and perilousjourney they cameto visit theland of the Buddha. They stayed in Indiaand
collected Buddhist relicsand manuscriptsrel ated to Buddhismand learnt about it staying
at thevariouseducational centres.

With the spread of Buddhism, Chinabegan to build cave templesand monastic complexes
onalargescale. Colossal imageswere carved on therocksand caveswere beautifully
painted from theinsde. Dun-huang, Yun-kang and L ung-men areamong themost famous
cave complexesintheworld. Indian influencesare quite evident on these complexes.

Thetwo way traffic of scholarsand monkswasresponsiblefor cultural contactsand
exchangeof idess.

Korea

Koreaissituated on the Northeast of China. Koreareceived Indian cultural elements
through China. Sundo wasthefirst Buddhist Monk who entered K oreg, carrying aBuddha
imageand sutrasin AD 352. Hewasfollowed by AcharyaMallananda, who reached
therein AD 384. InAD 404, an Indian monk built two templesinthe Pyongyang city in
Korea. Hewasfollowed by anumber of teachersfrom India. They brought philosophy,
religion, theart of making images, painting, and metallurgy. Many scholarscameto India
from Koreain search of knowledge. They weretrainedin astronomy, astrology, medicine
and in several other fields of knowledge. Monasteries and templ es acted as centres of
devotionandlearning all over Korea. A large number of Buddhist textsweretrandated
there.

The philosophy of ‘ dhyana yoga’ reached Koreain the eighth to ninth century AD. The
kingsand queens, princesand ministers, even warriorsbegan to practiseyogato bebrave
and fearless. Out of devotionto wisdom, Buddhist textswere printed by the Koreansin
six thousand volumes. Indian scripts had al so reached K orea by than.

Japan

Thestory of Indian culturein Japanisbelieved to go back to more than fifteen hundred
years. But theearliest historical evidenceof Indian culture going to JapanisfromAD 552.
At that time, the Korean Emperor sent aBuddhi st statue, sutras, instrumentsfor worship,
artists, sculptors, paintersand architectsasgiftsfor the Japanese Emperor.

Soon, Buddhismwasgiven the status of State Religion. Thousands of Japanese became
monksand nuns.

Sanskrit was accepted asthe sacred languagein Japan. Monkswere given specia training
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to writethe Sanskrit syllablesand mantras. The script inwhich all thesearewrittenis
known as ‘ Shittan’. Shittan is believed to be Siddham, the script that gives ‘ siddhi’
(accomplishment).

Eventoday, thereisakeen desireamong the Japanese scholarsto learn Sanskrit. Asthe
language of Buddhist scriptures, itisacementing force between Indiaand Japan. Buddhist
sutras, trand ated into Chinese, were brought to Japan during thetimeof Prince Shotokutai shi
intheseventh century, who washighly impressed by their philosophy.

Tibet

Tibet is situated on a plateau to the north of the Himalayas. The people of Tibet are
Buddhigts. The Tibetan king Naradevaisbeieved to have sent hisminister Thonmi Sambhot
accompanied by sixteen outstanding scholarsto Magadhawherethey studied under Indian
teachers. After sometime, Thonmi Sambhot went to Kashmir. It issaid that hedevised a
new script for Tibet in the seventh century on the basis of 1ndian a phabets of the Brahmi
script. Till today, the same script isbeing used in Tibet. It aso influenced the scripts of
Mongoliaand Manchuria.

It seems Thonmi Sambhot carried with him anumber of booksfrom India. On going back
to Tibet, he wrote a new grammar for the Tibetans which is said to be based on the
Sanskrit grammar written by Panini. Theking wasso attracted to theliterature brought by
him that he devoted four yearsto study them. Helaid thefoundation for thetrand ation of
Sanskrit booksinto Tibetan. Asaresult, from seventh to seventeenth century, therewere
continuouseffort on trand ation. According to thistradition, ninety-six thousand Sanskrit
booksweretrand ated into Tibetan.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 21.2

1. Why wastherouteto Chinanamed assilk route?

2. WhereisKuchi?Why isit famous?

3. Wherewerethe coinsof thefirst century AD bearing engraving in Chinese onthe
obverseand Prakrit in Kharosthi script on thereverse discovered?

4. What are Dun-huang, Yun-kang and Lung-men?

5. Whendidthe philosophy of ‘ dhyanayoga reach Korea?
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6. How did Indian culturereach Japan? ulture Abroa

7. What isknown as Shittanin Japan?

8. How many books of Sanskrit language got translated into Tibetan during seventh §=5ias —

century to seventeenth century AD?

21.5 INDIAN CULTURE IN SRI LANKA AND SOUTHEAST
ASA

SriLanka

Youmight haveread thegresat epic caled Ramayanainwhich Lord Rama, King of Ayodhya
goesto Sri Lankato bring back Sita. It is possible that the Lanka of that time and Sri
Lankamight bedifferent places. King Ashokamade gresat effortsto propagate Buddhism
outsideIndia. He sent hisson Mahendraand daughter Sanghamitrato Sri Lankato spread
the message of the Buddha. A number of other scholarsalso joined them. It issaid that
they carried acutting of the Bodhi tree from Bodhgayawhich was planted there. At that
time DevanampiyaTissawastheking of Sri Lanka. Theteachingsof the Buddhawere
transmitted orally by the people who had gonefrom India. For around two hundred years,
the peopleof Sri Lankapreserved therecitation of Buddhist scripturesastransmitted by
Mahendra. Thefirst monasteriesbuilt thereare Mahavihar and Abhayagiri.

Sri Lankabecame a stronghold of Buddhism and continuesto be so even today. Pali
becametheir literary language. Buddhism played animportant rolein shaping Sri Lankan
culture. The Dipavansaand Mahavamsaarewell known Sri Lankan Buddhi st sources.

With Buddhism, Indian Art formsal so reached Sri Lanka, wherethethemes, stylesand
techniquesof paintings, dance, folkloresand art and architectureweretaken from India.
Themost renowned paintingsof Sri Lankaarefound inthe cave-shelter monasteriesat
Sigiriya. King Kashyap isbelieved to have converted it into afortified placeinthefifth
century AD. Figurespainted inthe caveareintheAmaravati styleof India

Myanmar

Peopleand culture of Indiabegan to reach Myanmar inthe beginning of the Christian era
Myanmar issituated on therouteto China. People coming from the port townsof Amaravati
and Tamralipti often settled downin Myanmar after the second century AD. Thepeople
who had migrated included traders, brahmins, artists, craftsmen and others.
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In Burma, Paganwasagreat centre of Buddhist culturefrom the eleventhto thethirteenth
century. Itisstill famousfor itsmagnificent Pagodas. King Aniruddhawasagrest builder
who built Shwezegon Pagodaand about athousand other temples. They also developed
their own Pali language and trand ated both Buddhist and Hindu scripturesintheir version
of Pdli.

Indian traditionswere quite strong at the Burmese court. Up to the recent timesthe court
astrologers, soothsayersand professorswere known to be brahminscalled ponnas. Most
of them werebelieved to befrom Manipur. Punditsweresaid to bevery active. They were
also known for their knowledge of science, medicine, and astrol ogy.

Thailand

Till theyear 1939, Thailand wascaled Siam, itsoriginal name. Indian cultura influences
begantoreachthereinthefirst century AD. It wasfirst carried by Indiantraders, followed
by teachersand missionaries. The Thai kingdomswere given Sanskrit names such as
Dwaravati, Shrivijay, Sukhodayaand Ayutthiya. The namesof their citiesalsoindicatea
strong cultural interflow. For example, Kanchanaburi isfrom Kanchanapuri, Rajburi is
from Rajpuri, Lobpuri isLavapuri, and namesof the citieslike Prachinaburi, Singhaburi
are all derived from Sanskrit. Even the names of the streetslike Rgjaram, Ragjgjrani,
Mahgjayaand Cakravamsharemind usof the popularity of the Ramayana.

Brahminical images and Buddhist temples began to be constructed in third and fourth
century AD. Theearliest imagesfound from Thailand arethose of Lord Vishnu.

At different pointsof time, the Thai kingdom was shifted from one placeto another. At
every placeanumber of templeswerebuilt. Ayutthiya (Ayodhya) isone such placewhere
large number of templesstill stand though today most of thetemplesthereareinruins.
Therearefour hundred templesin Bangkok, the present capital of Thailand.

Cambodia

Thefamouskingdomsof Champa (Annam) and Kamhuja(Cambodia) wereruled by the
kingsof Indian origins. The history of deep-rooted cultural relationship between Indiaand
Cambodiagoesback tothefirst and second centuriesAD. In Kambuja, Kaundinyadynasty
of Indian origin ruled fromthefirst century A.D. We can reconstruct their history from
numerous Sanskrit inscriptionsand from literary works. We can al so seetheir splendour
fromthemagnificent temples.

Cambodians constructed huge monuments and embellished them with scul ptural
representationsof Shiva, Vishnu. Buddhaand other divinitiesfrom Indian Epicsand the
Puranas. The episodes from these texts were chosen by the kingsto symbolise great
historica events. Sanskrit remained their languagefor administration till the fourteenth
century.
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Their kingsbore Sanskrit names. Brahminsassumed the highest position. Thegovernment
was run according to the Hindu polity and Brahminical jurisprudence. Ashramswere
maintained intemplevicinitiesas seatsof learning. A large number of locditiesweregiven
Indian nameslike Tamrapura, Dhruvapuraand Vikramapura. The nameof monthsinther
language are known as chet, bisak, jes, asadh and so on. In fact, thousands of such
wordsaredtill inusewithadight variationin pronunciation.

Angkor Vat is supposed to be the abode of Vishnu, that is, Vaikunthadhama. Itsfive
towersare said to be thefive peaks of the Sumeru mountain. Theking Suryavarmanis
portrayed thereasan incarnation of Vishnuwho had attained aplacein heaven because of
hismeritorious deeds. Thetemple representsasquare mile of construction with abroad
moat running around adding to its spectacular charm. Scenes from Ramayana and
Mahabharataare engraved onthewallsof thistemple. Thelargest among al of themisthe
scéne of Samudra manthan that ischurning of the ocean.

Another grand temple constructed at Yashodharapurain the eleventh century, known as
Baphuon, isembellished by scenesfrom the epics such asthe battle between Ramaand
Ravana, Shivaon mount Kailashawith Parvati and the destruction of Kamadeva.

Vietnam (Champa)

Indian culture was carried to the distant land of Vietnam by anumber of enterprising
tradersand princeswho migrated and established themsel ves as pioneersinthefield of
politicsand economics. They named the citiesthere asIndrapura, Amaravati, Vijaya,
Kautharaand Panduranga.

The people of Champaare caled Cham. They built alarge number of Hindu and Buddhist
temples. The Cham people worshipped Shiva, Ganesha, Saraswati, L akshmi, Parvati,
Buddhaand L okeswara. Imagesof thesedeitiesand Shivaingaswerehousedinthetemples.
Most of thetemplesarein ruin now.

Malaysia

Malaysawasknownto ussinceancient times. Therearereferencesin the Ramayana, the
Jataka stories, Malindapanha, Shilapadikaram, Raghuvamshaand many other works.
Evidence of Shaivism has been discovered in Kedah and in the province of Welledly.
Fema efigurineswith trident have been unearthed. The Head of aNandi madeof granite
gone, arelief of Durgaimage, Ganeshaand Shivlingasbelonging to the seventh and eighth
centurieshave been discovered from varioussites.

Brahmi, initslate form, wasthe script of ancient Malaysia. Tablets of Buddhist texts
writtenin ascript that resemblesold Tamil have been found at Kedah. Sanskrit wasone of
the sourcelanguagesfor them. Till today afairly large number of Sanskrit words can be
seen intheir language, for example, svarga, rasa, guna, dahda, mantri, dhipati, and
laksha. Hanuman and Garudawere known in Maaysiafor their superhuman qualities.
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Sanskritinscriptionsaretheearliest recordsof our cultural relationswithMaaysia. They
arewrittenin Indian script of fourth and fifth centuriesAD. Themost important inscription
isfromLigor. Over fifty templeswerefound around thisplace.

Indonesia

Inthefield of religiousarchitecture, thelargest Shivatemplein Indonesiaissituatedinthe
idand of Java Itiscalled Prambanan. It wasbuilt in theninth century. It hasa Shivatemple
flanked by Vishnu and Brahma temples. Opposite these three temples are temples
constructed for their vahanas. They are Nandi (Bull) for Shiva, Garudafor Vishnu and
Goosefor Brahma. In between the two rows are the templ es dedicated to Durga and
Ganesh, numbering eight in all, surrounded by 240 small temples. It isan example of
wonderful architecture. The storiesof Ramayanaand Krishna, carved onthewallsof the
temple, arethe oldest representationsintheworld.

Sanskrit hymnsarerecited a thetimeof puja. Over five hundred hymns, stotrasdedicated
to Shiva, Brahma, Durga, Ganesha, Buddha, and many other deitieshavebeen discovered
fromBali. Infact Bali isthe only country where Hindu culture flourished and survived.
Today, whiletheentireArchipelago hasaccepted Idam, Bdi till followsHindu cultureand
religion.

A largenumber of scriptura workshavebeenfound from Java. They aremostly writtenon
palm leavesintheir ancient script called Kawi. Kawi script was devised on the basi s of
Brahmi. Some of them contain Sanskrit verses (shlokas) followed by commentary in
Kawi language. Among thetexts on Shaivareligion and philosophy, Bhuvanakoshaisthe
earliest and thelongest text. Thishasfive hundred and twenty five shlokasin Sanskrit. A
commentary iswritten to explainthemeaning.

Perhapsno other regionintheworld hasfelt theimpact of India scultureandreligionas
South East Asa Themost important sourceof study of theremainsof thisculturd intercourse
and impact arethe Sanskrit inscriptionswritten in Indian script. They have beenfound al
over thisregionand astudy of theseinscriptionsand other literature showsthat thelanguage,
literature, religious, political and socia ingtitutionsweregresatly influenced by India. The
Varnasystem and thedivision of society into thefour castesi.e. Brahmins, Kshatriyas,
Vaishyas and Sudraswas known to them. But the systemwasnot asrigid asin India. It
wasmorelikeintheRig Vedic agewherethe society wasdivided onthebas sof profession
and not on thebasisof birth especialy in Bali. Even some of their marriage customsare
amilar.

Themost popular form of amusement wasthe shadow play called Wayung (liketheIndian
puppet shows) where the themes are derived mainly from the epics— Ramayanaand
Mahabharata, till very popular in South EastAsia
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INTEXT QUESTIONS 21.3

1. Namethefirst two monasteriesof Sri Lanka?

Notes
2. How did Buddhismreach Sri Lanka?

3. Whichlanguagebecametheliterary language of Sri Lanka?

4. WhatisAnkor Vat?

5. What arethefivetowersof Ankor Vat called?

6. What isportrayed at theAnkor Vat?Why?

7. What doestheAnkor Vat templerepresent?

8. What isengraved onthewallsof Ankor Vat?

9. Whichisthemost important scene engraved onthewallsof Ankor Vat?

10. What isembellished at Baphuon?

11. Namesomecitiesof Vietnam (Champa) whose name were based on Indian culture?

12. Wherewereevidencesof Shaivisndiscoveredin Malaysa?

13. What are someof theimportant figurinesunearthedin Maaysia?
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14. Which are some of thewords of Sanskrit find placeinthe Malaysian language?

15. Whichisthemostimportant inscription of thefourth and fifth centuriesAD inMdaysia?

16. How many templeswerefound at Ligor?

17. What isPrambanan?

18. What is constructed opposite thethreetemplesof Shiva, Vishnu and Brahma?

19. How many templesarethereinthe Javaidand of Indonesia?

20. Which storieswere carved onthewal Is of thetemplesin Indonesia?

21. What wasdiscovered at Bali in Indonesia?

21.6 CONTACTS BETWEEN INDIA AND THE ARAB
CIVILIZATION

India’slinkswithWest Asia, by land aswell assearoutes, goesback to very ancient times.
Theseties between the two culture zones (theidea of nations had not yet devel oped)
became particularly closewith therise and spread of ISamic civilizationinWest Asia.
About the economic aspects of thisrelationship, we have from about mid-ninth century
AD anumber of accountsby Arab and other travellers, such as Sulaiman, the Merchant,
Al-Masudi, Ibn Haugal, Al Idrig, etc, which attest to afl ourishing commercia exchange
betweentheseareas. Evidencefor avery activeinteractionin the cultural sphere, however,
goes back to the eighth century and earlier.

Thefruitful cultura intercourse between Indiaand West Asaisevident inmany areas. We
shall seeherehow theldamicworld wasenriched asaresult of this. Inthefield of astronomy,
two important works namely the Brahma-sphuta-siddhanta better known to theArab
world as Sndhin and Khandakhadyaka (known as Arkand) were brought to Baghdad
by embassiesfrom Sindh. With the help of Indian scholars of theseembassies, they were
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trandated into Arabic by Alfazari, who probably also assisted Yakub lun Tarik. Later
Aryabhatta sand Varahamihira sworkson astronomy were a so studied and incorporated
intothescientificliterature of theArabs.

Another important contribution of IndiatoArab civilization wasmathematics. TheArabs
acknowledged their debt to Indiaby calling mathematics' hindisa’ (pertaining to India).
Indianmathemdtics, infact, becamether favouritefield of sudy and discussion, itspopul arity
being enhanced by theworksof Alkindi among others. They werequick to appreciatethe
revolutionary character of thelndian decima systemwithitsconcept of zero; acontemporary
Syrian scholar paid glowingtributetoit: ‘1 wish only to say that thiscomputationisdoneby
means of nine signs. If those who believe, because they speak Greek, that they have
reached the limits of science, should know thesethings, they would be convinced that
therearea so otherswho know something”.

A number of Arab sourcesdating back to the tenth and thirteenth centuriesinform usabout
severa Indian workson medicineand therapeuticsthat wererendered into Arabic at the
behest of the Caliph Harun a-Rashid, theruler of Baghdad from AD 786 to 809. Indian
scholarswerea soinvolved in thesetrand ations. For instance, the Sushruta Samhitawas
trandated by anIndiancaled MankhinArabic.

Apart from astronomy, astrology, mathematics, and medicine, Arabsadmired with keen
interest many other aspectsof Indian cultureand civilization aswell. They trandated Indian
workson awidevariety of subjects, but did not remain satisfied with thetrandationsand
went on to work out original compositions based on or derived from thetreatisesthey
trandated. Theother fields of Indian knowledge they studied included works on snake
poison, veterinary art and bookson logic, philosophy, ethics, politicsand science of war.
Intheprocesstheir vocabul ary wasa so enriched considerably. For instance, inthefield of
shipping, of whichthey wererenowned magters, you can easily identify anumber of Arabic
wordsthat had Indian origin: hoorti (asmall boat) from hori, banavi from baniya or
vanik, donij from dongi and so on.

21.7 INDIA’'S CONTACT WITH ROME

It was Southern Indiawhich had the monopoly of the productsthat werein great demand
intheWest. Infact, thefirst three centuriesof the Christian erasaw aprofitable sea-borne
trade with theWest represented mainly by the Roman Empirewhich had becomelndia's
best customer. Thistrade happened mostly in South Indiaand istestified both by literary
textsand findsof Roman coinsspecialy at Coimbatoreand Madural. Itemslike pepper,
betel, spices, scentsand precious stoneslike beryl, gem, diamond, ruby and amethyst,
pearls, ivory, slk and mudinswerein great demand. Thistradewith Romewasbound to
bringingoldto Indiawhich gave her afavourablepositionintrade and established astable
gold currency for the Kushanaempire of those days. The Tamil kings even employed
‘yavanas toguardtheir tentson the battlefield and the gatesof Madurai. Inancient India
theterm‘ yavana’ was used for people belonging to Western Asiaand the M editerranean
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region andincluded Greeksand Romans. Somehigtoriansfed that the'yavana’ bodyguards
might haveincluded Romanlegionaries.

By thistime Kaveripattinam had become avery important centre of foreign trade. At
Kaveripattinam rai sed platforms, godowns and warehousesfor storing goods unl oaded
from shipswere constructed on the beach. These goodswere stamped with the‘ Tiger’
emblem of the Cholasafter payment of customs duty and then passed on to merchants
warehouses (pattinappaal). Close by were* settlementsof Yavanamerchantsand quarters
of foreign traders speaking varioustongues’. They were served by abig bazar whereall
necessary thingswere avail able. Here one could find “ vendors of fragrant pastes and
powders, of flowersand incense; tailorswho worked on silk, wool or cotton; tradersin
sandal, coral, pearl, gold and precious stones; grain merchants; washer men; dealersin
fish and salts; butchers; blacksmiths, carpenters, coppersmiths, goldsmiths; painters,
scul ptors, cobblersand toy-makers. There were al so horses brought to the market from
distant landsbeyond the seas.”

Most of these goodswere gathered for export. According to Fliny, India sexportsincluded
pepper and ginger which fetched apricethat wasahundred times morethan their original
value. Therewas a so ademand for incenses, spicesand aromaticsfrom India. Lavish
consumption of these commoditiestook placein Rome.

Theimportance of tradewith foreignerswas quite high as one can understand from the
number of ambassadorsthat wereeither sent to or received by the Indian kings. A Pandya
king sent an ambassador to Roman Emperor Augustusof thefirst century BC. Ambassadors
werealso sent to Troy after AD 99. Claudius (from Ceylon), Trgan, Antonmis, Puis,
I nstiman and other ambassadors adorned the courts of variousIndian kings.

Thevolume of tradewith Romewas so high that to facilitateits movement, portslike
Sopara, and Barygaza (Broach) cameto bebuilt in thewest coast, whilethe Coromandal
coast inthe east carried ontrade with “ Golden Chersonese (Suvarnabhumi) and Golden
Chyrse(Suvarnadvipa)” . The Cholakingsequipped their portswith lighthouses, exhibiting
blazing lightsat night to guide shipsto ports. At asite called Arikamedu near Pondicherry
specimensof thefamousl|talian pottery known asArretinewith theltalian potter’sstamps
imprinted on them and the fragment of aRoman lamp have also been found.

Thereisevidenceof foreign tradein theAndhraregion aswell. Some of itsportsand
inland townstook part inthistrade. Thus, thetown of Paithana (Pratishthana) shipped
abroad stones, tagara, cotton, mudlin and other textiles. TheAndhraking Yaginasri issued a
raretypeof coinfiguring the ship asthe symbol of the state’s sea-bornetrade.

21.8 THE SHIPS AND FOREIGN TRADE

Trade thus became avery important mode that hel ped in the spread of Indian culture
abroad. Eveninvery ancient timesour shipscould sall acrossthevast open seasand reach
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foreign shoresto establish commercial tieswith severa countries. Theliterature, art and
sculpture of the neighbouring countriesclearly showstheinfluence of Indian cultureand
civilization. Evenin placeslike Surinam and the Caribbean |dandsthat areasfar asthe
American coast, thereisevidence of ancient Indian culture.

Samudra Gupta (AD 340-380) not only had apowerful army but al so had astrong navy.
Someinscriptionsdiscovered inthe Trans-Gangetic Peninsulaand the Md ayaArchipelago
testify to the activities of Indian navigatorsin the Guptaage. Hsuan-tsang, who visited
Indiaduring the reign of Emperor Harsha (AD 606-647), has also written adetailed
description of Indiaduring thosetimes. The Cholarulers had built astrong navy and
conducted raids acrossthe sea.

The Portuguese have noted that some merchantsin Indiaowned as many asfifty ships.
Accordingtothem, it wasausua practicefor the merchantsto havetheir own ships.

Certain objectsbelonging to the Indus Civilization found at various sitesin theWest prove
that thereweretradeand cultura contactswith the Egyptian and Mesopotamian civilizations
inthethird millennium BC. Indiaal so had contactswith ancient Persia, Greeceand Rome
which provided agreat impetusto theexchangeof culturd, religiousand socid idess. This
flourishing trade contact with the Roman Empireis confirmed by the Roman historian Pliny
who deplored thedrain of wealth from Rometo India

21.9 WHAT DID THE INDIANS LEARN FROM THIS
CONTACT

Thelndianslearnt many new thingsfrom theforeignersfor examplesminting of gold coins
from the people of Greeceand Rome. They learnt theart of making silk from China. They
learnt how to grow betel from Indonesia. They established trade contact withtheforeigners.
Theart and culture of thevariouscountriesgot itself reflected over the Indian culture, but
than thiswasreflected in the other countriesalso.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 21.4

1. How oldiseconomicrelationsbetween Indiaand Arab?

2. Namesomeof the prominent travellersof Arab.

3. Namethetwo astronomical worksgiventoArabworld by India
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4. What wasthe contribution of Indiainthefield of mathematicsto theArabs?

5. Whotrandated SushrutaSamhitainto Arabic?

Not . . : .
oLes 6. Atwhose behest, Indian works on medicine and therapeuticswere rendered into

Arabic?

7. What other fields of Indian knowledgewas studied by Arabs?

8. Wherewere Roman coinsfoundinIndia?

9. What werethethingsin great demandinArab?

10. How wasastable gold currency established for the Kushanaempire?

11. WhowereYavanas?

12. What wasthework of Yavanasin ancient India?

13. Wherewere specimensof famous|talian pottery Arretinefoundin India?

14. WhichAndhrakingsissued araretypeof coinfiguring the ship asthe symbol of state’s
seabornetrade?

@— WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNT

e |ndian culture spread to various parts of theworld in ancient timesthrough different
modes.

¢ IndianUniverstieswerefamousfor their sandardsof educationwhich attracted sudents
frommany countries. These studentsacted asagentsfor spreading Indian culture.
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Sanskrit/Buddhist textswere trand ated into different languages. They becamethe
best modesto spread Indian culture.

A large number of monasteriesand templeswere built in all these countrieswhere
Indian cultureand religionreached.

Indian art styleswere adopted by the artists of many countries.

Indian Epicsarefamousin many countries. The Ramayanaand the Mahabharataare
popular Epicsin Southeast Asian countries.

Sri Lankawasthefirst country to embrace Buddhism.
Indian script Brahmi wasthemode for many scriptsin the Southeast Asian countries.

A largenumber of Sanskrit inscriptionsfound inthese countriesarethe magjor sources
for thehistory of Indo-Asian cultural connections.

BuddhismisalivingreigionincountrieslikeBurma, Thalland, Si Lanka, and Cambodia
Animportant contribution of Indiato Arab civilization was mathematics.

:‘ TERMINAL EXERCISE

N o g s~ wDdhPE

What werethe various modesthrough which Indian culture spread abroad?
What wastherol e of theancient universitiesin spreading I ndian culture abroad?
How would Buddhism reach the countries of East Asaasareligion of peace?
Givean account of theIndian culturein Thailand?
Describethereligiousarchitecture of Indonesia?

Briefly describeIndia straderelationswith the Roman Empire.

Ancient Indiahad agreat accessto seaand foreign trade. Discuss.

[]
‘ I ANSWERS TO INTEXT QUESTIONS

211

1.

> W

Traders, teachers, emissariesand missionaries.
Naandaand Valabhi universities.

Taranatha, the Tibetan scholar.
KashyapaMartangaand Dharmarakshita
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Hewent on therequest of the king to get some Sanskrit textstrandated into Chinese.

Peoplewho left Indiaand wandered in Europe or settled there, werethe ambassadors
of Indian culture abroad.

21.2

Notes | 1.

o g~ w

Becausesilk wasthe main mercantile commodity of China.

Kuchi wasin Centrd Asa. It wasafamouscentreof Indian culture. Silk routebifurcated
here.

K hotan an oasiskingdom.
Famous cave complexesof theworld
Intheeghthto ninth century AD

Indian culture reached Japan through Korea. In 552 AD the Korean emperor sent a
Buddhagtatue, sutras, implementsfor worship, artigts, sculptors, painters, and architects
asgiftsfor Japanese emperor.

A scriptinwhich mantrasand syllablesarewrittenin known as shittan.
96,000 Sanskrit books.

19.3

8.
0.

o g~ w

Mahavihar and Abhayagiri

It wasAshokawho sent his son Mahendraand daughter Sanghamitraalong with a
delegationto Sri Lanka. A branch of Bodhi treefrom Bodhgayawas planted here.

Pdi
It issupposed to be the abode of Vishnu.
They arecalled thefive peaksof the Sumeru Mountain.

Theking Suryavarman is portrayed asan incarnation of Vishnu. He had attained a
placein heaven because of hismeritorious deeds.

It representsasquare mile of constructionwith abroad moat running around adding to
itsspectacular charm.

Scenesfrom Ramayanaand Mahabharataare engraved onthewallsof thistemple.

The scene of Samudramanthan(churning of the ocean)

10. Scenesform the epicsof Ramaand Ravana, Shivaon mount Kailashawith Parvati

and the destruction of Kamdeva.

11. Indrapura, Amaravati, Vijaya, Kauthara, Panduranga.
12. InKedah andinthe province of Welledly
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13. Femdefigurineswithtrident, thehead of Nandi, arelief of Durgaimage, Ganeshaand
Shivlingas

14. Somewordsare svarga, rasa, guna, dahda, mantri, dhipati, laksha

15. Themost important inscriptionisfromLigor.

16. Over fifty temples.

17. Thelargest Shivatempleontheidand of Javaiscalled Prambanan.

18. Therearetemplesof vahanasof Shiva, Vishnu, and Brahma

19. Eight big temples, surrounded by 240 small temples.

20. Ramayanaand Krishna

21. Over five hundred hymns, stotras dedicated to Shiva, Brahma, Durga, Ganesha,
Buddhaand many other deitieshave been discovered.

21.4
1. Itstartedintheninth century AD.
2. Sulamanthemerchant, Al-masudi, IbnHaugd, Al Idris.

3. (aBrahma-sphuta—sddhantabetter known as SindhininArab.(b) Khandakhadyaka
—known asArkand.

Thedecimal systemwithitsconcept of zero.
Mankh
CdliphHaruna-Rashid.

Workson snake poison, veterinary art and booksonlogic, philosophy, ethics, politics
and science of war.

N o g &

®©

At Coimbatoreand Madurai

9. Itemslike pepper, betel, spices, scents, precious stoneslikesberyl, gem, diamond,
ruby, amenthy<t, pearls, ivory, silk, mudins.

10. Thetradewith Romebroughtingoldto India. Thisestablished astable gold currency
for the KushanaEmpire.

11. Peoplebelonging to Western Asiaand the M editerranean region. It included Greeks
and Romans.

12. Guarding tentson the battlefieldsand the gatesof Madurai.
13. Atadgtecalled Arikamedu near Pondicherry.
14. Ygnadi.
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