INDIAN SOCIAL STRUCTURE

have been discussing about thediversity in Indian culture, thevariouskinds of
peopleinhabiting thiscountry and their diverse customsand traditions. Perhaps
morethaninany other part of theworld, Indiaisacountry where people have
cometo acquire multipleidentitiesbased on region (e.g. North India,North East India,
Deccan and South India), language (e.g. Hindi, Tamil, and Telugu), religion (e.g. Hindu,
Musdlim, Christian, Buddhist, Jain, and Sikh), etc. Each set of these and other identities
corresponding to adistinct set of socia relations, i.e., adistinct socia structure. However,
therearethreadswhich bind many of them together. Therefore understanding Indian socia
structureisnecessary becauseit explainsour relationswith each other insociety. It tellsus
what kind of socid ingtitutionsexist in society and how they got modified over aperiod of
time. Inthislesson youwill read about the evolution of Indian society through theagesand
the shapeit took when weread about it today.

0 e

After reading thislesson youwill beableto:

examine the structure of Indian society;

e describe the practice of untouchability which became prevalent in the Indian
social system;

e give an account of theinstitution of slavery asit existed in India;
e understand Purushartha, Ashrama and Samskar a;
e describethe’jajmani’ system;

e assesstherole of family and marriage in Indian Social System;
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e assessthe position of women in the Indian social structure; and

e examinethe condition of tribalsin India.

19.1 STRUCTURE OF INDIAN SOCIETY

Tribeisoneof the earliest identifiable ethenic cum social organizations. A fairly good
number of tribes such asMunda, Ho, Oraon, Bhil, Gaddi, Santhal, Kol, Kandh, Khasi,
Garo, Mizo, Nagaexist indifferent partsof India. These have been clubbed together ina
group in aschedule of the Constitution of Indiaand are known asthe Scheduled Tribes.

The pertinent question hereis: Whoisatribal, and what differentiatesatribefrom other
groupsbased on caste or varna? Theanswer to thisliesinthefunctioning of theingtitution.
We canidentify atribe by thefollowing features: (i) All membersarerelated to each other
by blood (ii) All membersareequal in status(iii) All membersbelievethat they have
descended from acommon ancestor (iv) All membershave equal accessto theresources
(V) Thesenseof private property isleast visible (vi) Socid differentiation existsonly onthe
basisof age and sex. Tribesare very often made up of morethan oneclan. A clanisan
exogamousingtitution whereasatribeisendogamous.

Such tribes existed during the Vedic period. The Bharatas, Yadus, Turvasas, Druhyus,
Purusand Anuswere some of the prominent Tribes. The head of the Tribewasknown as
Rajaor King who wasfirst among the equals. The major differentiation existed between
peopleonthebasisof ‘varna or colour. Thus, the peoplewho did not belong tothevedic
tribesweretermed asdasavarna. They are said to have had an alien language, adark
complexion and worshiped different gods.

Thisinitia differentiationlater developedinto acomplex ‘ varnasystem’, whichin place of
the Tribe had divided society into Brahmana, K shatriya, Vaishyaand Shudracategories.
These categoriesemerged principaly because of frequent inter-tribal andintra-tribal wars,
subjugation of the vanquished, appropriation of oot by the war-leaders, and unequal
distribution of weslth.

Themembersof the Brahman ‘varna usually functioned as priests. The K shatriyaswere
associated with the political functions, the Vaishyaswere mostly agriculturistsand the
Shudraswerethe servileclass. Thefirst two ‘varnas exploited the most numerousand
productive Vai shyavar na, whereasthethreein unision exploited the Shudras. Thethree
higher ‘varnas were also entitled to the sacred (upanayana) thread ceremony and were
knownas‘dvijas (twice-born).

Many changestook placein the economy during the post-vedic period. These changes
needed new ideol ogical support which cameintheform of numerousunorthodox religious
movements such as Buddhism which ridiculed the Hindu social system. But Buddhism
could not negatethe caste system compl etely. The K shatriyaswere consdered the highest
‘varnd inthesocial hierarchy asseen by the Buddhists. The Vaishyaswho were exploited
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under Brahmanism became membersof theserdigionsinlargenumbersinorder togain
respectability. However, therewasno caste hierarchy within the Buddhist and Jain monastic
communities

‘VarnalJati’ system underwent further changes when new groups such asthe Shakas,
Kushanas, Parthiansand Indo-Greeks people arrived in India. The economy wasalso
undergoing changes. Growth of urbanisation, craft production, and traderesulted inthe
riseof guildsor ‘ shreni’ whichinlater timesbecame castes. Thebehaviour of guild members
was controlled through aguild court. Customarily theguild (shreni-dharma) had the power
of law. Theseguildscould act asbankers, financiersand trusteesaswell. Generaly, these
functionswere carried out by adifferent category of merchantsknown asthe* shreshthins

(present day Sethsof North Indiaand the Chettisand Chettiyarsof South India). Thus,
the period between 500 BC and 500 AD saw the crystallisation of the caste system. The
number of castesincreased manifold because of the growth of anumber of crafts, arrival

of new elementsin the population, inter-caste marriages (anuloma and pratiloma) and
inclusion of many Tribesinto caste hierarchy. The Dharmashastrasand the Smritistried to
fix thedutiesof each caste. Therelations between casteswere generaly governed by the
rulesof endogamy, commensuality and craft-exclusiveness.

Between the fifth and seventh centuries further changes occurred in the varna/caste
organisation. A creation of landlordsthrough landgrantsresulted in the transformation of
Vashyasinto servile peasants. Largenumbersof triba cultivatorswereenrolled as Shudras.
Consequently the Shudrasnow emerged asfarmerslikethe Vaishyas. Now, theVaishyas
and Shudraswerelumped together. However, in regionsother than the Gangabasin, the
caste system took adifferent shape. In Bengal, South Indiaand other border areasmainly
two castes emerged i.e. the Brahmanas and the Shudras. The Rajputs emerged as a
sgnificant factor inthe society of Northern Indiafrom the seventh century onwards. Inthis
period caste system became so entrenched inthe psyche of the peoplethat eventhe plants
weredivided on the basis of the var na/caste system. Onetext prescribesvarying sizes of
houses according to thevarnas.

Animportant development during medieval times, particularly in South India, wasthe
divisonof the Shudrasinto ‘ pure’ (sat) and‘impure’ (asat) categories. Alsotypica of the
southwerethe so called ‘left-hand’ (idangai) and ‘ right-hand’ (velangai) castes. Manu
noted 61 casteswhereasalater text counted hundreds of mixed castes (varnasankara).
Other than the Rgjputs, another castethat devel oped during thisperiod wasthe Kayastha.
TheKayasthasweretraditionally scribeswho got transformed into aseparate caste asall
typesof scribesgot clubbed together to form one endogamous group. Very oftenalarge
number of these castes claim origin from highly respected ancestorsand explain their
current lower statusintermsof economic or other factors. TheK hatris, animportant caste
inNorthernIndia, claimthat they were of Kshatriyaorigin, but took to commerce, which
brought them the contempt of their castefellows and they had to accept Vai shya status.
TheGurjaras, Jatsand Ahirsall claim Kshatriyaorigin, the statusthey cametoloselater
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for variousreasons. Thisprocessof claiming high caste origin continued till the 1950s
whenthe Congtitution of Indiaprovided for reservationsfor lower castesin most government
jobs.

The caste system hasitsregional variations. The formation of regions and regional

consciousnessafter theeighth century AD contributed to thisvariation. TheNorth Indian
Brahmanasaredivided not only onthebasisof gotra but also onthebasisof their resdence.

Thuswe have Kanyakubja, Sarayuparier and Maithilabrahmanasbel onging to Kanauj,

Sarayu river and Mithilarespectively. A large number of Rajput sub-castescarry their
earlier tribal names such as, Tomaras, K acchavahas, Hadas and Chauhanas. These sub-
castesa so acquired gotrasfor themselves. Thusthe number of castesand sub-castesas
well asthat of thegotraskept increasingin medieval times. The Marathasa so becamea
caste.

Inmoderntimesthe caste system acquired some new features. Thus, theideaof ‘ surnames
was a so added. One particular caste or sub-caste cameto acquire one, sometimes more,
‘surnames’. However, ample variation is found in this matter. Caste and anti-caste
movementsof the modern period resulted intheformation of further new castes. Thusthe
Brahma-samgjisacquired statuswhichisvery smilar toacaste.

The caste system, as can be seen from the above description, has acomplex working
method. Substantia regiona variationisfound and henceit hasbeenimpossibleto define
itinaprecise manner region, sub-region, economic status, nearnessto political authority,
craft, vocation, following aparticular deity al havecometo play aroleinitsformationand
subsequent changes.

Theinfluenceof caste system hasbeen so great that even though the egalitarianreligious
reformersof themedieval period such as Basava, Ramanand and Kabir, tried to abolish
caste among their followers, their sects soon took on the characteristics of new castes.
The Sikhs, could not overcome caste fedlings. Even the Muslimsformed caste groups.
Syrian Chrigtiansof Kerala, earlier divided into sections, took on acaste character. The
Chrigtian convertsbrought their caste prejudi ceswith them and high caste convertsconsider
themselvesa oof from those of thelower orders.

“E.

INTEXT QUEST1ONS 19.1

1. Whichistheearliestidentifiablesocid organisation?

2. Nameany two Tribeswhich existed during the Vedic period.
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3. What isthemeaning of ‘dvijas ?

4. Who werethe peoplewhose arrival in Indiabrought alot of changesin the caste
sysem?
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5. Whenwerethe Shudrasdivided into pureand impure?

19.2 UNTOUCHABIEITY

The concept of purity and pollutionin Indian society isbest reflectedintheformation of a
category known asuntouchables (antyajas). These peoplewere considered asbelonging
outside the Brahmanical society. Thisnotion of untouchability took rootsduring thelast
phase of the Vedic period and became aseparate socia category inthe age of the Buddha.
Sometimesthey were called thefifth varna(panchamd). Chandaaistheterm used loosdly
for many typesof untouchables. They werenot allowed to residein the castevillagesand
had to stay in special quartersouts de the main settlements. Their main task wasto carry
and cremate the corpses. Thelaw-books have prescribed that they should bedressedin
the garments of the corpsesthey cremated, should eat food from broken vesselsand
should wear only iron ornaments. By the Gupta period their statusfell so much that they
wereforced to further strike awooden clapper on entering atown. The hunters (nishada),
fishermen (kaivartas) leather workers (charmakaras), sweepers (kukkusa), and basket
makers (vend) al became untouchables. ‘Dom’ and* Domb’ wasatribewhich became
an untouchabl e category after cominginto contact with the caste divided groups. Wea so
hear of domb kings apart from many ShudraKings. Mlechchaswere also considered
untouchables. Thisuntouchability has continuedtill recent times. Although the practice of
untouchability isconsidered acrimebut inrurd areasit still continues. MahatmaGandhi

initiated acampaign againg thispractice. Hepreferred to call them harijans. The Government
of Indiahas enacted many lawsagai nst anyone practising or promoting untouchability.

Education and socia movements has contributed towards bridging thelarge gulf between
them and the others. It ishoped that thisvery inhuman practiseiswiped out soon.

19.3 SLAVERY

Slavery asit existed in Indiawas different both in form and essence, fromtheclassica
Greek and Roman davery. That iswhy Megasthenes could not find davesinIndia. And he
wascertainly wrong in hisjudgement. Slavery was an established ingtitution and thelegal
rel ationship between the owner and davewasclearly defined. For example, if afemale
daveboreher master ason, not only wasshelegally freebut the child wasentitled to the
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legal statusof themaster’sson. The* Arthashastra’ statesthat aman could beadaveby
birth, by voluntarily selling himself, by being capturedinwar, or asaresult of ajudicial
punishment. The sanskrit word for daveis‘dasa’ whichinitially meant amember of the
peopl e captured by migrating Aryan hordes. Many such‘ dasas werereduced to bondage.
InIndia, thedaveswere generaly employed asdomestic servantsand persond attendants.
Thedavewas, infact, asubordinate member of hismaster’shousehold. Themastershad
norightsover thelivesof their daves. Therewere no dave marketsin theearly periods,
however inthe early centuriesof the Christian era, therewastradein dave-girlsbetween
Indiaand the Roman empirein both directions, and slave markets existed in the 16th
century Vijayanagaraempire.

The Sultansof Delhi kept alarge number of daves(Bandagans). However, their Situation
was quite different. One of the daves named Malik Kafur became the commander-in-
chief of Alauddin Khilji. In the sixteenth century the Portugueseindulged indavetradeon
alargescale. Linschoten hasgiven harrowing accounts of the davetrade at Goasaying,
“they drive davesaswedo horseshere’. A large number of daveswereusedinKhalisa
(crownland) land and in karakhanas (workshops). Thiskind of davery continued during
British domination and was attacked by Lord Cornwallisin aproclamation. Thedave
tradeisnow completely prohibited.

19.4 PURUSHARTHA, ASHRAMA AND SAMSKARA

The three concepts of ‘purusharth’, ‘ashrama’, and 'samskara’ are inter linked.
‘Purushartha’ meansaimsof lifewhichisdivided intofour ‘ashramas' or stagesof life.
For each of the ‘ashramas’ there are prescribed ‘ samskaras' or rites that need to be
performed. We often hear of "'varnashrama’ —*dharma’ i.e., the dharma of varnaand
dagesof life. There-arefour aimsof life‘ dharma’ (right conduct), ‘artha’ (pursuitsthrough
whichlivelihoodisearned), ‘kama’ (worldly desires) and ‘ moksha’ (salvation).

To enableapersonto practisethefour * purusharthas’, thelife of apersonisdividedinto
four *ashrama’ or stages. Detailed rulesof conduct to beobservedineach‘ashrama’ is
alsolaid down. Thefour ‘ashramas’ arelikethefour stepsof aladder.

The first *ashrama’ is known as ‘brahmacharya’, which a person enters after the
‘upanayana sanskara’ or the sacred thread ceremony. During the period of this ashrama’

hereceiveseducation andlearnsto disciplinehiswill and emotions. Hehastolivewiththe
guru at his*ashrama’ intheforest and learn to obey and serve him. Hebegsamsfor
himself and histeacher and does odd jobs|like fetching water and cleaning around the
‘ashrama’ . He practisestheideal sof plainliving and high thinking. Even aroyal prince
performed all these duties. The‘brahmacharya’ stage thus prepared theindividual to
take ontheresponghilitiesof ahouseholder.

The*grihasthaashrama’ isthe most important stagein aperson’slife. Inthisstage he
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practisesartha and kama in accordancewith thedharma. He gets married, begetschildren
and earnslivelihood to support hisfamily and discharge hisobligationstowardsthe society.

After discharging all the duties of ahouseholder, he entersthe‘ vanaprasthaashrama’.
Duringthisstage heleavesthefamily and retiresto theforest, wherehe practi sesdetachment
fromall worldly pursuitsand interests. Hehad to live only on fruitsand vegetablesand
wear clothesmade of deer-skin or barksof atree. He practices meditation and austerities
aswdll, andif hediesinthisstage he attainsmoskha, Otherwise, he entersthe‘ sanyasa
ashrama’ inwhich hepractisescompleterenunciation. Bresking al bondswith the society,
heliveslike an ascetic striving constantly for the attainment moksha.

Thisschemerepresentstheidea and not thered situation. M ost men never passed through
thefirst tageof lifeintheformlaid down, whileonly afew went beyond thesecond, This
could aso bean attempt to find room for the conflicting claims of study, family life, and
asceticisminasinglelifetime. Itisalso possiblethat the system of the ashramaswas
evolved partly to counter the unorthodox sects such as Buddhism and Jainism which
encouraged young men to take up asceticism and by-passfamily lifeatogether, apractice
which did not receivethe approval of the orthodox, thoughinlater timesprovisonwas
madefor it.

According to the scheme, thefour stages of life began not with physical birth, but with
sacred thread ceremony. Thusthe child could becomethefull member of the society only
after investiture with the scared thread. Thiswas one of the important ceremonies or
‘samskara’ at all the stagesof life of aman from hisconception to death. Thereare some
forty such ‘samskaras’. Some important ones are: ‘garbhadana’ (conception),
‘pumsavana’ (male child), ‘ simantonnayana’ (safety), ‘jatakarma’ (birth ceremony)
‘nishkramana’ (showing the sun) ‘annaprashana’ (first feeding of solid food),
‘chudakarma’ (tonsure) ‘ upanayana’ (investiture with sacred thread), ‘ samavartana’
(end of thefirst stage) ‘ vivaha; (marriage), ‘ antyesti’ (thelast rites) etc. All these* sanskaras
areprescribed for thethree upper varnasand not for the shudras and untouchables. Infact
eventhewomen of the higher varnaswerenot entitled to alarge number of the‘ sanskaras .

19.5 JAJMANI SYSTEM

Animportant institution that devel oped during theearly medieval period and continued ill
moderntimesintherural society wasthe*Jgmani System’. It was acomplementary
rel ationship between the groups of dominant peasant castes on the onehand and service
and artisan casteson the other. In thissystem the service castesrendered servicesto the
land-owning peasant castesaswell asto the high and dominant castesand wereentitled to
traditiondly fixed sharesof the produce andin some casesto asmall plot of land. Thus, the
leather-workers, the barbers, the priests, the garland makers, the ploughmen, and various
typesof smithsworked for the high castes or dominant landowning groupsand werepaid
inkind on certain occasionsor intheform of aland allotment. However, such service
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castes always retained some freedom to sell their goods and services. Thissystem of
service-relationshipisnow breaking up under theinfluence of monetisation, urbanisation
andindudtridisation. During medieva period thissystem of relationshipsacted asasafeguard
intimesof distressand caamities. Thus, it was noted that during faminestheartisasnswho
were not tied into the Jgjmani system were harder hit than eventherural poor.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 19.2

Fill intheblanks
1. arecaled thefifth Varna(Panchana).

2. MahatmaGandhi initiated acampaign againgt the practice of untouchability and called
them

3. could not find davesin Indiathough davery existed inadifferent form.

4. *A mancouldbeadaveether by birth, by voluntarily selling himsdf, by being captured
inwar, or asaresult of ajudicia punishment” isstated by

5. ‘Purushartha (aimsof life) isdividedinto four

6. What isthereason behind the breaking up of the* Jgimani’ system?

19.6 FAMILY

Thetraditiond Indianfamily isalargekinship group commonly described asjoint family. A
joint family isoneinwhichtwo or moregenerationsliveunder oneroof or different roofs
having acommon hearth. All the members own theimmovable property of thelinein
common. Thisfamily isgenerally patriarchal and patrilined, that is, thefather or theoldest
male member isthe head of the house and administrator of the property and the headship
descendsinthemaleline. Inmodern townsalarge number of nuclear familiesexist which
cons s of wife, husband and thechildren. Suchfamiliesarea so partiarchal and patrilineal.
But therearemany regionswherefamiliesare matrilineal in which the headship descends
inthefemaelinesuch asin Kerdaand the northeastern region of Nagaland and Megha aya

Whatever bethe nature of thefamily itisthe primary unit of the society. The membersof
thefamily are bound together by ‘ shraddha’, therite of commemorating the ancestors.
‘Shraddha’ defined the family; those who were entitled to participatein the ceremony
were‘sapindas’, membersof thefamily group. The bond between the members of the
family gave asense of socia security toitsmembers. In distressaman could rely onthe
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other members of the extended family. At the time of festivals and marriages, the
respong bilitieswere shared reinforcing thefamily bond.

Traditionally thefamily in Indiaisgoverned by two schoolsof sacred law and customs.
Thesearebased on‘ Mitakshara’ and ‘ Dayabhaga’ . Most familiesof Benga and Assam
follow therulesof * Dayabhaga’ whiletherest of Indiageneraly follows‘ Mitakshara’.
The sacred law made provisionsfor the break-up of the very large and unmanageable
joint families. Such break-upstook place on the death of the patriarch. Thejoint family
property did not includeindividua propertiesof themembersat least frommedieva times
onwardsand hence such properties could not be divided. In the post-independence period
the Congtitution provided that each religiouscommunity would begoverned by their religious
personal laws in marters of marriage, divorce, inheritance, succession adoption,
guardianship, custody of children and maintenance. Thus, theHindu, Buddhist, Sikh and
Jain communitiesare governed by the codified HinduActsof 1955-56. TheMudimand
Christianand Pars familieshavetheir own set of persond lawsbased onreligion.

19.7 MARRIAGE

Familiesaretheresult of avery important ‘ samskara’ ceremony known as marriage.
Depending onitsnature, marriageisof many kindssuch ashypergamous(man of socdled
high caste and woman of low caste) or anulomaand hypogamous (man of low caste and
woman of high caste) or pratilomabased on an alliance between different varnal caste;
monogamous, polygamous and polyandrous based on the number of spouses. Examples
of dl kindsof marriagescan befoundintheIndian society. Traditionaly spesking, marriages
werearranged by the parents of the couplewho usually belong to the same caste, but of
different‘gotras (personshaving common ancestor) and‘pravaras (prohibited degree),
if they wereof ‘dvija’ category ‘ Gotra’ and ‘pravara’ did not exist for thelower varnal
caste categories. However alarge number of communities have acquired ‘gotras’ for
themselves. ‘ Pravara relatesto therulesof prohibited degrees’ which arevery strict
where marriageisforbidden between personswith acommon paternal ancestor within
seven generation or amaternal ancestor withinfive. Inthe southern part of India, however,
thisrulebas never been followed and there arerecords of marriage between cousinsand
cross-cousin marriagewhich areconsidered legal and socialy approved. Exemptionsare
provided for these groupsinthe Hindu Marriage Act of 1955.

Commonly monogamous marriagesinwhich onepersonismarried to only oneperson at
atime, isfollowed but traditional ly polygamy was not prohibited. Therich and powerful
could have, and often had morethan onewife. Polygamy wasgenerally, followed for a
variety of reasons. In ancient timethekingsneeded toforgeallianceswith powerful people
and marriagewasaconvenient method. Marriages of Chandraguptaand Akbar areof this
nature. Thereligiousideabehind having a son al so becomesareason for taking many
wives. However, under themodern lawspolygamy hasbeenrenderedillegd. Only Mudims
can marry four timesthat too with some preconditions.
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TheBrahmanical Sacred Law considered amarriageindissol uble once the seven steps
(i.e. saven phera) had been taken together. Thismeansthat therewasno placefor divorce.
The' Arthashastra’ however, showsthat in certain casesdivorcewasallowed. Inlater
times such provisionswereforgotten. Among many lower castes, however, divorceisstill
permitted. Inmoderntimes, mutua consent, incompatibility, desertion, cruelty areconsidered
valid reasonsfor getting adivorce on both sides.

Weall know about the case of Draupadi marrying five Pandavabrothers. Thiskind of
marriageisknown as polyandrousmarriage. Thereareanumber of communitiesinwhich
thistype of marriageisconsidered avalid and preferred type of marriage. Generaly the
woman marriesbrothersand rarely men of different parentagein such communities. Such
marriagesare considered anti-socia by the upper-varna/caste people of theplainsbut in
the soci eties where such marriages are solemnized having more than one husband is
considered amatter of pride and not of shame.

19.8 WOMEN

Thehistory of womenin Indiaisthe story of progressivedecline. During the Vedic period
even under patriarchy women participated inall the affairsof the Tribebarring wars. They
werecomposersof hymns, they could marry themen of their choiceat amatureage. Inthe
post-vedic phasewith the break-up of tribal institutionstheir position deteriorated. The
early lawbooks reduced thewomen to the status of a‘ Shudra’ . Except some personal
property (‘ stridhana’) they were not entitled to any property. Even Vedic knowledgewas
closed towomen. At thistimethe heterodox sects gave them some place of respect. The
Tantric sectsof theearly medieval period gavewoman animportant placeintheir cult and
ingtituted ordersof female ascetics.

In general throughout the early historical and early medieval periodswomen were not
encouraged to takeup any intellectua activity. Their truefunction wasmarriageand takin
careof their families. WWomen belonging to upper castesreceived some education and a
few of them arementioned as poetsand dramatists. The chief female charactersin sanskrit
dramas are often described as reading, writing and composing songs. Inthe medieval

period and till very recent timesmusi ¢ and dancing werelooked on asunfit for high caste
women and were practised only by low-caste women and prostitutes. But it was not the
casein early periods. Barring the Rig-Vedic period women seem to occupy very low
statusin society. Marriage at an early age became sanctified. * Sati System’ became quite
common. However, |bn Battutah, aforeign travel ler, mentionsthat inthemedieval period,

permission from the Sultan had to betaken for the performanceof * sati’ . Widow remarriage
was not permissible but right to property of thewidowsin certain caseswasrecognised.

Inthe medieval period, the practice of keeping aveil on thefacesfor women became
widespread among the upper classwomen. TheArabsand the Turksadopted thiscustom
fromthelraniansand brought it to Indiawith them. Because of them, it becameawidespread
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practicein north India. A careful ook at the treatment to women showsthat it wasthe
result of aprocess set in motion inthe Vedic period itself. In the medieval period the
system of veil becameasymbol of the higher classesin society and al thosewho wanted
to be considered respectabletried to copy it. It wasless prevalent among lower caste
women.

With the declineof theMughd supremacy and expansion of colonia structureinindia, the
influence of modernideasset inmotion aprocessof changein adifferent direction. Under
theinfluence of modern education, aset of social reformerscampaigned for legidation
whichwould uplift the status of womenin society. With the efforts of Ram Mohan Roy,
Radhakanta Deb, Bhawani Charan Banerji the practice of ‘ sati’ wasbannedin 1829. In
1895, killing of femal einfantswas declared amurder. Inindependent Indiathrough the
Hindu MarriageAct of 1955 set the minimum age limit for the bridegroom wasfixed at
eighteen yearsand for the brideat fifteen. In 1856, through the efforts of Ishwar Chandra
Vidyasagar thefirst widow remarriagetook place. Pandit VVishnu Shastri founded Widow
MarriageAssociationin 1860. All their effortshaveresulted in acons derable upliftment of
women. Recently the Supreme Court of Indiahasfurther recognised the daughter’sshare
inher father’ sproperty. The condition of womenisgoing toimproveinfuturewith growing
awarenessin society aswell asthrough legidation.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 19.3

1. Whatisthebasisof ‘anuloma and*pratiloma marriages?

2. Whatismonogamousmarriage?

3. Namethetwo schoolsof sacred law and custom which governthetraditiona family in
India

4. What wasthe personal property of women called inancient Indiaexcept which they
did not have any other right to property?

19.9 TRIBAL COMMUNITIES OF INDIA

Tribeisamoderntermfor communitiesthat arevery old, being among theoldest inhabitants
of thesub continent. Ingenerd triba population isexpected to possesssomeof thefollowing
characterigtics:
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Tribeshavether rootsinthe soil dating back to avery early period.
They liveinrediveisolaioninthehillsand forests.

Their socio, economic and educational development need to be given priority.

A w bdp P

Intermsof their cultura ethos (langauge, ingtitutions, beliefsand customs), their life
styleisvery different from the other section of society.

Tribesareindigenous peoplewho aretermed asthe Fourth World. These peoplesarethe
descendentsfrom acountry’saboriginal population and today they are completely or
partly deprived of therightstotheir ownterritory. Indigenouspeoplesarestrikingly different
anddiverseintheir culture, religion, socia and economic organisations. They aretill being
exploited by theoutsdeworld. By somethey areidealized asthe embodiment of spiritual

values, by othersthey are designated as an obstacleimpeding economci progress. They
cherishthelr owndistinct cultures. They arevictimsof past colonidism. Someliveaccording
totheir traditions, somereceivewefare, somework infactories, somein other professions.
They have maintained acloseliving relationship to theland inwhich they liveand there
existsacooperative attitude of give and take, arespect for the earth and lifeit supports.

InIndig, tribesaregenerdly called adivass, implying origind inhabitants. Theancinet and
medieval Indian literature mention alarge number of tribesliving in India. Beforethe
introduction of the caste system during the BrahminicAge, peopleweredividedintovarious
tribes.

Government of Indiahasspecified 427 communitiesand hasincluded themin theschedule
of tribes. Thesetribesareknown asscheduled tribes. They areentitled to specia protection
and privilegesunder the congtitution of India.

Numerically, thethree most important tribes are the Gonds, the Bhilsand the Santhals
each having apopulation of morethan 30 lakh. Next to them arethe Minas, the Mundas,
the orgons each having apopulation of morethan 5 lakh. Thenthereare 42 tribeseach
having apopul ation between oneand fivelakh.

Thetribal peopleof India, who comeunder the category of Scheduled Tribes(ST’s) in
termsof the provisionsof the constitution of India, number 8.43 crore, constituting 8.2
percent of the population of the country according to 2001 census.

Fromthe point of view of distribution and diversity of thetriba population, Indiacan be
dividedinto seven zones.

1.North Zone

Thiszone coversHimachal Pradesh, Punjab, sub-Himalayan Uttar Pradesh, Bihar. The
prominent tribeshereare Khasa, Tharu, Bhoksa, Bhotias, Gujjarsand the Jaunsaris. Khasas
areapolyandroustribe. Bhotiasmake carpetsand areinvolved in the Indo-chinaborder
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trade. The Gujjarsareapastoral tribe. Themajor problemsof thetribesof thiszoneare
inaccess bilty, lack of communication, poverty, illiteracy and land dienation.

2.North-Eastern Zone

Thiszoneincludes seven north-eastern states, and the mgjor tribal groupshereare Nagas,
Khas, Garo, Mishing, Miri, Karbi and the A patauis. Ecological degradation because of
shifting cultivation andinaccess bility dueto lack of communication facilitiesaretwo mgor
problems of thesetribes. Because of ahigh degree of isolation, thetribes of thissector
havenot redlly shared history with the mainstream Indiansand haveinstead shared history
with the neighbouring communities. Thisexplainswhy thereisan element of hostility of
thesetribeswith the mainstream.

3.Central Zone

Thiszonehasmaximum concentration of triba population. It sretchesfrom southern Madhya
Pradesh to South Bihar acrossnorthern Orissa. Themagjor tribeslyinginthiszonearethe
Santhals, HO, Baiga, Abhujanaria, Muria, Mundaand Birhor. Themgjor problemsfaced
by thetribesof thisregion areland alienation, indebtedness. Among thetribes of this
region, the Santhal s have discovered ascript of their own, caled olechiki. Baigasarea
prominent shifting cultivation tribe. Birhorsareavery backward tribe of thisregion and
because of extreme backwardnessand no secure meansof livelihood, they arethreatened
withextinction.

4. Southern Zone

Thiszonecomprisesthe Nilgiristogether with theadjoining hilly regionsin AndhraPradesh
andKarnateka. Itisthesmallest, themost backward and themost isolated triba communities
on themainland. Tribesof thisregion are Toda, Koya, Chenchuand Allars. Todasarea
pastoral peoplewho practise buffalo herding. Allarsare cave dwellers, who alsoliveon
treetops. Chencusareavery backward tribewho survive mainly on hunting gathering.
Themgor problem of thesetribesare shifting cultivation, economic backwardness, isolation,
lack of communi cation and threat of extinction of langauges.

5. Eastern Zone

ThiszoneincludesWest Bengal, Orissaand tribes such as Pargja, Kondhas, Bondas,
Bhumiya, Gadabas, Bhuinyasand Sgoras. Themagjor problemsof thetribesof thiszone
areeconomic backwardness, exploitation by forest officialsand contractors, land dienation,
preva enceof disease and displacement dueto industria projects.

6. Western Zone

Rajasthan and Gujarat areincluded in thiszone. Tribeswhich arefound hereare Bhils,
Garasyaand Meenas. Meenasareavery advanced and well educated tribe.
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7.1dland Region

Andaman and Nicobar idands, |akshadweep and Daman and Diu included in thiszone.
Great Andamanese, Santinelese, Jarwas, Onges, Nicobarisand Shampen aretribes of
thisregion. Someof thesetribesare extremely backward and are Struggling to come out of
the stoneagemodeof livelihood. Most of thesetribesare classified asminor tribeswhich
facethethreat of extinction. Apart fromthe problem of survival, prevalenceof diseaseand
malnutrition are some other problemsof thetribesof thisregion.

Thebasic strategy of the government for thetribal regionisaimed at providing protection
to thetribal sand bringing about their economic devel opment. Thetribal sub plan strategy
wasinitiated duringtheFifth fiveyear plan. Thisisacomprehensive, well-knit andintegrated
programme. It’s objective is, elemination of exploitation of tribals, socio-economic
devel opment, bridging thegap in devel opment vis-a-visother areas, improvement of quaity
of life.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 19.4

1. Statetwo characteristicsof tribal population.

2. Whoareindigenouspeople?

3. Whatisthetermused for TribesinIndia?

4. How many communities havebeen given seheduletribe statusin India?

5. What percentageof triba populationisinindia?

6. What arethedeterminentsof tribal populationinIndia?

7. What aretwo parametersfor identification of the Scheduled Tribes?

8. What arethe prominent tribesof North India?
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9. What arethemain problemsof thetribalsof eastern zone?

10. Namesometribeswhcih haveavery small population.

MODULE - viii

Social Structure

11. Whenwastribal sub plan strategy initiated?

12. What istribal sub planand itsobjectives?

@— WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNT

Indiaisacountry of multipleidentitiesbased on region, language and religion, each
having more or lessdistinct socia structureswhich have been evolving through the

ages.

Tribes, oneof theearliest identifiable social organisations, can betracedtotheVedic
period.

Theinitia differentiation was based on the colour of the skinwhich later devel oped
intoacomplex ‘varnasystem’ with tribesbeing divided into * Brahmana', ‘ Kshatriy’,
‘Vaishya and‘ Shudra’ categories.

‘VarnalJati system’ underwent further changesin the post-Vedic societieswiththerise
of Buddhism and Jainism and later with thearrival of new peopleinIndiasuch asthe
Shakas, Kushanas, Parthians, and thelndo Greeks.

Caste system hasitsregiona variationsdueto theformation of regionsand regional
consciousness after the eighth century AD and it became more and more complex,
multiplyinginto anumber of castesand sub-castes dueto anumber of factors.

Untouchability, the most obnoxious practice, took roots during the last phase of the
Vedic period and crystallised into aseparate identity in the age of the Buddha.

Savery existed in Indiathough it was different from the classical Greek and Roman
davery,

‘Purushartha’, ‘ashramas’ and ‘samskaras' areinter-linked concepts.

The* Jgmani sysemwasanimportant inditution of complementary relationship between
groups of dominant peasant castes on the one hand and service and artisan casteson

the other, which continued till moderntimesin Indian rura society, but isnow bresking
up under theimpact of monetisation, urbranisation and ndustriaisation.
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Familiesaretheresult of avery important sanskara ceremony called marriageand
different kindsof marriagessuch as‘anuloma’ and * pratiloma’ based onthealliances
between different varna/caste; monogamous, polygamous and polyandrousbased
onthenumber of spouses; all can befound in Indian society.

Thetraditiona Indianfamily isajoint family governed by two schools of sacred law

Notes and customswhich are*Mitakshara’ and ‘ Dayabhaga’ .

The position of women inthe history of Indiahasbeenastory of progressive decline
until themodern timeswhen, with the spread of western education, effortsweremade
through socia and religiousreformstoimprovetheir conditions.

:‘ TERMINAL EXERCISE

Explaintheoriginof themultipleidentitiesinIndia

Distinguish between the varna and thejsti system.

Discussthe characteristicsof the caste systemin India

Explainhow ‘ purushartha’, ‘ashrama’ and ‘ sanskara’ arerelated to each other.
Givean account of thedifferent typesof marriagethat are prevalent in Indian society.

Critically examinethe position of womeninthehistory of Indian society.

N o g s~ w D PE

What isJgjmani syslem?Why isit breaking upin recent times?

[]
‘ I ANSWERS TO INTEXT QUESTIONS

191

1. Tribe.

2. Bharatas, Yadus, Purusetc. (any two).

3. Twiceborn.

4. Shakas, Kuishanas, Parthianas, Indo-Greeksetc.
5. Medievad times.

19.2

1. Untouchables

2. Haijan

3. Megasthenes
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4. Arthashastra
5. Adrames
6. Urbanisationand Industridisation

19.3
Notes =

1. They arebased on an alliance between different varna/caste.

2. A marriageinwhichapersonismarriedto only oneperson at atime.
3. ‘Mitakshara’ and‘Dayabhaga’.

4. ‘8ridhana’

194

1. (a) Tribeshavetheir rootsinthesoil databack to avery early period.
(b) They liveinrdatveisolation of hillsand forests.

Tribes.

Adivess

427 communities

8.2 percent

o o M 0w N

They aredetermined primarily by the political and adminsitrative consideration of
upliftment asection of thelndian peoplewhich hasbeenreatively remotely Situated in
thehillsand forestsand whichisbackward intermsof indicesof development.

7. Rdativeisolation and backwradness
8. Khasa, Tharu, Bhoksa, Bhotias, Gujjarsand Jaunsaris.

9. Economic backwardness, exploitation by forest officid sand contractors, land dienation,
preva enceof disease and displacement dueto industria projects.

10. Great Andamanese, Jarwas, Nicobarsand Shampur.
11. Duringthefifthfiveyear plan.

12. Thisiscomprehensive, well-knit and integrated programme. It sobjectiveiselemination
of exploitation of tribals, socio-economic devel opment, bridging gap in devel opment
vis-avisother areas, improvement of quality of life.
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