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THE FIVE GREAT ELEMENTS
(PANCHMAHABHUTAS)

Dear student, in the last lesson you've learned Vedic opinion about
the creation. In this lesson you will be able to get general
information about the five great elements. The creation has
originated from these five great elements. On this subject, you
can also talk to your parents, grandparents or any elder member
of the family. Earth, water, fire, air and sky are called the five
great elements.

After reading this lesson you will be able to:

• get to know about the five great elements ;

• to understand the  power (existence) of the great elements.

The word bhut is formed by the sum of the kt affixes in bhu
sattayam (ground metal). Bhut means one who has power
(existence) or one who exists. Bhut are not the work of any other
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2.1 THE FIVE GREAT ELEMENTS
    (PANCHAMAHABHUTAS): EARTH AND NATURE

 OBJECTIVES
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person, that is, there is no reason for their origin, but the existence
of everything else as a factor cause of the great elements.

According to Maharishi Charak, these great elements are very
small and difficult to identify by the senses.

vFkkZ% 'kCnkn;ks Ks;k xkspjk fo"kek xq.kk%vFkkZ% 'kCnkn;ks Ks;k xkspjk fo"kek xq.kk%vFkkZ% 'kCnkn;ks Ks;k xkspjk fo"kek xq.kk%vFkkZ% 'kCnkn;ks Ks;k xkspjk fo"kek xq.kk%vFkkZ% 'kCnkn;ks Ks;k xkspjk fo"kek xq.kk%

(Charak shastra 1/32)

The great elements are called mahabhuta -

¶egfUr Hkwrkfu egkHkwrkfu¸¶egfUr Hkwrkfu egkHkwrkfu¸¶egfUr Hkwrkfu egkHkwrkfu¸¶egfUr Hkwrkfu egkHkwrkfu¸¶egfUr Hkwrkfu egkHkwrkfu¸

Because of their importance or grossness, they are known as
mahabhuta. The body and non living substances of all living
beings are made from them.

bg fg nzo;a i×pegkHkwrkRedebg fg nzo;a i×pegkHkwrkRedebg fg nzo;a i×pegkHkwrkRedebg fg nzo;a i×pegkHkwrkRedebg fg nzo;a i×pegkHkwrkRede

These are the five  great elements:

1. Sky

2. Air

3. Fire

4. Water

5. Earth

Sky- The sky has been
considered to be eternal. One
of the properties of the sky is-
shabd. Just as the sky is
eternal, so is its property -
"shabd" is also everlasting.

Fig. 2.1 Sky
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Wind- The origin of air is assumed to be from the sky.
¶vkdk'k}k;q%¸¶vkdk'k}k;q%¸¶vkdk'k}k;q%¸¶vkdk'k}k;q%¸¶vkdk'k}k;q%¸  air is also considered to be eternal. The air has its
own property of touch and the quality of the sky shabd. In this
way the two properties of air - touch and word are everlasting.

Fire- fire is also called tej. The origin of fire is believed to be
from air.

Fire is considered to be ¶ok;ksjkfXu¸¶ok;ksjkfXu¸¶ok;ksjkfXu¸¶ok;ksjkfXu¸¶ok;ksjkfXu¸. Fire has three properties of

Fig. 2.2 Wind

Fig. 2.3 Fire
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shabd, touch and form. All three qualities are eternal. Such are
the three properties of fire.

Aap- aap is called water. The origin of water is assumed to be
from aap -¶vxzsjki%¸¶vxzsjki%¸¶vxzsjki%¸¶vxzsjki%¸¶vxzsjki%¸. aap is considered to be everlasting.

Water has shabd, touch, form and taste properties. All four
properties are eternal.

Earth- Earth is believed to originate from water. Amazing earth.
shabd, touch, form, taste, smell are the five properties of earth.

Fig. 2.4 Water

Fig. 2.5 Earth
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Apart from the above basic essential properties, there are some
other characteristics in these mahabhutas  which we can feel
through our senses, for example in the earth, water, light, air
respectively, we can infer the characteristics of smell, liquidity,
consistency etc. Similarly, we can see the experience of resistance
in the sky.

The Five Great Elements Properties

Sky shabd

 Air shabd, touch

fire (tej) shabd, touch, form

aap (water) shabd, touch, form, taste

Earth shabd, touch, form, taste, smell

The manifestations of Sattva, Rajas, Tamas qualities are described
in the five great elements. As per the nature of their qualities, the
predominance of sattva quality in the sky, rajo quality in air, sattva
and rajo quality in fire, sattva and Tamas qualities in aap (water)
and tamas quality in the earth can be seen.

Five great elements Predominance of sattva, rajas, tamas

Sky Sattva predominance

Wind Rajas predominance

fire Sattva + Rajas predominance

aap Sattva + Tamas predominance

Earth tamas predominance

The entire universe is created by these five elements.
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1. "Bhu Sattayam" - By which affix is the word bhut formed in
the ground metal?

2. How many  great elements are there?

3. Is the sky temporary or eternal?

4. What is the quality of the sky?

5. The origin of air is considered from which great element?

6. What are the properties of air?

7. Write down the properties of fire ?

8. How many properties does aap (water) have?

9. The properties of the great elements are continual or
impermanent?

10. Write the properties of the Earth.

• The five great elements- Water, fire, air, sky and earth.

• The  five great elements and their properties are continual.

• The creation of the universe is made from these five elements.

1. Write the names and properties of the five great elements?

2. Write the predominance of Sattva, Rajas, and Tamas in the
five elements.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 2.1

TERMINAL QUESTIONS

WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNT
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2.1

1. kt affix

2. five

3. Continually

4. shabd property

5. Sky

6. shabd and Touch

7. shabd, Touch and Form

8. Four

9. Continuous

10. shabd, touch, form, taste and smell

ANSWERS TO INTEXT QUESTIONS



The Five Great Elements (Panchmahabhutas)

 19OBE-Bharatiya Jnana Parampara

Notes

CLASS-I



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


