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Hindi : An Introduction

Welcome to this journey of learning Hindi. This is one of the most spoken and
understood languages in the world. Hindi is spoken and understood in South Asian
countries (India, Pakistan, Nepal) and other countriesoutside Asia(Mauritius, Trinidad,
Fiji, Suriname, Guyana, South Africaetc.). Hindi isthe official language of India.

Hindi is a modern Indian language derived from Sanskrit, Paali, Prakrit and
Apabhramsha. The literary history of Hindi dates back to the 12th century. Hindi is
written in the Devanagari script, which evolved from the ancient Brahmi script. The
Devanagari script is one of the most widely adopted scriptsin the world.

Learning anew languageisavery complicated process. It requires extraeffort, focus,
time and patience. But learning a new alphabet or writing system can also be fun and
easy. Thisbook has been specially devel oped keeping in mind learnerslike you.

Two friends will accompany you on this journey of learning Hindi — Sam and Maya.
Sam has come from Australiaand Mayafrom Brazil to visit her friend Geetain India
During thisstay they will travel to many placesinIndiaand conversein Hindi. Withthe
help of this conversation, you too will be ableto learn to conversein Hindi.

Hindi language and Devanagari script — features of pronunciation and writing

1. Devanagari script isconsidered to bethe most scientific script intheworld asitis
based on the fundamental principlesof phonetics. Devenagari script isthousands
of yearsold, and it is still being used.

2. Itisasmpleand easy script. The best feature of Devanagari script isthat what is
written is read or spoken and what is read or spoken iswritten.
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Hindi : An Introduction

3.

10.

In Devanagari script each letter has only one pronunciation. That is, each letter
has a different sound. So what a person is speaking can be written as such.

Devanagari script is written like Roman script from left to right. Unlike the Roman
script, it does not have two forms (upper-case and lower-case) of the same letter.

The name of the letter is same as the sound of the letter like- 31, &, H, o etc.

In Devanagari script the sounds are divided into two parts — ¥R 3R &S
(vowels and consonants).

¥R (Swara/Vowel) — Those character of Hindi alphabet, which are pronounced
with independent sound are called ¥R (Vowel), e.g. 31, 3T, g, 3 etc.

AW (Vyanjana/ Consonants) — The characters which are pronounced with the
help of any vowel are called &7 (Consonants)

Devanagari script has 11 vowels and 35 (33 + 2) consonants 1.e. total 46 basic
alphabets.

The sequence of vowels and consonants is arranged in a very systematic way
which makes the ‘Varnamaalaa’ of the Hindi language. This sequence is determined
taking into account both the manner and place of pronunciation of vowels and
consonants. Vowels come first, followed by consonants. In the end, the compound
consonants &, 3, €, ¥ (Ksh, Tra, Gya, Shra) come.

X (Swara/Vowel)

v ¥X (Hrsvavowels) 31, 5§, 3, 7E,

<Y W) (Dirgha vowels) 31T, 8, &, U, U, 3, i

g{ (Vyanjana/ Consonants)

& T : P, W T, °9 F (Place of pronunciation — &3 — Throat )
9 i : ¥, B, W, 9, 31 (Place of pronunciation — T} — Palate )

TT: T B, T @ U ($F ) (Place of pronunciation — 98T — Moordhaa )
(Cerebral)

B IEIE



Hindi : An Introduction

dTf: d o T g 7 (Place of pronunciation — <=0 — Dant ) (Dental)

gt U % 4 ¥ A (Place of pronunciation — 3% — Lips )

AT : Y, X, A, d

8¥H 1 Y ¥4, T

dYg<h Ao (Compound Consonants) : &, 7, &,

11. Hindi alphabets can be pronounced as given below:

(3 ), (3 aa), (3 1), (3 ee), (S u), (¥ 00), (Ve), (T ai), (3N o), (3 au), (3 an),

(31: ah)

(@ ka), (@1 kaa), (b ki), (@ kee), (@ ku), (& ke), (& kai), (@ koo), (@I ko),

(1 kau), (% kan), (&: kah)

P ka Y kha T ga
d cha © chha ol ja
< ta S tha S da
d ta g tha T da
U pa % pha 9 ba
I ya Nra o la
9 sha ¥ sha ¥ sa
& ksha A tra gl gya
S ra ¢ rha

Y gha S nya
ol jha 31 na

< dha T na
g dha T na

¥ bha H ma
d va

g ha

% shra

12. Every consonant letter of Hindi has "31" (a) vowel embedded in it. Like- & +31 = .
This saves time and space in writing. That's why the word yoga is pronounced in

Hindi as a1 i.e. yo+g (not yo+ga).
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Therefore, the following are the nature of the consonants -
RAYIAHATHY etc

When 37 is applied, the ‘Hal’ sign below the consonants is removed. Then they
are writtenas- ® 4 W O A d & g etc.

Hal mark - If a consonant is to be shown @R If2d (voiceless), then an oblique line
( . )1splaced below it. This line is called the Hal mark. Consonants with Hal mark
are called Halanta. Like - = U + 3, ¥ = ¥ + 3] etc.

There are two forms of Hindi vowels - independent and dependent forms. The
iZ.dependent forms are often called 'full' vowels.

Freely pronounced vowel letters - 31 31T § & § & U U 31 2,

When a vowel is spoken independently, its independent form is used. Like - 3T,
373N, MU (come)

Dependent forms of vowels are called 'Maatraa'. Maatraa is associated with a
Consonant. When a vowel is added to the sound of a consonant, then its dependent
form i.e. 'matra’ is used. like -

ST (ST + 31 (go)

Maatraas of all vowels except ‘31" are available in Devanagari script.

31 — The vowel ‘31" is inherent in every consonant, so there is no separate Matra/
sign for it.

M —aT El g -0 3 — i & — i

=i T v S B |

There are two types of vowels in the alphabet of Hindi — Hrsva and Dirgha. In
the pronunciation of the Matra of short vowels (31, § TT ), the amount of air
coming out of the mouth is less and in the Matra of long vowels, it is more,
like-

DHA—PTel fei—d  Ro—de

B IEIE



Hindi : An Introduction

18. The &' vowel is basically a Sanskrit language vowel. By the time it came to
Hindi, its pronunciation has ended as a vowel. The standard pronunciation of &'
vowel in Hindi is 'Ri".

19. Writing of Maatraa signs - Maatraa- signs are written in combination with
consonants in four ways - before the consonant, after the consonant, below the
consonant and above the consonant letter.

»  There is only one Maatraa sign added before the consonant -

(3 — ) SN — fobare, foan, faq, e ete.

* There are four signs of Maatraa added after a consonant:

am (), $ (£3), 3 (), 8 (o) 9 — qom, AN, AR, B

There are three 'Maatraa' signs added below the consonant -3 () % ()

SR 3k (1) S — gd, Hell, |UT etc.

»  The 'Maatraa' signs of 3 and % are combined with X in a slightly different
way. X + 8 /% is written in this way - ¥ dT % (Ru and Ruu), such as-
WYl vhl, oY, WUl etc.

«  There are two Maatraa signs added above the consonant letters — T () and

U (gis)like— PolT, HAT etc.

20. Every consonant in Hindi has full and half forms. Combined with other consonant,
they take on a new form.

21. In Devanagari a straight horizontal line is drawn over all the letters and words.
This is called the BRRET (headline). This is an integral and essential feature of
Devanagari. It is made at the very end by writing letters and words.

22. Visarga (3T:) - Visarga is a consonant sound which is pronounced like 'H' in Hindi.
Its symbolis [ : ]. Those Sanskrit words which used to end with visarga and have
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23.

24.

come to Hindi, are written with visarga only. For example, ¥dd:, 31d:, UTd: etc.
They are pronounced as 'Svatah', 'Atah’, 'Prayah’ etc.

Anusvara (An) - Anusvara is a dependent nasal consonant. It is used in place of
the fifth character of Vargas of Devanagari Varnamaalaa. The sign of Anusvara is
() which is placed above the Preceding Vowel in the word.

Its pronunciation in the middle of a word depends on the consonant that follows
it. The class of consonants that comes after Anusvara; Anusvara, of the same
class of consonants, tends to be pronounced as Nasikya. For example

The first Anusvara of K-class consonants is pronounced as “S’.

The pronunciation of the first Anusvara of the consonants of the Cha-varga is in
the form of 3.

Like- I8 = {4, Folold = Hold, TSI = T

In the middle of a word other than five class consonants, when anusvara comes
before the consonants I, ¥, of, 9. I, 9 3R © (ya, ra, la, va, sha, sa and ha), it is
pronounced as follows —

TIATwWA — A DHIH A (A5 )
YAYA — T HHIHA AT (A — )
dHAIEA  — T HHUH AT (FwAT)
TATRS  —  H D wUHA REICHGIGIES
THATGAT — A BHIH e (F57eTY)
AU — T @ wY H TR (TR )
TATWRS — T HOUH WER (HER)

In addition to this, Anusvara is always pronounced as 'H{' at the end of the word,
such as - 378 (3189 Aham), W@ (9 Swayam), Ud (Va9 Evam) etc.
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25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

Nasal (3796 Chandrabindu) - Chandrabindu is a dependent nasal-vowel. When
a vowel is pronounced from both the nose and the mouth, then (* ) is placed on

it. This is called Anunaasik. Like- &9+, 3i%g

Nasal sounds can change the meaning of a word, so they should be pronounced
and written carefully.

Like- MR-, A9—3¥, Me—e, FaR—TAR, 27 etc.
All Hindi sounds can be nasalised except 3.

S and @ are the third and fourth letters in the Ta group of the alphabet. The place
from where € and @ are pronounced in the mouth is called Murdha. Because of
being pronounced from this place, they are called Murdhanya.

S — 9N, Sldd Siera
© — Gld, _GEKT’”, 3 SEg
Sand @ -

$ and @ are called Ukshipta (excited) characters. Ukshipta means thrown. In their
pronunciation, the tongue is used with some jerks along with the air coming out of
the mouth.

S — olshl, Heh, Ug],

¢ — d1¢, 9¢Ts, Ugls,

Apart from full stop, all the punctuation marks of English are also used in Hindi.
The ( |) mark is used for a full stop.

Rules for writing consonants together —

Rule 1Consonants in the middle of which there is standing line or Khari pai. For
example & TAT B

When these alphabets are joined with any other alphabet, then the part like
'Hook' which is coming after Khari pai is written by halving it and joining it
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32.

33.

34.

with the latter consonant. Like - &1, aTeRI, Fel®l, Uddhl, HdhT, TUay, folue
(kya, vaakya, klesh, pakka, makka, daftar, lift etc.)

Rule 2 Consonants that end with aKhari pai (suchasd, 7, 9, <1, §, § efc.) —

When these al phabets are joined with any other al phabet, then the Kharipa
of these consonants is removed and the remaining part of the aphabet is
added to the next consonant, such as ST =T, U<, 1, a1, STa],
RT, I, &4, 1Y etc.

Rule 3 Consonant |ettersthat do not haveaKhari pal (likedag, S, g, €, 3, G etc.)

Whentheselettersarejoined with any other | etter, thentherulefor these consonants
isto write the whole letter, put halanta, below it and write the sounds that come

dfter it, such as s, Weel, fgacdiy, g, s, faen, fage ec.
Form of Y% ¥

After extracting ‘31" from ‘X' it remains ‘Y’ if ‘Y is spoken by joining with any
other consonant, this form is called X% < (half 3) according to grammar. It is
alwaysput abovethe L eadline of the consonant, withwhichXisbeingjoined. Itis
pronounced before that consonant on which it has been put, such as—

I+I3+9 =99

T+I+ T =du

b+ X+ H =P
Form of g+ }'

Consonant + ‘X' — If any consonant is spoken by joining ‘X’ , the sound of thisis
denoted with a different sign. This character is called ‘ue= (Paden). The
pronunciation sound of ‘X’ ismingled with letter, withwhich it hasbeenjoined. In

When 9e= ‘¥ isused in ‘@ it becomesT + I = A
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35.

36.

37.

38.

When ucs ‘¥ isused in ‘¥’ it becomes ¥ + I = &
When U+ ‘¥ isused in ‘g itbecomes § + I = &
Whenucs ‘¥ isusedin ‘g’ itbecomes € + X = &

Consonant ‘X" iswithout Khari Pai. Whenitiswritten by joining with another ‘X’
it iswritten with theX®, such as—X + ¥ = ¥, e. g —TRIAT, e X elc,

& (ksh) — For its pronunciation, the light sound of K has to be spoken by
connecting it with Sh. It isformed with mixing ® withe1 — (& + 7 = &) |

&Hr — kshama 31eTg — akshay

< (gya) - InHindi ST + ¥ (&) ispronounced as'T + I’ = ¥ . Thisisnow the
standard pronunciation in Hindi e.g.

fasm —  famm
SSEll — RSER|
ISEISSII —  maw

In this point, please go through the chart given on the next page. It is caled
Barahkhadee (aRg@s!). With the help of RS, you will learn to pronounce
hindi vowels and consonants. During reading this lesson, refer this IREES!
frequently to be ableto read Hind.
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&S IR89™SY Hindi Baarhakhadi
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