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Welcome to this journey of learning Hindi. This is one of the most spoken and
understood languages in the world. Hindi is spoken and understood in South Asian
countries (India, Pakistan, Nepal) and other countries outside Asia (Mauritius, Trinidad,
Fiji, Suriname, Guyana, South Africa etc.). Hindi is the official language of India.

Hindi is a modern Indian language derived from Sanskrit, Paali, Prakrit and
Apabhramsha. The literary history of Hindi dates back to the 12th century. Hindi is
written in the Devanagari script, which evolved from the ancient Brahmi script. The
Devanagari script is one of the most widely adopted scripts in the world.

Learning a new language is a very complicated process. It requires extra effort, focus,
time and patience. But learning a new alphabet or writing system can also be fun and
easy. This book has been specially developed keeping in mind learners like you.

Two friends will accompany you on this journey of learning Hindi – Sam and Maya.
Sam has come from Australia and Maya from Brazil to visit her friend Geeta in India.
During this stay they will travel to many places in India and converse in Hindi. With the
help of this conversation, you too will be able to learn to converse in Hindi.

Hindi language and Devanagari script – features of pronunciation and writing

1. Devanagari script is considered to be the most scientific script in the world as it is
based on the fundamental principles of phonetics.  Devenagari script is thousands
of years old, and it is still being used.

2. It is a simple and easy script. The best feature of Devanagari script is that what is
written is read or spoken and what is read or spoken is written.
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with the latter consonant. Like - D;k] okD;] Dys'k] iDdk] eDdk] n¶+rj] fy¶+V
(kya, vaakya, klesh, pakka, makka, daftar, lift etc.)

Rule 2 Consonants that end with a Khari pai (such as r] x] u] y] c] e  etc.) –

When these alphabets are joined with any other alphabet, then the Kharipai
of these consonants is removed and the remaining part of the alphabet is
added to the next consonant, such as tSls xUuk] iÙkk] jLlh] cPpk] T;knk]
I;kjk] R;kx] /;ku] U;k; etc.

Rule 3 Consonant letters that do not have a Khari pai (like da n] M] g] V] B] < etc.)

When these letters are joined with any other letter, then the rule for these consonants
is to write the whole letter, put halanta, below it and write the sounds that come
after it, such as xM~Mh] [kVVk] f}orh;] fpg~] czá] fo|k] fo}ku etc.

32. Form of  jsQ *j*

After extracting ‘v’ from ‘j’ it remains ‘j~’ if ‘j’ is spoken by joining with any
other consonant, this form is called jsQ j (half j~) according to grammar. It is
always put above the Leadline of the consonant, with which j~ is being joined.  It is
pronounced before that consonant on which it has been put, such as –

o $ j~ $ "k  ¾ o"kZ

o $ j~ $ "k  ¾ o"kkZ

d $ j~ $ e ¾ deZ

33. Form of insu *j*

Consonant + ‘j’ – If any consonant is spoken by joining ‘j~’ , the sound of this is
denoted with a different sign.  This character is called ‘insu’(Paden).  The
pronunciation sound of ‘j’ is mingled with letter, with which it has been joined.  In
the consonants with khari pai, it is joined as a curved line on the lower portion of
the consonant, such as Øe] izlkn] Hkze] mez etc. In the consonant which are without
khari pai, it is joined on bottom with ‘ Halant’.

34. When insu ‘j’ is used in ‘r’ it becomes r~ $ j~ ¾ =
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When insu ‘j’ is used in ‘'k ’ it becomes  'k~ $ j~ ¾ J

When insu ‘j’ is used in ‘n’ it becomes  n~ $ j~ ¾ nz

When insu ‘j’ is used in ‘g’ it becomes  g~ $ j~ ¾ gz

35. Consonant ‘j’ is without Khari Pai.  When it is written by joining with another ‘j’,
it is written with the jsQ, such as – j~ $ j ¾ jZ, e. g – xqjkZuk] VjZ cjZ etc.

36.  {k (ksh) – For its pronunciation, the light sound of K has to be spoken by
connecting it with Sh. It is formed with mixing d~ with 'k – ¼ d~ $ 'k ¾ {k½A

{kek – kshama            v{k; – akshay

37. K (gya) - In Hindi *t~ $ = ¼K½ is pronounced as *x $ ;* ¾ *X;* . This is now the
standard pronunciation in Hindi e.g.

foKku & foX;ku

laKk & laX;k

ftKklk & ftX;klk

38. In this point, please go through the chart given on the next page.  It is called
Barahkhadee ¼ckjg[kM+h½.  With the help of ckjg[kM+h, you will learn to pronounce
hindi vowels and consonants. During reading this lesson, refer this ckjg[kM+h
frequently to be able to read Hindi.




	00 Arambhika Chapter-2.2.23

