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MRICHCHHAKATIKA

Notes

Mrichchhakatikamisfamousasaninteresting and colorful episodein Sanskrit drama
writing. Thegreat poet Shudrakahascomposed it on the basisof ‘Prakarana described
intentypesof rupakas. Infact, inthetradition of dramawriting, thisisan prakarana
whichincludesmany politica and socid Stuationsaongwiththemaingory initsplot.

Even on the present stage, after independence, Mrichchhakatikam has been the most
popular dramaform among Sanskrit plays, which has been adapted and presented in
other languagesaswell asdidectsby variousingtitutions. It isvery important to study
about the Mrichchhakatikam episode, themost famousplay of Sanskrit theatre. Inthis
chapter wewill discussthe author of the episode and the plot of the episodein detall
becausewithout discussing it one cannot claim to know Sanskrit theater compl etely.

[] LEARNING OUTCOMES

After studying thislesson,you-

e  know about Shudraka;

° know about the play Mrichchhakatika;

° know about the story of Mrichchhakatika; and
e  know thecharactersof Mrichchhakatika.

11.1 GENERALINTRODUCTION TO SHUDRAKA|

In Sanskrit literature, the name of Shudrakahasawaysbeen familiar anong Sanskrit
scholarsinthefield of story, dramaand poetry. Shudraka'snameismentioned in many
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Introductionto Indian Sanskrit textslike Harshacharita, Kadambari, K athasaritsagar, Skandpuran. Scholars
Dramas havetried to determinethetime period of Shudrakaby studying various Sanskrit
literature. Like other Sanskrit poets, Shudraka, the author of Mrichchhakatikam, has
asonot givenany clear information about himsdlf. Inthe preface of the play, Shudraka,
likethe poetsbefore him, has given information about hisel oquence and scholarship.
Itismentioned in the prefacethat Shudrakathe poet wasaDwija. Hewashandsome
and handsome. Hewasan expertinVedas. By thegraceof Shiva, heattained knowledge.
Shudrakawas an ascetic and hewasacompletely healthy and fit person. Apart from
this, thereisnoinformation about the country and time of the poet in his preface.

Notes
Scholarshavelinked Shudrakato South Pradesh. Onthebasis of the story, scholars

believethat Shudrakawasaresident of Ujjayani. Hewasan expert in astrology and
religious scriptures. Hea so had knowledgeabout lies, art and the art of theft. Hehad
made adetail ed anal ysisabout different sections of the society and the businessmen
duetowhich hewasvery adept infolk knowledge a so. Shudrakawasnot the king of
apaacebut theking of the people. Hewaswell aware of the shortcomings of the
employees and officersinvolved in state affairs. There was no dearth of literary
knowledgein Shudraka. Hiscomposition Mrichchakatikaisahigh quality episode.
This episode also demonstrates his excellent knowledge of Sanskrit and Prakrit
languages. Theuse of Prakrit languagesaswell as Shudraka'sin Mrichchhakatikais
not found inany other play.

11.2 General Introduction to Mrichchakatika

When Mrichchhakatika was composed has been a subject of discussion among
scholars. Somescholarsbelieveit to be composed inthethird century BC, first century
BC, third century AD, whilesome scholarsplaceitin thefifth century AD. Thus, there
hasbeenalot of disagreement among scholarsregarding thetime period of Shudraka.
Scholarshave provided many evidencesfor determining thetimewhich areasfollows-

° Scholarshave determined thetime of playwright Bhasato befifth century BC.
Bhasad sowroteafour-act play named 'Daridracharudatta whichisincomplete.
Shudrakasplay hasten actsand thefirst four actscontain the samestory which
isfoundin Bhasa'splay 'Daridracharudatta. Inthisway it becomesclear that
Shudrakaisaplaywright after Bhasa.

e  Therulesof grammar of Prakrit language given by AcharyaVararuchi. Based
onthoserules, thelanguage of Mrichchakatikaisvery similar. Thetime of
Vararuchi isconsidered to be 300 years before Christ. Thus, Shudrakadates
back to 300 BC.
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° AcharyaVaman, whosetimeperiod is800AD, hasmentioned Shudrakain his
poetry. Thisal so makesit clear that Shudrakamust havelived before S00AD.

° Varahamihir whosetimewas589AD. Inhisastrologica trestise Brihatjatak, he
has considered Jupiter and Angarak i.e. Marsasfriends, whereasin the ninth
issue of Mrichchakatika, both those planets have been called enemies. Itis
clear from thisthat Shudrakawas situated before Varahamihir.

Thus, onthe basisof the above evidence, the period of Shudrakahasbeen determined
to be sixth century AD. Probably Mrichchakatikawas al so composed during this

period.

@ Foxraussnows i

1. WhoareShudraka?

2. Whatistheperiod of creation of Shudraka?

3. Inwhichwork of AcharyaVamanis Shudrakamentioned?
4.  WhosecrestionisDaridracharudatta?

5. WhosecompositionisBrihatjataka?

11.3 THEME OF MRICHCHHAKATIKA

Mrichchhakatikaisone of theten typesof metaphor described in Natyashastra. Inthis
episode, theplot hasbeen dividedinto atota of ten acts. The hero of Mrichchhakatika
isCharudattawho isavery virtuous Brahminandispoor. ItsheroineisVasantasena,
whoisabeautiful and virtuouscourtesan. Thebasi ¢ plot of Mrichchhakatikaiswoven
around thelove story of Charudattaand Basant Sena. In thislove story, Shudraka
skillfully addsanother story of anew revolution in the state through hisimagination.
Thereisanimportant incident in the story described inthisentire episode, onthebasis
of which thisepisode has been named Mrichchhakatikam- Basantasenaplacing his
goldjewdry inthechild'sclay cart.

Thestory of Mrichchhakatikahastwo parts. Inthefirst part, thereisthelove story of
Charudattaand Basant Senaand inthe second part, thereisthe story of Rgviplav and
Aryagetting thekingdom. Theplot of any episode originatesfrom the supernatural or
from theimagination of the poet. Itsmain essenceisshringara. Thehero canbea
Brahmin, aminister or abusinessman who ispatient and devoted to religion, money
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Introductionto Indian and work evenin adverse circumstances. The heroine of the episodeisan ordinary

Dramas woman or acourtesan. Isfull of tricksters, gamblers, witsand cheats. Everythingelse
islike adrama. If we assess Mrichchhakatika on this basis, then its story isalso
dependent on the people and imagined by the poet. The main essenceisshringara.
Thehero CharudattaisaBrahmin but dueto poverty, heisengaged in the activities of
religion, money and work. Basantasenaisacourtesan and aK ulastri isDhuta. Both
theseare heroinesand Shudrakahasvery skillfully planned thetrick, thegambler, the
witandthecheatinit.

Notes Act-1

Inthecity of Ujjayani, therelivesaBrahmin named Charudattawho hasbecome poor
dueto hismisfortune. Thevery beautiful and famous courtesan Basantasenaa solives
inthe same city. Basantasenaisinfatuated with Charudattaand loveshim. Theking's
brother-in-law Shakarawantsto control Basantasena by [uring him with money, but
Basantasena keeps rejecting his proposal. On a dark night, Shakara pursues
Basanthasena, due to which Basanthasena gets frightened and takes shelter in
Charudattashouse. Under the pretext of fear of thieves, shekeepsal her goldjewery
with Charudattaasaheritage.

Act-2

The Samvahakaisan old servant of Charudatta. After losing dl themoney in gambling,
hehidesinthe house of Basant Sena, clinging to the gamblers. Basant Senafreeshim
fromhisdebt by giving money tothegamblers, but out of guilt, the Samvahakarenounces
theworld and becomes a Buddhist monk.

Act-3

A Brahmin named Sharvalakaisinlovewith Basantasenasmaid Madanika. Tofree
hisbeloved Madanikafrom davery, SharvalakA breaksinto Charudutt'shouseand
steal s Basantasena'sjewelry. Charudattaswife gives her preciousgem jewelry in
exchange to save her husband from public condemnation. The clown goes to
Basantasenashousewith the garland.

Act-4

Shervalakagoesto Basant Senawith hisstolen jewelry. Basantasena, knowing the
whole situation, keepsthejewelry and frees M adanikafrom her davery. Shivalaka
takes hisbeloved Madanikaashiswife. Then he getsthe newsof hisfriend Aryak
being made astate prisoner. Heimmediately sends hiswife along with Rathwaan to
the house of the captivesand himself setsout to freeAryayak from the prison house.
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Theclown givesametal necklaceto Basant Senain exchangeof jewelry. Basantasena Introductionto Indian
doesnot tel the clown the newsof finding thejewelry and herself sendsamessageto Dramas
Charudutt to meet him at night.

Act-5

There is avery beautiful description of rain in this issue. Basantasena reaches
Charudatta'shouse drenched in rain and spendsthe night there.

Act-6

Notes

Assoon as Charudattawakes up inthe morning, he goesto agarden and Basantasena
sendshischariot to call thearmy there. Herein Charudatta'shouse, Basantasenafinds
Charudatta'ssoningsting on agold cart instead of playingwiththeclay cart. Shefills
his clay cart with her gold ornaments and asks him to make agold cart out of it.
Hearing Charudatta's message, Basantasenaleavesthe house but accidentaly climbs
onthe chariot of Shakaraa standing there. Aryak, who has escaped from the prison,
hideshimsdf in Charudattalsempty chariot. The chariot startstowardsthe garden. On
theway, asoldier named Chandanak recognizesAryak and grantshimimmunity and
allowsthe chariot to move ahead. In this sequence, Chandan getsinto afight with
another constable Veerakaand Veerakagoesto the court.

Act-7

Aryameets Charudattain the garden. Charudattagrants protection to Aryaand after
cutting hisbonds, sendshim off inhisown chariot.

Act-8

"When Basantasena, accidentally seated in Shakara'schariot, reachesthe garden, she
finds Shakaraain front of her. The evil Shakaraa seeks love from Basantasena.
Basantasenarejectsit. Shakaraagetsangry and strangleshim. Thinking Basantasena
dead, hecovershimwith adry leaf and goesto the court to falsely accuse Charudatta
of themurder. Meanwhile, the Buddhi st monk conductor comesthere and after seeing
Basantasena, bringshim back tolife. The Samvahakatakes Basantasenato aBuddhist
monastery for rest.

Act-9

Thecourtisdescribedin thisissue. Shakaraafilesacase againgt Charudutt. Charudatta
iscdled. Hetriesto prove himsaf innocent but ultimately thecrimeisproven against
Charudutt and Charudutt isgiven death sentence.
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Assoon asthetimecomesto crucify Charudatta, Basanthasenaa ong withthe Buddhist
monk reachesthe place and provesthe entire accusation to befal se. Shetellsabout
thewickednessof hunting. Aryak aso, withthehelp of hisfriends, killsRgaPalak and
becomes king himself. Shakaraa receives death sentence for his wickedness but
Charudattaforgives Shakaraa. With the king's permission, Basantasenabecomes
Charudattaswifeand the play endsherewith Bharat Vakya.

o w

1.  Howmany actsaretherein Mrichchhakatika?

2. WhoisaBuddhist monk?,

3. WhoisDhuta?

4.  WhoisSharvilaka?

5. Inwhichact weget the newsof Aryabeing taken captive?
6. Inwhichact thecourtisdescribed?

11.4 CHARACTERS IN MRICHCHHAKATIKA

In the Mrichchhakatika, Charudatta, Dhuta, Basantasena, Shakaraa, Maitreya,
Sharvilaka, Aryaka, Samavahaka, Madanika and Radanikaarein the lead roles.
Shudrakahas shown histheatrica expertiseinthe portrayd of characters.

Charudatta

Charudattaisthe hero of the Mrichchhakatika. According to the scriptures, the hero
of any prakaranacan be Dhirprashant or aking'sminister or abusinessman. All these
traitsarevisiblein Charudatta. Hisentirelifeisfull of obstacles. Despiteall thishe
awaysremainscam and serious. Inthisway, heisacam hero. By nature, Charudatta
isbrave, noble, handsome and youthful, skilled at work, clever, polite and attracts
peopletowards himself. Charudatt isaBrahmin youth from Ujjayani city. Heisa
Vaishyaby work. Charudatta's ancestors were famous traders and had amassed a
huge amount of wealth. Charudatta'sheart isvery big. Heisso generousthat he has
givenaway al hiswealth to the poor. His specialty wasto help hisclosefriendsand
acquaintancesintheir timesof distress. Aslong as he had money, he never insulted
anyone. Inthestory, Charudattaisahero with acharitable nature.
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Charudattaisof kind nature. Thefeeling of compassionfor everyonekeepsrisingin Introductionto Indian
hisheart. Intheplay, thereisafedling of compassionin hisheart towardshis servants Dramas

also. Hisservants expressthisfeeling towardstheir master Charudatta. Charudatta
knowsthehappinessand sorrow of hisservantsaswell ashimsdlf. Head so hasfedings
of compassionfor animasand birds. Hefed spity inblowing awvay even stting pigeons.

Another important quality in Charudattaisto protect thosewho takerefugein him.
Charudatta protects others even at the risk of his own life. Despite being poor,
Charuduttaremainsvery consciousabout his character. He never thinksof cheating
others. He acceptsto live by begging but heisnever ready toliveby liesand deceit. § Notes
Evenif hetellsaliedueto circumstances, the main motive behind itisthe concernfor

the welfare of others. Even after loving Pariganika, good feelings are visible in
Charudatta's character. Hea soloveshiswife and respectsher considering her sacred.

By nature, heisanart lover. Hed so hasknowledge about music. Even after seeingthe

theft doneby Sharvilaka, he praiseshisartistry. Heisalso of religiousnature. Inthe

very first act, Charudattais seen engaged in worshiping thegods. Thus, inshort it can

besaid that Charudattaisadoer of welfarefor the people, heisthe best among men,
thevirtuesof kindnessand walking on theright path areincluded in hischaracter.

Basantasena

Therearetwo heroinesin the Mrichchhakatika: oneis Dhutawhoisafamily woman
and the other is Basantasenawho is acourtesan. In this episode, the character of
Basantasenahasbeen mainly portrayed. Basantasenaisthe most prosperous courtesan
of Ujjaini city. Thereisenoughwedthinhishouse. Inaway hishouseappearssmilar
to Kuberashouse. Basantasena a so rejectsthe ten thousand gold coins offered by
Shakaraawithout any hesitation.

The beauty of Basantasenaisunique. Despite being acourtesan, her character isvery
pure. Before Charudattashe had never dedicated her loveto anyone. Heiscompletely
indifferent towardswork. The pursuit of money isnot theaim of hislife. Shewantsto
fulfill her lifeby fallinginlovewith arespected personintheworld. Instead of livinga
prostitutelife, shewantsto becomeanaoble housewife.

Basantasenaa so hasavery big heart. By nature, sheisof generousnature. Whenthe
Samvahakacomesto her refuge, then despite not knowing him, shegiveshimthegold
bracel et worn on her hand to liberate him by donating him and saying that the conductor
himsalf hassent it. Basantasenascharacter isthat of anintelligent, artistically skilled
and learned woman. Sheeasily understandswhat issaid through gestures. Her heartis
devoted to Charudatta. Basantasena's behavior towards Charudattal's wife Dhauta
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Introductionto Indian also shows humility and admiration. Seeing Dhuta'selder sister infront of her, she

Dramas does not hesitate to call herself amaid. Basantasena also |oves Charudatta's son
Rohasenawith al her heart. Seeing the child's happiness, Basantasenatakes off her
gold jewelry and placesit on an earthen cart to makeacart for himto play. It can be
saidthat sheisfull of affection. In short, Basantasenaispure, of unique beauty, generous
andloving.

Shakara

Thevillain of this prakaranais Shakara. Heis very arrogant. Heis proud of his
relationship with theking. When thejudgerefusesto hear hiscaseintheninth act, he
threatensthat if hedoesnot hear hiscase, hewill ask hisbrother-in-lawv RgaPaak to
get another judge appointed in place of him. The hunter isproud of hiswedalth. Sheis
also very proud of her beauty. Being the brother of abeautiful sister, he considers
himself extremely handsome. Shakaraisilliterate. He doesn't even know what kind of
things should be said to which person. Heisunstable, stubborn and cowardly. His
thoughts keep changing from moment to moment. Even hisfriendsWit and Chet don't
believehim. Heisavery cruel, mercilessand arrogant person. Hiscruelty isvisible
when heattemptsto kill Basantasenaby strangulating her in private after tricking Wit
and Chet. By killinghim himsdlf, hetriesto blame Charuduttafor themurder. Ultimately,
Shakara's character can beunderstood insuch away that heisamineof vices, atease
of women, gluttonous, ruthless, cruel and selfish. Elementslike sharksareanti-social
elements.

Notes

Clown

Thename of theclown of MrichchhakatikaisMaitreya. HeisaBrahmin by casteand
isafriend and assistant of Charudatta. When Charudattawasrich, heusedtolive
therewith great joy, but when Charudatta became poor, hewandered here and there
for food and only at night hetook hisgold. But under any circumstances hedoesnot
leave Charudattasside. Healwayspraysfor the prosperity of Charudatta. Maitreya's
natureisfearful and angry. When he hears, that Shakarahad tried to grab Radnika's
hair, he becomesangry and getsready to kill Shakara. Heisafraid of goingintothe
dark. By nature, heisaperson of commonintelligence.

Shervilaka

Sharvilak isaBrahmin by caste and isan embodiment of courage and bravery. He
believesthat Goddess L akshmi residesin courage. Heiscompletely adept inthe art of
stedling. He haslearned the art of theft from an Acharyanamed Yogacharya. But heis
not aprofessional thief. He does not consider theft asagood work but dueto his
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poverty and being trapped in thelove of Madanika, he considerstheft asabusiness. Introductionto Indian
Sharvilakaisfull of courage. Heistheleader of therevolutionariesand breaksthe Dramas
prison gate and takesAryakaaway. It isalso hisjob to enter the palace and kill the
guardian and placeAryaon thethrone. Sharvilak isalso atrue and firm friend by
nature. When heisleaving homewith Madanikaand Basantasena, he getsthe newsof
Aryak being taken prisoner. Heimmediately getsdown and setsout tofreeAryak. In
thiscase, 'Arvilakaa so gppearsto be adept in conspiring. Hea so lovesthe courtesan,
Madanika. Heisadept in donning many disguisesand al soin speaking thelanguage of
other countries.

Notes

Dhuta

Dhutaisthe married woman of Charudatta. Shudraka has shown her asadevoted
woman by nature. Sheremainswith Charudattaequally in happinessand sorrow. She
isafollower of her husband. Charudattaisher husband whoisinlovewith aprogtitute.
Even after knowing this, theloyalty in Dhauta's heart towards her husband has not
diminished at all. When shelearnsthat Basantasena'sjewelry has been stolen, she
bringsthejewelry from her mother'shouse and handsit over to Maitreyato giveto
Basantasena. Sheisconstantly worried to ensure that Charudutt's reputation is not
tarnished inthe society. Like norma women, Dhutaisalso not greedy for jewelry.
When Basantasena sends the jewelry back to Dhuta, Dhutarejectsit saying that
Aryaputrahasgivenit to you happily so it would not beright for meto takeit. By
nature, Dhutaisgenerousand loves her husband. She considers Basantasenaas her
sster and wishes her well-being. Dhutais portrayed asan Indian womanwith anoble
character.

Madanika

Madanikaisportrayed as Basantasena'swel l-wisher and hisbeloved. Both loveeach
other very much. Basantasenatellsthe secret of her lovewith Charudattato Madanika.
Madanikaissecretly inlovewith Sharvilaka. Sharvilakasteal sfrom Charudutt'shouse
only to rescue Madanikafrom the audience. Madanikaisan intelligent and clever
woman by nature. She advises Sharvilakalike agood housewife. When Sharvilaka
expresseshisdesiretofree hisfriend Aryak from imprisonment, Madanikasupports
him. She never wants to be a hindrance to her husband's duties. Despite being a
courtesan, sheisagood friend and lover.

Buddhist Monk Samvahaka

Themonk of MrichchakatikaisaBuddhist monk. Beforethis, heappearsasagambling
Samvahaka. Hisfull introduction isrevea ed when heta ksto Basanthasenain the
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Introductionto Indian second act. Heisaresdent of Pataliputraand isthe son of ahouseholder there. Eager
Dramas to seethe country, he cameto Ujjaini and took up ajobin Charudatt'shouse. Initidly,
consideringit an art, helearned body pressing and massaging. Later thisbecamehis
meansof livelihood. When Charudatta became poor, the Samvahaka started earning
hisliving by gambling. Oneday helost al thegold coinsin gambling and out of fear of
thewinning gambler, hetook refuge at Basantasenashouse. It was Vasantasenawho
freed him from their hands. After taking renunciation, the Samvahakaappearsbefore
usintheform of atrue ascetic and has compl ete control over the senses.

Notes @

1.  Whatarethemainquaitiesinthecharacter of Charudatta?

2. Inwhat form hasVasantasenabeen depicted?

3. Whattypeof character is Shakara?

4.  WhoisMadanika?

5. Why doesthe conductor becomeaBuddhist monk?

11.5 STAGE POSSIBILITIES OF MRICHCHHAKATIKA

Mrichchhakatikaisan entertaining episodic composition of Sanskrit draméticliterature.,
Shadrach hascomposedit by strictly following al therulesof the episode. Thesubject
meatter isentirely created by the poet'simagination and Shudrakahas successfully tried
togiveasocia and political cover to the story through hisimagination. Infact, hehas
woven both the stories, onealove story and the other apolitical story, in suchaway
that neither can be separated from the other. The kind of charactersfound in this
episode arenot seenin any other Sanskrit drama. All the charactersrepresent different
sectionsof thesociety. He hasadopted asocid perspectiveby usinglow classcharacters
likeathief, amagician, aswindler, aganika, aganikaintheepisode. From theeducated
judgeto the Chandal and from the ganikato the noblewoman, he hasgiven avery
vivid description of the society of that timethrough generousand lowly characters.

Themain essence of Mrichchhakatikais Sringara. He hasbeautifully used VeeraRasa
inthe adopted form of Sringara. The entire episodeisfull of interesting incidents.
Another uniquefeature of thisepisodeisthat different typesof Prakrit languageshave
been usedinit. Inthis Shudrakahas used seven typesof Prakrit |languages. The use of
so many languagesand diaectsof Prakritisnot visibleinany other Sanskrit rupaka.
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Perhapsthisisonereason why this episode hasbeen trand ated into many languages Introductionto Indian
and dialectsand played in an interesting manner. AcharyaBharatahas also given Dramas
instructionsto use Prakrit language as per thetime, place and character. Shudrakais
seen following thisinstruction beautifully. Thus, Shudraka'sdramatic styleinthe
Mrichchhakatikaepisodeisvery smple, graceful and devoid of artificiality. The
dialoguesof theplay are poignant and successful in expressing emotions. Thestyleof
dialoguesisaso suitablefor theatre. Duetoitstheatrical possibilities, thisepisodeis
becoming the center of attraction not only in Sanskrit dramatic literaturebut alsoin
modernthestre.

@*\ WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNT

Theperiod of Shudrakaissixth century.

Notes

° Thereismention of Shu DrakainVamanakrit Kavyaankar Sutra.
° Mrichchhakatikaisan episodewritten by Shudraka.

e Thereis a beautiful coordination of love story and political story in
Mrichchhakatikam.

e  Thereareten pointsin Mrichchhakatikaepisode.
° The story of Mrichchhakatikaisimagined by the poet.

™ In Mrichchhakatika, Charudattaisthe hero, Basantasenaisthe heroineand
Shakaraisthe anti-hero.

e  Theepisodehasbeen named Mrichchhakatikadueto theincident of Basantasena
keeping gold jewelry inthechild'sclay cart.

° Mrichchhakatikadescribes characterslikethief, gambler, swindler etc.
° Seventypesof Prakrit languages have been used in Mrichchhakatika.

e  Themainessenceof Mrichchhakatikais Sringara. VeeraRasahasbeen used as
Angirasfor Sringara. Comedy isa so planned according to theincident. Inthe
end, apoignant use of Karun Rasaisal so seen.

‘EI TERMINAL EXERCISE

1.  Whatisthemainstory of Mrichchhakatika?

2. What did you know about Shudraka?
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Mrichchhakatika

3.
4.

11.1

11.2

15-3

Tl usabout the character described in Mrichchhakatika?

Tell usabout the dramatic style of Mrichchhakatika?

N
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A
e ANSWERS TO INTEXT QUESTIONS

Creator of Mrichchakatika
Sixthcentury

Poetry

Bhasa

Varahamihir

TenActs
Samvahaka
Charudattaiswife
Thief

Act-3

Act-9

Brave, generous, kind, clever, skillful, polite, attractive personality

Quialitiesof the heroine, peerless beauty, good character, generous, kind,
affectionate

Anti-hero, arrogant, deceitful, rude, cruel and merciless

Oneday, after losing everythingingambling, hetakesrefugein Vasantasena
out of fear of thewinning gambler. Vasantasenafreeshim fromtheir hands.
Hurt by thisincident, the conductor takesretirement.
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