MODULE - 8

Practical Aspect of
Natya

MUDRARAKSHAS

Notes

Vishakhadattaisaprominent playwright of Sanskrit literature. Hisplay Mudrarakshas
isoneof theplaysthat have occupied animportant placein Sanskrit dramatic literature.
The playwright Vishakhadatta has presented the historical and political sceneswith
great beauty inthisplay. Earlier, love storieswere used asplotsin Sanskrit plays, but
in this series, Mudrarakshas presents itself with a completely different and new
perspectiveinthat tradition withits contemporary and political plot characteristics.

Inthefield of playwritingintheclassical tradition, Mudrarakshasisaplay basedona
diplomatictheme. Insuchacase, itisessentia to know about thisplay. Inthischapter,
therefore, wewill focus on these characteristics of the Mudrarakshasaplay.

[ LEARNING OUTCOMES

After studying thislesson, you-

e  know about Vishakhadatta;

° know about the Mudrarakshasplay;

° know about the story of Mudrarakshasa; and

™ know about the characters of Mudrarakshasa;

6.1 GENERAL INTRODUCTION TO VISHAKHADATTA

In the Bharata Vakya of the play, Vishakhadatta accepts the name of the king as
Chandragupta. Therefore, scholarsbelievethat Vishakhadattain hisplay referstohis
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Practical Aspect of patron Chandragupta-|1 through the description of ChandraguptaM auryawhosetime

Natya period was 375t0 413 AD. The Pataliputra described by Vishakhadattaisavery
prosperouscity. If welook at the history, by thetime of Harshavardhanainthesixth
century, Patali putrawasfragmented. It turnsout that Buddhismwasbeing re-introduced
at that time and on the basi sthat scholars have accepted thetime of Vishakhadattaas
the beginning of thefifth century.

Thedirection of King Avanti Varmain the Bharatavakyaof Vishakhadattasplay is
: proved from ahistorical point of view. King Avanti Varmawastheking of Kannavj of
Notes theMaukhari dynasty end and beginning of the seventh century. At theend of thesixth
century, terror of Gondasprevailedinwestern North India. King Avanti Varmadefeated
the Gondaswith the help of King Prabhakar Vardhanaof Thaneswar. Thishistorica
event datesback to 582 AD, So histimeisfixed at the end of the sixth century. The
sametime period has been unanimoudy accepted by scholars.

Apart from Mudrarakshasa, two other playswritten by Vishakhadattaare mentioned:
(2) Devi Chandraguptaand (2) Abhisarikavanchitaka. The second of theseplaysis
unattainable. Thefirst play, Devi Chandragupta, isalso aromantic story aswell asa
political one,

6.2 GENERAL INTRODUCTION TO MUDRARAKSHA

Mudrarakshasaisaplay of aninteresting and innovative nature. Inthisseven-act play,
Chanakya, Chandraguptaand Nanda's Swamibhakt Amatyaarein the center of the
Rakshasa. Chanakya hasinstalled Chandraguptaon the throne by being proud of
Nanda. Chanakyauses hisdiplomacy to make Nandastrusted minister Rakshasathe
minister of Chandragupta but Rakshasa does not accept it. He conspires against
Chandraguptain variousways. In the end, Chanakyasucceedsin hisobjectivewith
hisdiplomatic skills. Thewhole play isbased on these diplomatic moves.

Vishakhadatta'spolitical erudition canbeclearly seeninthisplay. Infact, writing such
anintellectud play isavery difficult task. The playwright hascarefully transformedthe
entire plot into aplay while maintaining interest. It isan event-oriented play witha
heroic theme. The sense of excitement we seein almost every character. Thereisno
direct fight anywherein the play but Vishakhadattahascleverly used thistonethrough
didogues.
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¥ INTEXT QUESTIONS 6.1

1.  WhoisVisakhadutt?

2. What arethecresationsof Visakhadutt?,

3. What natureof play isMudrarakshas?

4.  Onwhatisthemain plot of Mudrarakshas based?
5. Whatisthemain Rasaof Mudrarakshasa?

6.3 STORY OF MUDRARAKSHASA

Visakhadutt has divided the story of the play Mudrarakshasainto 7 acts. Themain
story in the plot is of Chanakya using his diplomacy to make the Rakshasa
Chandraguptalsamatya. Veer RasaPradhan Inthisdrama, the sequence of devel opment
of the story according to thenumbersisasfollows-

Act-1

At thebeginning of thisact, thereisadiscussion about Brahminfeast in general onthe
occasion of lunar eclipse. Then suddenly avoice comesfrom the background asking,
whoisthereinmy lifetimewho can seduce Chandragupta? The narrator comesforward
andtellsthe audiencethat heisKautilyaand then Chanakyaentersthe stage. Assoon
asChanakyaenters, hetellshisgrief that hisminister, angry at the destruction of the
Nandadynasty, hasjoined the Rakshasa king Maayketu and is conspiring against
Chandragupta. Chanakyaknowsthe AmatyaRakshasavery well and hewantsto
somehow influence him and make him agree to become ChandraguptasAmatya.
Chanakya, not expressing hisfeelings, makesadiplomatic plan. Chanakyacomesto
know that the family of Rakshasa Amatya iswith Chandandas in Kusumpur of
Pataliputra. The Rakshasa'sfavorite public believers are Kayastha Shakatdas and
Siddharthaka. Chanakyad so findsacurrency of the Rakshasa. He gets Shakatdasto
writealetter and getsthe marksof the Rakshasa's currency madeonit. The Rakshasa
and hiscurrency becomethe main basisof the plot of thisplay, hencethe name of the
play hasal so been named Mudrarakshas.

Act-2

In thisact the conspiracy against Chandraguptais shown. At the beginning of the
second act, aplanisbeing madeto kill Chandraguptawhen he arrivesat Nanda's
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MODULE - 8 Mudrarakshas

Practical Aspect of grand palace. Chandraguptaisabout to enter Rgj Prasad sitting on an elephant when
Natya thehugearch gateis conspiratorially demolished. The el ephant moves quickly and
saves Chandragupta. Inthisway Chandraguptaissaved fromdying.

Act-3

Inthisepisode, bitternessincreases between Chandraguptaand Chanakyaregarding
theorganization of Kaumudi Mahotsav. Chandraguptaordersthisevent ontheday of
Sharad Purnimawhile Chanakyastopsit. Another occasion comeswhen Chanakya
stopstheking from giving donations. Chandraguptagetsangry and startsdisobeying
Chanakya. Chanakya publicizesthis difference of opinion between himself and
Chandraguptaso that thisnewsreachesthe enemy and ultimately thisiswhat happens.
Thisnewsreachestheenemy.

Notes

Act-4

In thisact, Amatyahimself informsthe Rakshasa M alayketu about the bitterness
between Chandraguptaand Chanakyamentioned in the previousact. Malayketuis
convinced that Chandraguptaisalienated from his people because of Chanakya's
faults. If Chanakya is removed, the public will feel more affection towards
Chandraguptathan before.

Act-5

In this episode, Parvatraj Malayketu learnsthat hisfather has been killed not by
Chanakyasconspiracy but duetotheevil plan of AmatyaRakshas. Differencesbetween
Malayaketu and the Rakshasa begin to increase. Malayketu looks at the Rakshasa
with suspicion. Bitternessstartsincreasing between thetwo. Now the RakshasaAmeatya
feeshelplessand graduadly sinksinto despair.

Act-6

After beinginsulted by Malaydas, the Rakshasacomesto Pataliputra. He comesto
know that troubles have befalen Chandandas. The only fault of friend Chandandas
wasthat hehad given aplaceto hideto thefamily of AmatyaRakshasand hewasnot
telling anything to the king because of friendship. Theking has sentenced himto death
and preparationsare being madeto hang him.

Act-7

The Rakshasameetshisfriend Chandandasand revealshissecret to him that heisthe
Rakshasa because of whom he has been given death sentence. Then Chanakyaenters
from the backstage. Chanakyatel|sthe Rakshasaabout hisdiplomatic moves. At last,
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the Rakshasaaccepts ChandraguptalsA matyapost. Chandraguptareturnshiskingdom
to Maayketu and declares Chandandas asthe head of thetrade union. Thus, the play
endswith good wishesfor Chandragupta.

G INTEXT QUESTIONS 6.2

1.  How many actsarethereinthe play Mudrarakshasa?

2. Why isthenameof theplay Mudrarakshas?

3. What happensin the number three of Mudrarakshasa?

4.  Why isChandandasgiven death penaty?

5. Why does Chanakyawant to make Rakshasa Chandragupta'suncle?

16.3 CHARACTERS OF THE PLAY MUDRARAKSHASA

Theentireplot of the play M udrarakshas has been made keeping Chanakya, Rakshas,
Chandraguptaand Malayketu at the centre.

Chandragupta

Scholars accepted Chandragupta asthe hero of the play MudraRakshas, although
Chandraguptaentersonly twiceintheentireplay. Thefirst timein the Sati episodeis
when he hasto fight with Chanakyaand the second timeisat theend of the play when
the Rakshasahasto beinvited to take up the post of minister. Chandraguptaappears
on the stagein some capacity only on thesetwo occasions. Onthe basisof this, the
character of Chandragupta in the play can be understood. Chandragupta is a
courageous hero. Heishumble by nature. Heisalso adevotee of Guru. Hebelieves
everything of Chanakya Wherehedisagreeswith the Guru hea so experiencessorrow.

Malayketu

Mdayketuiscautiousby nature, trustworthy and quick to dowork. Heisproud of his
influencethat heisnot in the control of hisminister whereasinthedramaheisseen
taking part. Ma ayketu doeswhatever advice hegets. Dueto aconspiracy hatched by
Chanakya, he getshisown well-wisherskilled who accuse the Rakshasa. Hedoes not
realizethat it ispossiblethat aconspiracy isbeing hatched. He has no knowledge of
humans, that iswhy hetrustshisenemiesand distrustshisfriends.
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MODULE - 8 Mudrarakshas

Practical Aspect of Chanakya

Netya Chanakyaisby natureavery intdligent, promising, brilliant and skilled palitician character
whoisproficient in diplomacy. Chanakyahad vowed to destroy the Nandadynasty
through hiswords and wisdom and accomplished it through Chandragupta. Inthe
play, Chanakya hasresolved to make the Rakshasa Chandraguptal's minister and in
theend hedoes so. Chanakyahasastrong quality of foresight. Every incident of the
play happensaccording to Chanakya. Thisishow theformer creates. Thereisno such
occasion seen anywhereinthe play whereall these charactersare seen dishelieving
Notes Chanakya. One of the main qualities of Chanakyais hisknowledge of people. He
believesthat al the spiesof Chanakyaare under hiscontrol. Healso used Vishkanya
sent for Chandragupta as a promoter. Chanakya's skillful diplomacy was behind
Chandraguptasmonopalistic rule. Chanakya, despitebeing askilled politician, wasa
scholar inthetrue sense. Despite being theking'sguru, helived in hishut. Healso
praisesthequalitiesof hisenemiesin hisheart. Onthebasisof hisdiplomacy, hedoes
not allow bloodshed to happen without any reason.

Rakshasa

The Character of the Rakshasa-The Mudrarakshasis an important character. The
Rakshasahas unwavering devotionto hismaster in hisheart and afirm commitment to
avenge Nandaeven after hisdeath. Chanakyaa so knowsthequdlity of the Rakshasa
so hewantsto make him the minister of Chandragupta. The Rakshasaisahappily
faithful person. He doesnot know crooked policy that iswhy he makesthe persons
sent by Chanakyahisclosefriendsand confidants. Hefindly learnswho hisenemy is.
What surprises Chanakyathe Rakshasareadily accepts. The Rakshasaisabit of a
wary character aswell. Hegladly giveshisornamentsto Siddharthawhich Ma ayaketu
sent him. He acceptsevery situation assimpleand easy. Heisalso mighty by nature.
Other charactersintheplay-

Vibhatsaka

Thischaracter went to kill Chandraguptawhile hewas asleep on the orders of the
Rakshasa. Hewas hiding in the tunnel with hiscomrades. He could not hidefrom
Chanakya's eyes. Chanakyawas suspicious of therow of antsfrom the crack and set
firetothewall. It wasan obedient character.

Parvataka

Chanakyahad destroyed Nandawith the hel p of even Parvataand then defeated his
minister Rakshasa. Chanakyahad promised to divide half the kingdom to conquer
Kusumpur but when the Rakshasawas defeated hetook Parvatakaon hisside. The
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Vishakanyawhom the Rakshasahad sent to kill Chandraguptawas sent by Chanakya Practical Aspect of
to Parvatakaand killed him Natya

Vairodhaka

TheVairodhakawasthe brother of Parvataka. After Parvatakadied, Chanakyaoffered
to givehdf thekingdomtotheVairodhakaandinvited himinside. Thebarbar, who sat
downtokill Chandraguptakilled Vairodhaka

Vishnu Sharma/Nipunaka

Nipunakaisafriend of Chanakyawhoisaknower of ShukraNiti andthe64 arts. He § nrozes
livedindisguiseasan expert. Intheplay, Vishnu Sharmaremains Chanakyasspy asa

master. It plays an important rolein the plot becauseit isthe one who bringsthe
Rakshasasring and givesit to Chanakya

Siddhartha

Siddharthais also aspy of Chanakyawho stayswith the Rakshasatogether with
Shakatdas and conveys his secret to Chanakya.

Samiddharthaka

Samiddharthakaisafriend of Siddharthaand heliveswith hisfriendintheguiseof a
Chandala. It al so appears as Chanakya's spy.

Bhagurayan

Bhagurayanais Chanakya's spy and appearsin the play asafriend of Malayaketu.
Bhagurayanaisskilled intheart of espionage. He hideshissecret and putssuch things
inMalayaketu'smind which resultsin asplit between the Rakshasaand Ma ayaketu.

Jivasiddha Kshapanaka or Bhadanta
Hewasaspy of Chanakyaand askilled astrologer.
Vijayavarma

Vijay Varmaplanswith Chandragupta'sarmy to Malayaketu's house at Chanakya's
request and conveyshisinformation to Chanakya

Achaldatta Kayastha
Thisistheminister of Chandragupta.
Shonottari

Itisthe gatekeeper of Chandragupta.
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Practical Aspect of Vijayapal Durgpal
Natya Itisthe chief servant of Chandragupta.
Vishvasu
Thisisthe Brahmin to whom Chandraguptagivescharity.
Kapal Pashik and Dand Pashik

Theseare chandal aswho do thecrucifixion.

Sharngarav

Notes

Thisisadiscipleof Chanakya.
Hingurat

Itisthe chief of the gatekeepers of Chandraguptawho goesto Malayaketu on the
ordersof Chanakya.

Balgupta
Stayswith Ma ayaketu to take the secrets.
Rajsen

Thisisthe childhood servant of Chandraguptawho goestothearmy of Malayaketu at
the behest of Chanakya.

Bhadrabhat

Hewasa so aspy of Chanakyawho livesasaservant of MalayaK etu.
Chandrabhanu

It had goneto Malayaketu at the behest of Chanakya.

Singhbal Dutt

He was Chandragupta's commander who had joined Malayketu at the behest of
Chanakya.

Rohitaksh

He was the son of the Malwa king who had joined Malayketu on the advice of
Chanakya.

Deerghachakshu
Wasthe gate guard of Malayketu.
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Shikharsen Practical Aspect of
Hewasthe commander of Malayketu. Parvataka had ordered him to be crushed by Natya
theelephant.

Sarvaarthasiddhi

Hewasthe brother of King Nand. After the death of King Nand, the Rakshasaplaced
him onthethrone. Dueto fear of Chanakya, heran away from the state and reached
theforest where Jeevasiddhi got himkilled.

Vakranash Notes
Minister of Nandadynasty before Mahananda

Shaktar

Hewasaminister of the Nandadynasty and wasa Shudraby caste.

Vichakshana

Shewasthe maid of King Nand.

Priyambadak

Heisaservant of the Rakshasa.

Chandandas

Heisabusinessman from Pataliputrawho isafriend of the Rakshasa. The Rakshasa
had given shelter to hisfamily herefor which hewas sentenced to death.

Q INTEXT QUESTIONS 6.3

Whoisthe hero of Mudrarakshasa?
WhoisChanakya?

Whoisthe Rakshasa?

Why is Chandandas hanged?
WhoisBhadrabhata?

Whoisthe Nipunaka?
WhoisSiddharthaka?
WhoistheVairodhaka?

© © N o g bk~ w N PP

WhoisShikharasen?
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Practical Aspectof | 10.  WhoisShektar?

Natya
6.4 THEATRICALSTYLE OF MUDRARAKSHASA

Theplay Mudrarakshaswritten by Visakhadutt isan incident oriented play. By keeping
the heroic spirit at the centre, the playwright has given prominenceto thefeeling of
enthusasminall thecharacters. Theway dl the characters communi cate throughout
thestory showsimmenseenthusiasm and energy. Ingenerd, thisplay isfull of energetic
: dialogues, description of war and statements|like bravery of heroes. Chanakyaisat
Notes the center of the play and feelings of bravery can be clearly seen in Chanakya's
statements. Without war, Chanakyadefeated the Rakshasawith hisdiplomacy. Thisis
the skill of Vijakhaduit.

Thereisalack of female charactersand clownsin the play Mudrarakshasa. Inthe
play, Chandandasswifedefinitely entersthe stagefor sometime but she doesnot play
any specificroleingiving momentumto theplot. The humor hasa so not been planned
by the clown, Vishakhadutt. Perhaps he does not consider thisappropriatefor the
seriousnessof hisstory. But even after being seriousand not using aclown, therehas
been noreductionintheinterestingnessof the play.

If we study the play Mudrarakshasa, we find that he has saved the play from the
defectsof poetry. Hehasdlowed thestyle of dramatoremainintheplay. Thelanguage
issimple and has abundance of sweetness and prasad qualities. Figures of speech
have been used very littleinthisplay. Figuresof speech like metaphor, dliteration and
smilehavebeen usedinit. The naturalnessof the dramahasincreased dueto theuse
of prosemorethan poetry inthediad ogues. Duetoitsdiplomatic theme, Mudrarakshasa
iscongdered aspecid play in Sanskrit dramaticliterature. Itisan attractiveand unique
dramaof itsownkindintheclassica tradition.

@*” WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNT

e  Thetimeperiod of Visakhaduttaisthe end of the sixth century.

e Viskhadutt'sancestorswerekings, hence heinherited theknowledgeof politics
and diplomacy.

° Vishakhadutt has composed the play Mudrarakshasa.

° Thereismention of two moreplayswritten by Visakhadutta- Devi Chandragupta
and Abhisarikavanchitak.

° Mudrarakshasisan eventful drama.
SENIOR SECONDARY




Mudrarakshas MODULE -8

° Thestory in Mudrarakshasais described in seven chapters. Practical Aspect of

e  Themainessenceof MudrarakshasaisVesr. Natya

e  Themaingory of thisplay isChanakyasunopposed ascension to thethrone of
Chandraguptaby placing Chandragupta's opponent and Nand'sminister Rakshas
onthe post of Amatya.

e  Themaincharactersof theplay are: Chandragupta, Chanakya, Ma ayketu and
Rakshas. Apart fromthese, thereare 29 other supporting charactersintheplay.

° Thesubject of politicsand diplomacy isdescribed in Mudrarakshasa. Notes
e  Thereisasomoreuseof proseinthedrama.
Mudrarakshasalacksaclown and afemal e character.

° Inthefifthact, thereisthestory of Jmutavahanagetting stained with blood from
Garudasheak and Garudarepenting.

gl TERMINAL EXERCISE

1.  Whatisthemain story of Mudrarakshasa?

2. What did you know about Vijakhadutt?

w

Tell about character of Chanakya?

E

Tell about thetheater craft of Mudrarakshasa?

A
Q ANSWERS TO INTEXT QUESTIONS

6.1

Visakhadutt isthe playwright of Mudrarakshasa. Hisancestorswerekings.
Mudrarakshasa, Devi Chandraguptaand Abhisarikavanchitak.
Mudrarakshasisadramaof political and diplomatic nature.

A 0w D P

Themain plot of Mudrarakshasais based on Chanakya's diplomacy to
make the Rakshasa Chandragupta's minister.

5. Themainessenceof Mudrarakshasais Veser.
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Practical Aspect of 6.2
Natya 1. Therearesevenactsintheplay Mudrarakshasa.

2. Chanakyaalso gets acurrency of the Rakshasa. He gets Shakatdas to
writealetter and getsthe marks of the Rakshasa's currency made onit.
The Rakshasaand hiscurrency becomethe main basis of the plot of this
play, hencethe nameof the play hasa so been named Mudrarakshas. What
happensin act three of Mudrarakshas?

3. Giving death pendty to Chandandasisapart of Chanakyasdiplomacy. He
knew that Chandandas had given shelter to the Rakshasa'sfamily. If he
doesthis, the Rakshasawill definitely cometo savehim.

Notes

4. Chanakyaiswell awareof the qualitiesof the Rakshasa. Heisan honest
and devoted person. The second reason is that this will also end
Chandragupta'sopposition.

6.3
1. Theheroof Mudrarakshasais Chandragupta.

N

Chanakya is the guru of Chandragupta. It was he who appointed
Chandraguptaonthethronein honor of Nand Van.

Rakshasaistheminister of King Nanda.

Chandandasishanged because he had hel ped the Rakshasa.
Bhadrabhat is Chanakyas spy who livesasaservant of Ma ayketu.
Nipunak isafriend of Chanakyawho had brought the Rakshasasring.

N A L

Siddharthakais Chanakya's spy who liveswith the Rakshasaasafriend of
Shakatdas.

Vairodhakaisthe brother of Parvatakawhoiskilled by the barbarian.

®©

9. Shikharsenaisthe commander of Maayketu whom Parvatakaordersto
be crushed by the el ephant.

10. Shaktar isaminister of Nand dynasty and isa Shudraby caste.
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