READINGWITH UNDERSTANDING
(Nation buildersof India: Vallabh Bhai
Patel and Bal Gangadhar Tilak)

Thislessonisabout thetwo prominent nation-buildersof India: Bal Gangadhar Tilak
and Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. Thislesson aimsto provide an understanding of the
contributionsof theseleadersin India sstrugglefor independence and nation-building.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

After studying thislesson, thelearner:
e  Anadysesandevauaesdifferent passageswrittenin English;

° | nterprets short theme-based passages by closereading, and answersquestions
on those passages.

18.1LOKMANYA BAL GANGADHARTILAK

Ba Gangadhar Tilak wasbornon July 23, 1856, in Ratnagiri, Maharashtra. Hehailed
from aBrahmin family and received an early education rooted in Indian cultureand
heritage. Hisquest for knowledgeled him to pursue higher education in mathematics
and law. Tilak’ sentry into politicswas marked by hisdeep senseof nationa prideand
acall for Swarg. Hebecameapart of the Indian National Congressbuit later founded
the extremi st wing within the Congress, advocating for amore assertive approach
towards achieving independence. His newspaper, “Kesari,” and later “Maratha,”
became powerful platformsfor spreading nationalist idess.

Oneof themost famousincidentsfrom Bal Gangadhar Tilak’slifeisthe story of how
he popul arised the Ganesh Chaturthi festival asapublic celebration. When Tilak was
ayoung boy, hewitnessed agroup of childrenin hisneighbourhood playing outside
during the Ganesh Chaturthi festival . These children were upset becausethey couldn’t
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openly celebratethefestival dueto restrictionsby the British colonia authorities. Tilak
wasdeeply moved by thisincident and felt that the cultural and religioustraditions of
Indiawere being suppressed. In response, he had a brilliant idea— he decided to
makethe Ganesh Chaturthi celebration apublic event. Hebelieved that by celebrating
thefestiva openly and bringing peopletogether, they could assert their cultura identity
and build asense of unity and pride. Thisinitiativeled to the public celebration of
Ganesh Chaturthi, atradition that continuesto thisday in many partsof India, where
communities cometogether to worship L ord Ganeshawith el aborate processions,
music, and dance.

Another notableinitiative hetook wasthe cel ebration of the Shivaji festival .1n 1895,
Tilak organised agrand Shivgji festival in Puneto commemoratethe Marathawarrior
king, Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharg. Thisfestival wasnot just about remembering the
past but also about inspiring peopleto take pridein their culture and history. The
festival included processions, historical exhibitions, and cultural eventsthat brought
the community together.Tilak’ svision wasto remind peopleof thevaour and bravery
of leaderslike Shivgi and toingtil asenseof patriotisnand prideinther Indianidentity.
Hiseffortsto revive and celebrate India srich history contributed to the cultural
awakening of thetime.

Ba Gangadhar Tilak wasapass onateleader who believed indirect actionto achieve
independence. Bal Gangadhar Tilak wasknown for his powerful speechesand his
ability to mobilisethe masses. Inamemorabl eincident during apublic gathering, Tilak
declared, “ Swargjyaismy birthright, and | shall haveit!” Thispowerful statement
becamearallying cry for theindependence movement and inspired countlessIndians
tojointhestrugglefor self-rule.Tilak’ swordsresonated deeply with peoplefrom all
walksof life, igniting asense of national pride and determination to work towards
achieving Swarg (sdf-rule). Thisdeclaration becameaniconic momentinIndiasfight
for independence and ga vanised the spirit of freedom among themasses.His ability to
mobilisethemassesand hiscall for non-cooperationwith the British authoritiesduring
the Swadeshi M ovement and the boycott of foreign goodshad aprofound impact on
thefreedom struggle.

Tilak wasnot only anationalist but also areformer. Heworked to promote education
among the massesand emphasi sed theimportance of cultural and linguisticidentity.
Hiseffortsin thefield of education and his contributionsto the devel opment of the
Ganesh Chaturthi festival asapublic celebration were notable. Tilak’sunwavering
commitment to the cause of independenceled to several imprisonmentsby the British
colonid authorities. Hespent asignificant part of hislifebehind bars, enduring hardships
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for hisconvictions. Despitethis, heremained asteadfast and inspirational figurefor
many.

Onesignificant aspect of Bal Gangadhar Tilak’s prison lifewas hiscommitment to the
causeof Indianindependencewhileincarcerated at Mandalay Central Jail in Burma.
Despitethe challenging conditions, Tilak continued towrite prolificaly. Heauthored
severa works, including “ TheArctic HomeintheVedas’ and“ GitaRahasya,” during
hisimprisonment. Theseliterary worksnot only showcased hisintellectual prowess
but aso played avitd roleininspiring thelndian massesto jointhestrugglefor freedom.
Hiswritingsweresmuggled out of prison and publishedin newspapers, anplifying the
cal for independence and demonstrating hisunwavering dedi cation to the cause even
from behind bars.

Bal Gangadhar Tilak’slegacy ismultifaceted. Heisremembered as apassionate
nationaist whoignited thespirit of self-ruleamong themasses. Hiscontributionstothe
Swadeshi Movement, the promotion of education, and the assertion of cultural identity
continueto influence India ssocio-political landscape.Bal Gangadhar Tilak’slifeand
work exemplify the power of unwavering determination and theability of oneindividua
toinspireanation. Hiscall for Swaraj and hisrolein shaping India’s strugglefor
independencemakehim areveredfigurein Indiashistory, atrue patriot who dedicated
hislifeto the cause of freedom.

> INTEXT QUESTIONS18.1

Choose the correct option for each question.
1.  What werethe namesof the newspapersstarted by Tilak?
ad Kesari andMaratha
b) TheTimesof Indiaand Hindustan Times
c) SwargyaandYoungIndia
d) ThePioneer and TheTribune
2. Whichfedtivd did Ba Gangadhar Tilak start to celebratein public?
a) Hdl b) Ganesh Chaturthi
c) Diwdi d Ed
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3. What did Tilak mean by the statement “ Swarajyaismy birthright, and | shall
haveit?’

a Hedemanded asdary increasefor government officials.

b) Heasserted hisright to celebraterdigiousfestivalsopenly.

¢) Hedeclared hisunwavering determinationto achievesdf-rulefor India

d) Heingsted onbecomingthe President of thelndian National Congress.
4.  What did Tilak do when hewasimprisoned?

a) Heorganised acricket tournament.

b) Heauthored literary workslike*TheArcticHomeintheVedas.”

¢) Hewentonahunger strike.

d) HetravelledtoLondontomeet with Britishofficias.
5. WherewasTilak imprisoned when hewrote hisbook “ GitaRahasya’ ?

a Alcatraz Prison, USA

b) Tihar Jal, India

c) Mandday Central Jail, Burma

d) Robbenldand, SouthAfrica

18.2SARDAR VALLABHBHAI PATEL - THE IRON MAN OF INDIA

Vallabhbhai Patel wasborn on October 31, 1875, in Nadiad, Gujarat, India, intoa
humbleagriculturd family. Fromayoung age, he displayed remarkabledeter mination
and athirst for knowledge. Patel’sjourney led himto study law at theMiddle Temple
InninLondon, England, where hehoned hislegd skillsand devel oped akeen sense of
justice.Upon returning to Indiain 1913, Patel began hislegal career asabarristerin
Ahmedabad. Hissharplega acumen, coupled with hisdeep concernfor social issues,
quickly gained himrecognition. Patel’ slega practice becameaplatform throughwhich
he advocated for the rights of the underprivileged and disenfranchised, setting the
stagefor hisfuture politica career.

Patdl’ sgrowinginvolvement in India sfreedom struggle drew him towardsthe Indian
National Congress. Histirelesseffortsand unwavering commitment to the cause of
independenceled himto risethrough the ranks of the Congress, earning respect and
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admirationfor hisleadership.Sardar Patel’scommitment to India sindependencewas
unwavering. Hewas not only avocal proponent but also a staunch practitioner of
nonviolent resistance. During the strugglefor independence, Sardar Va labhbhai Patel
played acrucia roleinthe K heda Satyagraha, ahistoric episode of nonviolent res stance
againg theBritish colonia adminigtration. In Kheda, Gujarat, poor farmerswerefacing
a severe crop failure, and they were unable to pay land revenue to the British
government.Sardar Patel, known for hisempathetic leadership, took up the cause of
thesedistressed farmers. Heled the Kheda Satyagraha, urging thefarmerstowithhold
their taxesand demanding relief from the oppressiverevenuepolicies. Hisparticipation
invariouscivil disobedience movementsearned him numerous prison sentences, but
heremained resolutein hisconvictions. Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel’ sleadership during
theBardoli Satyagrahaisaremarkablestory. In 1928, the British government increased
land revenueratesin the Bardoli region of Gujarat, causingimmense hardshiptothe
locdl farmers. Patel took up the causeand led the Bardoli Satyagrahato protest against
thisunjust policy. The Bardoli Satyagrahaof 1928, under hisleadership, standsasan
iconic exampleof hisdedication to thecause, earning himthereveredtitleof “ Sardar”
or“Leader.”

Duringthefina stagesof India'sstrugglefor independence, Patel played apivota role
innegotiationswith the British authorities. Hisstrategic acumen and diplomatic finesse
wereinstrumenta in securing India shard-fought independencein 1947. Henot only
played akey rolein convincing the British to grant independence but dso in persuading
the princely statesto accedeto the newly independent India.

After India sindependence, Sardar VValabhbhai Patel assumedthecrucid roleof Indias
fira Deputy PrimeMinigter andtheMinister of HomeA ffarsintheinaugura government
led by Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru. In this capacity, he faced monumental
chalenges. Patel’ sleadership wasparticularly evident in theintegration of the princely
dtates. Hisskillful diplomacy and persuasiveabilitiesplayed acrucid rolein peacefully
assmilating over 500 princely statesinto thelndian Union, ensuring India sterritorial
integrity.

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel faced another daunting challenge — the integration of
Hyderabad, aprincely statewith aMuslim Nizam who wasreluctant to accedeto
India. The Nizam of Hyderabad wanted to remain independent or possibly join
Pekistan.Sardar Patel embarked on amission to peacefully integrate Hyderabad into
India. However, negatiationswiththeNizam proved chalenging. TheStuation escal ated,
leading to the *“ Operation Polo” military action in September 1948. Indian forces
quickly and effectively defeated the Nizam’sarmy, leading to theaccess on of Hyderabad

tolndia
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Another remarkableincident from Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel’slifeisrelated tothe
integration of theprincely state of Junagadh into the Indian Union. Junagadh, located
in present-day Gujarat, wasaprincely statewith aMudim ruler, Nawab Muhammad
Mahabat Khan I11, who decided to accedeto Pakistan after Indiagai ned independence
in1947. Sardar Patel wasfaced with the chalenging task of bringing Junagadh, which
had aHindu-mgjority population, into the Indian Union. Despitethe Nawaly' sdecision
to accedeto Pakistan, Patel wasdetermined to ensuretheterritoria integrity of India
Heinitiated negotiations, and when diplomacy failed, he decided onabold move.lnan
unexpected turn of events, Sardar Patel organised asuccessful policeaction, sending
Indian forcesto Junagadh to securetheregion. Thismoveled to theintegration of
Junagadh into India, ensuring that theterritory stayed united with the newly formed
nation. Thisdemongtrates hisdetermination and strategic thinking in pursuing hisgoals
like securing theunity of anewly independent India.

That iswhy Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel’s most enduring legacy ishiscontribution to
nationa unity andintegration. Hisnickname, “Iron Man of India,” symbolisesnot only
hisunwavering determination and strong leadership but dso hisroleinforging aunited,
democratic, and federa India.ln honour of hismemory and lasting impact, the* Statue
of Unity,” theworld' stallest statue, wasinaugurated on October 31, 2018, in Gujarat.
Thistowering statue, standing at 182 metres (597 feet), representsnot only Patel’s
physical staturebut also hismonumenta staturein Indian history.

Sardar Valabhbhai Patel’slifestory servesasaninspiration for generations, illustrating
the power of determination, diplomacy, and leadership in shaping anation’sdestiny.
Hiscontributionsto India’sfreedom struggle and the consolidation of the country
post-independence make himan enduring symbol of national prideand unity.

¥ INTEXT QUESTIONS18.2

1.  WhatwasSardar Patel’s profession before entering politics?
a Doctor
b) Lawyer
c) Enginesr
d) Teacher
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2. Whichhigtoriceventisassociated with Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel’sleadershipin ReadingWith
Gujarat? Understanding

a QuitIndiaMovement
b) JdlianwaaBaghMassacre
¢) KhedaSatyagraha

d) Non-Cooperation Movement

3. Whatroledid Sardar Valabhbhai Patel play intheintegration of princely Sates
intolndia?

Notes

a Heopposedtheintegration of princely states.
b) Heplayednoroleinthisprocess.

¢) Hewasinstrumenta in peacefully integrating over 500 princely statesinto
thelndian Union.

d) Heledtheprincely statesinarevolt against Britishrule.

4.  Which princely state posed asignificant challengeto Sardar Patel’seffortsat
integration dueto itsNizam'’sreluctanceto accedeto India?

a Kadmir
b) Hyderabad
¢) Junagadh
d) Travancore

5. What significant action did Sardar Patel taketo integratethe princely state of
Junagadhintothelndian Union?

a Heinitiated negotiationswith Pakistan.
b) Heorganised areferendum.
¢) Heconductedapoliceaction.

d) HeappealedtotheUnited Nationsfor intervention.
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ReadingWith R
Understanding ﬂANS\NERSTO INTEXT QUESTIONS
18.1
1. @ KesariandMaratha
2. b) GaneshChaturthi
3. ©) Hedeclared hisunwavering determinationto achieve sdf-rulefor In-
Notes dia

4. b) Heauthoredliterary workslike® TheArcticHomeintheVedas.”
5. ¢ Mandalay Central Jail, Burma.
18.2
1. b) Lawyer
2. ¢ KhedaSatyagraha

3. ¢ Hewasingrumenta inpeacefully integrating over 500 princely states
intothelndian Union.

4. b) Hyderabad

5. ¢) Heconductedapoliceaction.
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