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PRATIMANATAKA

Notes

Inthe category of Sanskrit playwrights, Mahakavi Bhasais one such playwright who
has enriched thetradition of Sanskrit theater with hisdramatic style. The great poet
Kdidasahimsdf wasgrestly influenced by Bhasasdramaart. He also praisesBhasa
inthe play named Malavikagnimitram. Not much informationisavail able about the
personality of great poet Bhasa. After studying the playswritten by him and thetexts
of ancient poets, histime period hasbeen determined. Bhasahimself doesnot write
about hisintroductionin hisplays. Hisaimwasnot to gain famethrough hiswritings
but to entertain the audiencethrough hisdrama. 13 playsof Bhasaarefound, out of
whichwewill discussabout PratimaNatak.

[] LEARNING OUTCOMES

After studying thislesson, you-

e  know about Bhasa,

e  knowabout the Pratimanataka;

° know about the story of Pratimanataka;

° know about the characters of the play Pratimanataka; and

° knows about the stage possibilitiesof Pratimanataka.
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The status of Bhasa has been controversial among scholars. Inrelation to any other
Sanskrit playwright such capability isnot achieved. Various scholarsfix thetime of
Bhasaa between the sixth century BC to thetenth century BC, but if theopinionsof all
the scholarsare studied then thetime of Bhasaisfixed asfifth-fourth century BC.

Intheyear 1909, Mahamahopadhyay Pandit T-Ganapati Shashi published 13 plays
of Bhasa. Thereare 13 playswritten by Bhasaon thisbasis. Bhasahasmainly taken
hisplot from Ramkatha, Mahabharataand folk. If we study hisplayswewill find that-

Notes
1. The basic story of Pratimanatakam and AbhishekNatakm is based on
Ram Katha.

N

Similarly, he has adopted the stories of Madhyamvyayoga, Dutghatotkach,
Karnabharam, Dutvakyam, Urubhangam, Pancharatramaand Bal Charitamfrom
Mahabharata.

w

He hastaken the stories of Pratigyayogandharayan, Swapnavasavadattam,
Avimarakaand Daridracharudattafrom theinspiration of the people.

13.2INTRODUCTION TO PRATIMANATAKAM

Asisclear fromthe nameitsalf, thebasic story of the play Pratimanatakamiswoven
around Pratima. In thethird act of the play, theincident at Pratimagrihahas been
described by the great poet Bhasa. After Ram went to the forest, when Bharatawas
returning from hismaternal hometo Ayodhya, hewasfilled with apprehensionwhen
he saw the statue of M ahargja Dasharathaamong the statues of hisancestorsinthe
temple. Hefeelsthe absence of hisfather. Itisa so noteworthy herethat thereisno
such context intheorigind story of Ramayanain which theeventsof the Pratimagriha
aredescribed. The great poet Bhasaweavesthisincident in Pratimagrihawith his
imagination and showsBharat realizing hisfather's death without being informed by
anyone. From thiswe can accept that Bhasahas created thisstory from hisimagination
eventhoughitsbasisisRamkatha. Thisplay has been named Pratimanataka after

imagining Pratimagriha
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* INTEXT QUESTIONS 9.1

1.  Whatisthetime period of Bhasa?

2. Whatisthenumber of playsof Bhasa?

3. What arethe sources of the plotsof Bhasa's plays?
4.  Whatisthebasic story of Pratimanataka?,

5. Whereistheplot of Avimarak taken from?

9.3 THE PLOT OF THE PRATIMANATAKA

Bhasahasdivided the story into seven actsin Pratimanataka. Thestory describedin
eachissueisasfollows:-

First Act

At thebeginning of thefirst act, preparations are going on for the coronation of Ram
by the ordersof MahargaDasharatha. Inthe play we seethe organi zation of auspicious
songsand auspiciousworkswith musicd ingrumentson thisoccasion. Then suddenly
these preparationsfor the coronation stop. Through her friends, Sitagetstheinformation
that the coronation of the kingdom has stopped because Queen Kaikeyi has asked
M ahargja Dasharathafor the promise of kingship for her son Bharat and 14 years of
exilefor Ram. Itisa soreported that King Dasharathafell unconsciousafter hearing
thesewordsof Kaikeyi. After this, Ram comesto Sitaand tellsthisnewsasthetruth.
Then Lakshman dsoreachestherein anger and saysthat | will makethisworldinferior
to women because awoman Kaikeyi isbehind thisentireincident. After listening to
L akshman, Ram explainsto himwith utmost generosity. And asksLakshmantocam
down. After thisRam informs Sitaand L akshman of hisdecisionto go towardsthe
forest. Sitaand Lakshman also request Ram to accompany themto theforest. Initially
Ram doesnot allow them but ultimately he hasto accept thisrequest of both of them.
Attheend of thefirst act, Ram, Sitaand L akshman head towardstheforest.

Second Act

In the second act, mahamantri Sumantrareturnsto Ayodhyawithout Ram, Sitaand
L akshmana. After that king Dasharathabecomesunconsciousand findly givingup his
life in separation from Ram is described. The people are very sad due to Ram,
Lakshman and Sitagoing to theforest. Dueto Ram going to theforest, King Dashratha
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Introductionto India islyinginthegribhgrihain animpatient state. Kaushalyaand Sumitraare advising
Dramas Dashratha to be patient. Smantra went forest to drop Ram, Sita and Lakshman.
Dashrathastill hopesthat Sumantrawill convince Ram, Sitaand Lakshman and bring
them to Ayodhyaback but the Situation isopposite. Sumantrareturnsfrom theforest
empty handed. Seeing him, Dasharathasinksinto despair and hisremaining hopea so
vanishes. Suddenly hebecomesunconsciousand on regai ning consciousnessrepestedly
asks about Ram, Sitaand L akshman. In the second act, thereismainly adia ogue
between General Secretary Sumantraand Dasharathain which Bhasahas madefulll
o~ use of Karun Rasa. Bhasa has given apoignant portrayal of the heart of afather
saddened by the separation of hissoninthisact. During Ram's separation, Dasharatha
beginsto realizethat hisdeath isnear and that hisancestors have cometo take him
withthem. At last, bearing thissorrow, the king of Ayodhyasacrificeshislife. Thisact
comesto anend only with hisdeath.

Notes

Third Act

Inthethird act, Bharat isreturning from hismaternal homeand isapprehensive after
seeing the statue of hisfather Dasharathain the Devkulaontheway. Hefear that his
father has died and become unconscious. Bharataiseager to gowith hisministersto
bring Ram back. At the beginning of the act, Bharat returnsto Ayodhyafrom his
maternd homeafter recaiving acdl fromAyodhya. Tordievethefatigueof thejourney,
they stop near the statue. Devkulik, the priest there, introduceshimto thisstatue house
andtelIsthat thestatuesof al thekingsof Ikshvaku dynasty who haveexisted till now
arelocatedin thisstatue house. Priest al so describesthe story of Maharg Dilip, Raghu
and today's successinfront of Bharata. Suddenly Bharat'seyesfall on the statue of
Maharg Dasharathaand assoon ashe seesit, Bharat becomesterrified. Heanticipates
hisfather's death. As soon as herealizesthis, he becomes unconscious. Then his
mothers al so enter. Bharat becomes conscious dueto her touch and as soon as he
regains consciousness, he asksthe complete story from Devkulika. Herealizesthat
whatever hashappened isbecause of hismother Kaikeyi. Hecriticizeshismother. On
reaching Ayodhya, Vashishthaetc. proposeto anoint Bharat asking of Ayodhya, reecting
which Bharat leaveswith hismini stersand associatesto bring Ram back to Ayodhya.
With thisthethird act ends. Inthisact, Bharat has shown thefedling of love, sacrifice
and dedi cation towards Bharat's brother.

Fourth Act

Inthefourth act, Bharat along with hisgeneral secretary Sumantragoesto theforest
and meets Ram and requestshim to return to Ayodhya. But Ram wantsto convince
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them and send them back. At last, respecting hiselder brother'swords, Bharat returns
on the condition that he will have to accept histhrone when Shri Ram returnsto
Ayodhyafromtheforest.

At the beginning of the act, Bharataand his chief minister Sumantraboard achariot
and head towardsthe Dandakaforest. ReachesRam, and Ram getsemotiona seeing
Bharat. Infront of Ram, Lakshman and Sita, Bharat describesthework doneby his
mother Kaikeyi asbad. Hetells Shri Ramto return back to Ayodhya. Ram explainsto
Bharat that he has decided to fulfill hisfather'spromise. Then Bharat requests Shri
Ramto get permissiontoliveintheforest with Sitaand L akshman. Ram understands
the condition of Bharat very well and adviseshimto follow hisdutiestowardshis
subjectsand other people. Eventually, after persuasion by Ram, Bharat returnsbut
withthe conditionthat hewill accept hiskingdom when Shri Ram returnsto Ayodhya
fromtheforest after 14 years. Ram asksfor his Charan Padukato rule Bharat during
these 14 years, Ram acceptsit and after that Bharat |eaves for Ayodhyawith his
ministersand dear people, withthisthefourth act ends.

Fifth Act

In the fifth act, there is the incident of Ravana cutting off the nose of his sister
Shurpanakhaand abducting Sitaby deceit to avengethekilling of KharaDushan. At
thebeginning of thefifth act, Ramisimmersed in thoughtsabout performing theannua
Shraddhaof hisfather Dasharatha. Sitaconsoleshim and tellshim that Bharat will
performthe Shraddhaof her father with full rituas. Then suddenly Ravana, disguised
them, arrivesasaguest. Seeing Ravanain the guise of amonk, Ram respectshim.
Ravanaexpresseshisdesireto Ramto perform hisfather's Shraddhaby donating the
pindadan of the golden deer. Sometimes Marich appearsthereintheform of agolden
deer. Lakshman isnot there for somereason, so Ram himself setsout to catch the
deer. Knowing Sitaisaone, Ravanaassumeshistrueform and abducts her. Sitacries
andwails. And hearing this, Jatayu, theking of vultures, comesto save her. Inthisact,
Bhasa has made some changesin the story of Ram and has completely rejected the
incident of Sitabeing lured by the golden deer and has created thisincident with his
ownimeagination.

Sixth Act

At thebeginning of thesixth act, Ravanahasafierce battlewith thevultureking Jatayu
who hascometo save Sita. Inthe end, Jatayu getsmartyred by getting injured at the
hands of Ravana. Ravanasucceedsintaking Sitato Lanka. On the other hand, Ram
and Lakshman are searching for Sita. Then two ascetic Kumar narratesthe story of
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Introductionto India Sita'skidnapping. After thisthereisfriendship between Ram and Sugrivaand Ram
Dramas Lakshman spendsafew daysin Kishkindha Meanwhile, Bharat again sendshisgenerd
minister Sumantrato seek attention of Shri Ram. After reaching there, Sumantragets

the news of Sita's kidnapping. He returns and requests Bharat. At the sametime,

Kaikayi alsoinformsBharat about the curse given to Maharg) Dasharathaby the sage

and resolvesthealegationsagaingt her. Kaikeyi also asks Bharat to help Ram. Bharat

preparesto help hiselder brother Ramaand declarewar against Ravana, approaching

Ramawith an army. Theincident described inthisact isa so different from Shri Ram

o~ Katha. Great poet Bhasahas made many changesthrough hisimagination.

Notes
Seventh Act

At the beginning of the seventh act, Bharat preparesto reach with hisarmy to help
Ram, but beforereaching there, Bharat getsinformation from the ascetic about Ram's
victory over Ravana. Theascetic dso tellshim that Ram hasreached Tapovanaafter
anointing Vibhishanaasthekingaof Lanka. Peoplearevery happy withthekilling of
Ravana. Hearing this good news, Bharat reaches the forest and meets Ram and
coronates him there asthe king of Ayodhya. Mother Kaikeyi isaso very happy and
expressesher wishfor Ram'scoronation after returning back to Ayodhya. Ram accepts
it. After this he boards the Pushpak Viman and |eaves for Ayodhya. With thisthe
seventh act ends. Bhasaexpresseshiswish for everyoneswell-being with the sentence
of Nata.

* INTEXT QUESTIONS 9.2

1.  How many actsaretherein Pratimanataka?

2. Inwhichactisthe Pratimagrihadescribed?

w

Inwhich actistheincident of SitaHaran?

»

Inwhich act does K aikayee discussthe cursereceived by Maharg) Dasharatha
fromthesage?

9.4 CHARACTERS OF PRATIMANATAKA

Great poet Bhasa has described the main charactersof Ramkatha, Ram, Sita, Bharat,
Lakshman, Dashratha, Kaushalya, Kaikeyi etc. in hisplay Pratimanataka. Herewe
will study about the main characters described in Pratimanataka.
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Ram

Themain hero of thedramaisRam. If we assess Ram in the hero category fromthe
point of view of drama, then heisahero of Dhairodattanature. Wefind al thequdlities
of thisDhairodattaheroin Ram. Dhananjay hasalso said in hisbook Dasharupaka
about DhairodattaNayaka- onewho isunaffected by theworld, hasaseriousnature,
givesforgivenessto others, does not praise himself, alwayshasastable naturein
situations like happiness and sorrow. One who is not arrogant, has patience and
completeshiswork with determinationisaDhairodattahero. If wetak inthe context
of Pratimanatak, we seedl these qudlitiesin Ram. Heisnot saddened when helearns
that Kaikeyi hastaken apromisefrom King Dasharathathat hewill be sent to exilefor
14 years. Hecamstheanger of hisbrother Lakshman. Thisisbecause Ramisserious
and patient.

Sita

Sitaisthemain heroineof thisplay. Sheisof gentle natureand generousnature. Inthe
very first act, after seeing the Valka objects, Sitaasksher chetisto wear those objects.
Thisisareflection of hissmplenature. She behavesgeneroudy with their hostesses.
Whilejoking, shedoesnot givetheimpression of being thebrideof her royd family. In
the drama, Sita has been portrayed as an ideal woman who supports her husband
evenin happinessand sorrow.

Bharat

Bharat isthemain character of thisplay. Sacrificeistheir main character trait. Bharat
istheepitomeof sacrificeand penance. Hehasno desirefor state happiness. When he
comesto know that hismother Kaikeyi has sent Raminto exile and has demanded the
thronefor him dueto which brother Ram had to go into exile, hestrongly opposesthis
act of hismother and without any time hetriesto bring Ram back to Ayodhya. His
heart ishonest and clean. Tearsflow from his eyes as soon as he seesRam in the
forest. Without hiselder brother, he could not enjoy theroyal pleasures. Bharat's
character showsthe culmination of devotion and lovefor hiselder brother Ram.

Laxman

Bhasahasmade some changesin the character of Laxmanin Pratimanataka Whileon
onehand L akshman described in Ramayanahas been shown to bevery angry, patriot-
loving, brave and enthusiastic, onthe other hand, in Pratimanataka, Bharat hasshown
himto besmple, easy-going but of aggressive nature. Like Ramayana, heisbrotherly
and obedient. Hedoes not do any work without Ram's permission. Despite being hurt

NATYAKALA (285)

MODULE - 4

Introductionto India

Notes

Dramas

141



MODULE - 4 Pratimanataka

Introductionto India by Kaikeyi, hedoesnot put anarrow in hisbow when hedoesnot get Ram'spermission.
Dramas Heisvery dear to hiselder brother Ram. Like Bharat, L akshman has also renounced
pleasures. For the sake of hisbrother, he gives up the pleasures of the kingdom and

goestotheforest, thisistheresult of hissacrifice.

Dasharatha

Dashrath isshown asapromisekeeping king inthedrama. Ramisdear tohim. When
Kaikeyi asks him for 14 years of exilefor Ram, heisunableto refuse dueto his

o~ determination to keep hisword. Helplessly he hasto fulfill hisvow. The biggest
characterigtic of their character isthat heloveshischildren very much.

Notes

Kaikeyi

Kaikeyi isthemainfemaecharacter of thisplay. Theplot of thisentire play focuseson
two promises demanded by Kaikeyi. Bhasa changes the character of Kaikeyi as
described inthe story of Ramayanawith hisimagination. Inthe story of Ramayana,
Kaikeyi, out of lovefor her son, demandsexilefor Ram and throne of kingship for
Bharat, but in Pratimanatak, it issaid that this happened dueto the curse of the sage.
Bhasahas modified and presented the character of Kaikeyi.

* INTEXT QUESTIONS 9.3

1.  Whatisspecia about Ram'scharacter?,
2. Writeanoteabout Bharat?

Writeanote about Sitadescribed in Pratimanataka?

w

>

What isthe difference between Kaikeyi of theorigina story of Ramayanand
Kaikeyi of the Pratimanatak?

9.5 THEATRE POSSIBILITIES OF PRATIMANATAKA

Bhasahasauniqueidentity of hisowninthe seriesof Sanskrit playwrights. Heisthe
first among Sanskrit playwrights, and playwrightslike Kaidaspraisehim openly. Bhass
playsreved diversty and multiplicity aswell asthe playwright'stheatrical craft andits
originality. Eventhough he may not have completely followed therules of Rupaka
described in Natyashastra in his plays, till there is no dearth of attraction and
interestingnessin hisplays. The biggest feature of Bhassplaysisthat hegivesenough
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gpacefor actinginhisplays. Minima useof textual dia ogue providesmore spacefor
acting. Angika, Vachikaand Sattvika, thesethreearefound in the Rupakaof Bhaas.
Bhasal so startsthe monol ogue metaphor.

From the point of view of thestory, Bhasamay havetakenthe help of Purana, Itihaas,
Ramayana, Mahabharata, KrishnaKatha, but with hiscresativity and folk wisdom, he
makesthe story suitablefor theater with hisimagination. Thestructureof theplotis
kept in such away that the performance on thetheater isnot interrupted anywhere. In
his plays each character communicates only asmuch asis necessary. Hisdialogue
scheme gives momentum to the plot. Thisisthereason why Keralastheater director
KN Panikkar revealsmany of theimages contained in thewritten text through extra-
curricular lessonsfrom the point of view of dramaand folk and givesanew dimension
tothestaging.

@ WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNT

° Bhasaisthefirst among Sanskrit playwrightswho has adopted storiesfrom
Ramayana, M ahabharataand folk tradition and used theminrupakafrom his
imagination.

e  Theperiod of creation of Bhasais4th-5th century BC. Kalidashimself also
praisesBhasaswritings.

° Pratimanatakaisaseven-act play composed by Bhasa.

° InPratimanatak, thestory startsfrom the coronation of Ram, thekilling of Ravana
and hisreturn from theforest till the coronation.

° Bhasahasnamed this play 'Pratimanatakam’ giving importanceto theincident
of keeping the statues of the dead kings of 1kshvaku claninthe Devkula.

° Inthefirst act, there are preparationsfor Ram's coronation, Kaikeyi'sexile of
Ramfor 14 yearsand Bharat's demand for the throne and the exile of Ram,
Lakshmanand Sita.

° Inthe second act, the story of King Dgarathasacrificing hislifedueto separation
fromRam.

° Inthethird act, Bharat isreturning from hismaternal homeand isapprehensive
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Introductionto India after seeing the statue of hisfather Dasharathain the Devkulaon theway. He
Dramas comesto know about hisfather'sdeath. He moved towardstheforest to bring
back Ram.

° Inthefourth act, Bharat along with his General Secretary Sumantragoestothe
forest and meets Ram and requestshim to return to Ayodhya but Ram wantsto
convince him and send him back. At last, respecting hiselder brother'swords,
Bharat returnson the condition that hewill haveto accept histhronewhen Shri

) Ram returnsto Ayodhyafromtheforest.

Notes
° Inthefifth act, thereistheincident of Ravanacutting off the nose of hissister

Shurpanakhaand abducting Sitaby deceit to avengethekilling of Khar Dushan.

° Giddhraj, who cameto save Sitain the beginning of thesixth act, hasafierce
battle between Ravana and Jatayu and in the end Jatayu getsinjured at the
hands of Ravanaand attains martyrdom. Ramalearnsabout Sita'sabduction,
meets Sugrivaand Bharat preparesan army to help Rama.

° At the beginning of the seventh act, Bharat preparesto reach with hisarmy to
help Ram, but before reaching there, Bharat getsinformation from an ascetic
about Ram's victory over Ravana. He goes to the forest with Kaikeyi and
coronates Ram there.

° Ram, Lakshman, Bharat, Sita, Dgjaratha, Kaikeyi arethe main characters of
thisdrama.

° Bhasahas made somechangesintheorigina story of Ramayanainthisplay as
per hisimagination.

E TERMINAL EXERCISE

1.  Whatisthemainstory of theplay Pratimanataka?
2. Writeanote about Bhasa, the creator of Pratimanataka?
3. Whatisthespecia about the character of Bharat in the drama Pratimanataka?

4.  What isthedifference between the story of Pratimanatakaand theoriginal story
of Ramayana?
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9.1

9.2

9.3

ANSWERS TO INTEXT QUESTIONS

Fourthtofifth century BC
Thereare 13 playsof Bhasa.

The sourcesof the plot of Bhasa's playsare Ramayana, M ahabharataand
Lok.

Thebasic story of PratimanatakatelIsthe story of Ram'scoronation, exile,
abduction of Sitaand hisascenson tothethrone of Ayodhyaafter Ravanas
murder.

The plot of Avimarakahas been taken from the popul ar story of Krishna
Katha

Thereare seven actsin the Pratimanatakaplay.
The statueisdescribed inthethird chapter.
Theincident of abduction of Sitaisinthefifth act.

Kakayi discussesthecursereceived by Maharg Dasharathafromthe sage
inthesixth chapter.

Ramisportrayed asan obedient, forgiving, generous, determined, devoid
of ego, loving brothers, braveand intelligent man.

Bharat ispatriot and has been shown as an embodiment of sacrificeand
dedication.

Sita has been portrayed as an ideal woman who supports her husband
evenin happinessand sorrow.
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Introductionto India 4. Intheoriginal story, Kaikeyi, out of lovefor her son, had asked for two
Dramas promisesfrom Dgjaratha, whereasin the Pratimanataka, she doesso due
tothe curse of the sage.
Notes
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