MODULE -2

Main Componentsof
Natya(Drama)
CHARACTER PLANNING
Notes

Dear learner, you haveto know about the plot of the story inthe previouslesson. In
thislessonwewill learn about character planninginthedrama. You too must haveever
seen adramabeing staged or whenever you watchit, youwill find that thereare many
typesof charactersin the play. The main onesamong these are- hero, heroine, co-
hero, anti-hero, other supporting characters of the hero and heroine etc. All these
charactershavetheir own characteristicsin carrying forward the story of any play orin
the presentation of the play. Inthislessonwewill learn what things should bekept in
mind in character planning?What are the main characteristics of themain characters
of theplay?

[] LEARNING OUTCOMES

After studying thislesson, you-

° know the concept of character planning indrama;

e  know thedifferencesbetween hero and heroineindrama;

° know the differences between characterswith examples; and

° know the other supporting characters of the hero and heroinein thedrama.

5.1 GENERAL INTRODUCTION TO CHARACTER PLANNING

All the characterswho are part of the plot are connected to the plot of the play. Every
character inthe play hashisown specid persondity. Thispersonadity isaset of certain
principlesand beliefs. Therearevariouscharactersintheplay. Itistheresponsbility of

NATYAKALA (285)




MODULE -2

Main Componentsof
Natya(Drama)

Notes

Character Planning

the Nata (actor) to bring themtolive (Jivanta). The main character of thedramaisthe
hero. Herepresentsthe theme of the play's plot. The character with whom the hero
conflictsisthe antihero. There are some characterswho play an activeroleinthe
entire story. Some of them arejust thereto take the story forward. The author also
conceptualizessome charactersin the story who appear only in somepartsof theplay.
Such charactersmay have animportant roleaccording to the plot and sometimestheir
roleisonly to accel eratethe drama. These charactersonly help theaudiencefocuson
thetheme or main charactersof the play. Characters haveto be portrayed according
totheir character. The hero hasto keep his character perfect according to hisrole.
Hero and heroine are such characterswho display some human values according to
thestory. Ultimately, characters must be portrayed and devel oped as charactersfor
their characterization.

Inthe narrative, the story istaken forward through specia dialoguesof thecharacters.
Theentirestory reachesthe audience through dia ogue between the charactersof the
play. End: How much aplay isenjoyed by theaudiencemainly dependsonthedid ogues
being spoken by them. Therefore, the content of dialogues and the quality of their
delivery play amgor rolein creating impact inadramaperformance. Diad oguesreved
the persondity of the characters. Also, the manner of speaking, the accent, thetone,
theway of speaking, the appropriate pausesinthediaogue, dl thesereved alot about
the character of the character. Through these dial oguesthe social status, past and
family background of the charactersarereveded. Inthisway, dl thingsshould be kept
inmindwhile conceiving the charactersintheplay.

5.2 MAIN CHARACTERS OF THE DRAMA

5.2.1 Hero

The hero takesthe dramatic story to itsconclusion. That'swhy heiscalled 'hero’ or
'Nayaka. The Heroisthe second di stinguishing € ement of the Rupaka. Heretheterm
'Neta (Actor)' does not only include the hero but also all the characterslike hero,
heroine, wit, chet, chetty etc.

Qualities of a Hero- According to Acharya Dhananjay, ahero should be humble,
sweet, sacrificia, clever, well-spoken, keeping peopl e happy, having apure heart,
eloquent, noble, stable, young and havingintelligence, enthusiasm, memory, honor and
art. One should be skillfully coordinated and determined, brilliant, brave, scholarly
and religious (Dasarupaka, 2.1-2). Based on these qualities, Acharya Dhananjay has
giventhreecharacteristicsof ahero-
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Types of Hero Qualities

Uttam Hero Theherohaving al thequalitiesiscalled thebest hero.

MadhyamaHero A herowhoisinferiorinsomequditiesiscadled aMadhyayam
hero.

AdhamaHero Thosewhoareinferior inal quaitiesarecaledlow level
heroes.

Types of Heroes

All heroes have patience (Dheera). Thisis the reason why the word 'Dheera’ is
associated with al the distinctions of the hero. On the basis of human nature, four
typesof heroeshave been described - Dheeraldit, Dheeraprashant, Dheerodattaand
Dheeroddhat.

Types of Heroes Qualitiesand characteristicsof thehero

Dheeralalilta Thistypeof heroiscarefree, artistic, happy and soft. In
Sanskrit playsitismainly theking. Who wantsto achieve
the happinessof hisbeloved by removing the obstacles
created by hisqueen'snatural jealousy. Thehero of theplay
isDheerdalit. Udayan, thehero of Ratnavai drama, fallsin
thiscategory.

Dheeraprasanta Alongwiththequalitiesof Dheeraldit Nayak,
Dheergprashant Nayak isselfless, kind, politeand just. The
hero of theepisode generdly falsinto thiscategory. The
hero of Mrichchakatikais Charudattaand thehero of Madati
Madhav isMadhav Dhirprashant hero.

Dheerodatta DheerodattaheroisaMahasattva, very serious, unbroken,
forgiving, stable, ego-lessand steadfast. The heroesof drama
areusualy Dheerodatta. Jimutavahana, the hero of
Naganandadrama, falsinthiscategory.

Dheeroddhata Thistypeof heroisfull of greed and jealousy, elusive,
disguised, arrogant, fickle, fierceand greedy. Parashuramis
the courageousheroin Mahavircharita
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5.2.2 Other characters in the play

Thereare many charactersto movethe story of the play forward. Without which the
story cannot betaken forward. Their detailsare givenin thetable below.

Character

Characteristics

Sub-hero

Thesub-heroisaso themain character likethe hero but hehas
somelesser qualitiesas compared to the hero. Thisstory isthe
ensign and hero of the upcoming story. Thishelpsinthe success of
the hero.

Anunayaka
(Persuader)

Heisjunior to the hero. Through hisefforts he contributesto the
hero'sbusiness. The hero has some of the samequalitiesasthe
hero. It hasno purpose of itsown.

Anti Hero

Thisactsasthemain obstaclein the hero'sachievement of hisgod.
Heisstubborn, arrogant, greedy, stubborn, sinful and addicted.
Theantiheroisthe enemy of the hero.

Clown

The clown isthe companion and friend of the hero. He creates

humor through hisattireand behaviour. According to Vishwanath,
theclownisadept inthe Sringara Rasaand isamaanbhanjaka of
respectable heroines. It isnamed after someflower or spring etc.

Wit

Heisthe hero'sservant and devotee. Heisadept in one of thearts
likedanceand singing. According to Natyashastra, Vitisabrilliant,
sweet-spoken, poet and clever person.

Cheta

Thisisasoasupporting character of thehero. AccordingtoAcharya
Bharat, aChet isdiscordant, multi-lingual, deformed, smdlly, expert
invdidandinvdid.

Shakara

AccordingtoAcharyaBharat, aperson wearsbright clothes, gets
angry without any reason and becomes happy quickly, hasmany
vicesandisof low nature. Complete devel opment of sugar isvisible
inMrichchakatika. Mention of shakar isalso foundinAbhijnana
Shakuntal, but after that the absence of shakar isvisiblein Sanskrit

plays.
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Kanchukia Theold Brahminwho entered theking'sinner chamber, wasskilled
inal tasks, was coordinated with many virtues, wascaled
'Kanchuki'. Kanchuki wasawell-wisher and devoted servant of

theking.

Pratihari Themaid who livesnear themain hero or theking and gives
information about statefunctionsliketreaties, ceremoniesetc. is
cdled'Pratihari'.

Messenger The messenger isendowed with many qualities. According to

AcharyaVishwanath, there arethreetypes of messengers-
Nishrishtarth (who hasfull authority towork on aspecia occasion
andwho solvesall the questionshimsdlf after knowing thefedings
of both, heiscalled 'Nishrishtarth' messenger), Mitartha (the one
who hastheauthority to do limited work iscalled 'Mitartha
messenger) and Sandeshharak (the onewho only deliversthe
messageiscalled 'Sandeshharak’ messenger).

Other e Vaman, Shandha(impotent), Kirat, Mlechchha, Abhir etc. of
characters theharem

*  Hero'smakeup assistant, financia assistant (minister etc.),
punishment assi stant, soft ass stant and religiousass stant.

e DandasahayaksincludeAmatya, Pradvivak, Mitra, Kumar,
Atvik, Samant etc.

e Narmashayak isan antpur (paace of queens) assistant only.

*  Ritvik, priest, ascetic etc. are counted among religious
assigants.

5.2.3 Heroine

Theheroine hasthe general qualitiesof the hero mentioned earlier. On the basi s of
thesecommon qualities, there arethreetypesof heroines-

° SwakiyaHeroine- Thistypeof heroineisawoman with qualitieslike modesty,
aarjava(amplicity) etc., adept a practicdity, skilledin household work, amarried
woman and devoted to her husband. There arethreetypesof heroinesof this
type - Mugdha, Madhyaand Pragal bha.
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Types of Heroine

Characteristics

Mugdha (Infatuated) heroine

Thisoneisyouthful, new inlug, shy, shy away from
Suratakrida, and soft eveninloveand anger.

Madhyaheroine

Sheisfull of youth and lust, adept in Ratikridaand
cantolerate Ratikridatill theend.

pragalbhaheroine

She becomes sexually aroused with the onset of
youth, isfully conversant withtheskillsof Ratikrida,
Isshamelessin Ratikrida, becomesunconscious
during Ratikridawith her husband and has

devel oped expressions.

° Parakiya Nayika- ParakiyaNayikaisnot the hero'sown married wife. Sheis
either amarried girl or anunmarried girl. Thus, therearetwo typesof Parakiya
heroine - Parodhaand Anudha.

Types of Heroine Characteristics

Parodhaheroine Thisissomeonee se'smarried wife. Even after
being married, shedesiresto haveaffar with another
man andisshameless.

AnudhaHeroine Sheisan unmarried girl andisyoung and shy. She

iscalled Parakiyabecause sheisdependent on her
parents.

° Samanya- Thistypeof heroineisskilled in Ratikrida, intelligent and acunning
courtesan. Shelovesthe hero only until hismoney runsout. Itisalso of two
types- Anuraktaand Virakta.

Types of Heroine Characteristics
Anurakta Anuraktaisdepicted asaheroinein dramaetc.
Virekta Dueto being emationlessand detached, she cannot

beaheroine (character) in dramaetc.

Heroine's assistants- There are some ass stantswho join the heroineswith the hero.
Dooti, Dad, Sakhi, Padosin, Shilpini, Sanyasini, Chetti, Dai, Kathini, Karu, Viprashnika
etc. arethe helpersof the heroine, who hel p the heroinein meeting the hero.
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1.  How many types of heroes have been considered in dramaon the basis of

human nature?
@ 2 b 5
© 3 @@ 4
2. Whichof thefollowingisnot atype of hero?
(8) Dheeraldlit ()  Dheerodatta Notes
(0 Sweya (d) Dheerprashanta

3. What typeof heroisthe hero of Mrichchakatikam?
(@ Dheerddit (b)  Dheerodatta
(c) Dheeroddhat (d) Dheerprashant
4.  Whichof thefollowingisacompanion and friend of theking?
(@) Shakara (b) Cheta
(©) wit (d) clown

5. According to Vishwanath, how many typesof messengersare considered?

@ 5 (b) 8
© 3 d@ 2
6. How many typesof heroinesarethere on the basisof common qualities?
@ 2 o 3
© 8 @@ 5
7.  How many typesof SwakiyaNayikaare considered?
@ 2 () 3
(© 8 d 5
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@ WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNT

e Therearevariouscharactersintheplay. It isthe responsibility of the Nata
(actor) to bring themto life. The main character of thedramaisthe hero. He
representsthethemeof theplay'splot. Thecharacter withwhomthehero conflicts
istheantihero. Thereare some characterswho play an activeroleintheentire
story. Some of them arejust there to take the story forward. The author also
conceptualizes some charactersin the story who appear only in some parts of
the play. Such characters may have animportant role according to the plot and
sometimestheir roleisonly to accel eratethedrama.

° It isthe hero who takesthe dramatic story to itsconclusion. That'swhy heis
called'hero' or 'Nayaka.

° On the basis of human nature, four types of heroes have been described -
Dheerdadlit, Dheeraprashant, Dheerodattaand Dheeroddhat.

e  Therearemany charactersto movetheplot of the play forward. Without which
the story cannot betaken forward. Like Sahanayak, Anunayak, Pratinayak etc.

° Onthebasisof genera qualities, therearethreetypesof heroines- Swakiya,
Parakiyaand Samanya.

AN
l’\,‘J ANSWERS TO INTEXT QUESTIONS

5.1
1 (d
2. (©
3. (d
4. (d)

5 (b
6. (¢
7. (b
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