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BHARATA DURDASHA

Notes

Thenameof Bhartendu Harishchandraiswe | knowninHindi dramaliterature. Through
the play BharataDurdashawritten by him, we can assessthe situation of Indiainthe
British Empire for ourselves. In Bharata Durdasha, Bharatendu describesin an
entertaining manner theexploitativepolicy of theBritishduring their ruleand theinterna
vicesprevallinginindia LikePratik plays, healso presentsthereasonsresponsible
for Indiasplight in the characters and through them hetriesto bring Indiasplight in
front of theaudience.

While studying the Bharata Durdasha, it isvery important for usto understand the
contemporary India. Thisplay waswritten by Bharatendu in 1875, hencethe plight of
Indiashould be assessed in the context of thistime period. Inthislessonwewill try to
know and understand the dramaBharata Durdasha. How Bhartendu has created the
story of BharataDurdasha, thisisaso aninteresting topic.

[] LEARNING OUTCOMES

After studying thislesson, you-

e  know about Bharatendu, the author of Bharat Durdasha;
° know about the story of Bharat Durdasha;

e  know about the charactersof Bharat Durdasha; and

° know about thewriting style of Bharat Durdasha.
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Introductionto India 12.1 GENERAL INTRODUCTION OF HARISHCHANDRA
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MODULE -4 BharataDurdasha

Bharatendu Harishchandra, bornin Kashi in 1850, has given anew dimension to
Hindi theatricd literatureinjust 35 yearsof age. Dueto hiscontribution, heisconsdered
thefather of modern playsin Hindi literature. Bhartendu Harishchandrawrote works
inboth Brajbhashaand Khadi Boli. He hasbeen activenot only indramabut alsoin
writing essays and thoughts. Bhartendu inspired many playwrightstowritewith his
writing style. That iswhy the period from 1850AD to 1900AD isknown asBharatendu
—~ era. Bhartendu aso getsthe credit for starting dramain the Hindi region. Asareaction
Notes to Parsi theatre, heinitiated modern theatre. Today we seeitsdevel oped form. For
him, theater was not just a means of entertainment but also a medium of social
consciousness. Hewrote playshimsalf and a so acted inthem. While starting theatre,
head so started many theater ingtitutions.

Bharatendu's Plays

Bharatendu wrote both original and trandlated plays. Among hisoriginal plays, he
wroteorigina playslike'Vediki hinshaHinshaNaBhavati, SatyaHarishchandra, Prem
Yogini, VishasyaVishamoushadham, Chandravali, Bharat Durdasha, Bharat Janani,
Neeldevi and Sati Pratap’. Apart from this, hehasa so trand ated Sanskrit and Bengdli
playslikeVidyasundar, Ratnavdi, Pakhand Vidamban, Dhananjayvijay, Mudrarakshas
and Karpoor Manjari. He hasal so trand ated Shakespeare'sfamous play ‘'Merchant
of Venice' inthenameof ‘DurlabhaBandhu’.

Bharatendu's Concept of Theater

Bharatendu Harishchandrals Rang Sanskar isafusion of Sanskrit, English and Bengali
dramaticliterature. Bharatendu, influenced by Indiantheetrical traditionandfolk plays,
createsanew twist in the creation of dramaand presentsthe concept of new modern
theater useful for the society. Bharatendu made social issues his base and made
continuouseffortsfor socia cultural avareness. He hastried to make Indiansaware
through humor and satirethrough skitsand plays.

12.2 MAIN CHARACTERS OF BHARATA DURDASHA

BharataDurdashaiswrittenin 1875AD. All itscharactersare symbolic. Bhartendu
has created charactersresponsiblefor the plight of India. If we study thisplay of his,
wearereminded of Shri KrishnaMishra's play 'Prabodachandrodaya’. Thelist of
charactersisasfollows: -
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1.

N
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10.
11.

12.
13.

The character Bharat enters the second part of the play. Bharat is a symbol of
contemporary India. Through the dialogue on Bharat, it isrevea ed how the British
traderstook over theentire country inthe name of trade. He discussesthe Mahabharata
character Duryodhanaand callshim braveand excdllent. After dl, how did thelndians
hand over such ahuge country to the British? He raises questions on the ability,
knowledge, civilization, generosity and steadfastness of Indiansand pleadsto save

Bharata:- Bharatvarsha

Nirllgjjata:- Shamel essbehavior prevaent in thethen society.
Asha- Hopeof freedom frommisery

Bharat Durdaiv:- Onewho bringsbad luck to India.

Satyanashi Faujdar:- Onewho destroyseverything

Roga:- Tendency like exorcism without getting the diseasetreated.

Alasya- Lazy tendency
Madira:- Propensity to consumeal cohol etc.
Andhakara:- Darkness spread dueto ignorance
Sabhapati
Sxavilized

OneBengdi

OneMaharashtrian

Editor

Poet

Two Des Mahashya
Didoydty Police

BharataBhagya- Indiasdestiny

themselves. Hepraysto God to freehimself fromthissituation.

Bharat Durdaiv has been shown by Bharatendu inacruel form, half Christian, half
Muslim and with anaked sword in hishand. Bharatendu al so has hisown meaning
behind the design of thischaracter. He provides such costumesto Bharat Durdaivato
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Introductionto India show the subjugation in adramatic form. On onehand he praisesthe British ruleand
Dramas ontheother hand he aso opposesit. Infact, the historical environment of that period
was also similar in which the Indian class both praised and opposed the British.

Bharatendu takesadig at thistwo-faced behaviour.

Therearemany warriorsinthearmy of Bharat Durdaiva. Laziness, religion, drought,

excessverans, priests, courts, disease, a cohol, darknessetc. areenoughinthemsdves

to make Indiamiserable. Thereisalso an act in the play inwhich he has used real

charactersingtead of symbols. For example, intheissue of Sabhapati and six Civilized,

Notes through therepresentativesof theseintelligentsia, heattackstheintellectud classof the
then Indian soci ety because such peopleonly makeclamsbut inredity their faillureis
causingtheplight of India

Bharat BhagyaisBharat's friend and seeing the plight of India, hefed slikecommitting
suicide. Hea sotriesto wake up Bharat severa timesbut it hasno effect on Bharat
and ultimately Bharat | oses hisfate and embracesdeath. It isclear from the namesof
these charactersthat Bharatendu Harishchandrahas portrayed the socid, cultura and
religiousdigtortionsinIndiainthisplay.

| NmoxrauisTios

1.  Whoisthefather of modern Hindi plays?

2. Whicharetheoriginad playswritten by Bharatendu?

3. WhenwasBharat Durdashawritten?

4.  Whatisthebasic basisof thestory of Bharat Durdasha?

5. What strategy hasbeen adopted to portray the charactersin Bharat Durdasha?
6. Whoarethemain charactersof Bharata Durdasha?

12.3 PLOT OF THE BHARATA DURDASHA

Thebasicplot of the play Bharat Durdashais Bharatendu'sthoughtsarising fromthe
chaos, addiction and exploitative policiespreva ent in contemporary India Intheorigind
story, BharataDurdaiv attacks on Bharatawith hisarmy and makeshim helpless. At
last Bharat Bhagyacommitssuicide. Through symbolic characters, Bharatendu tries
to make I ndiansaware of the compassi onate condition of dependent Bharataand tries
to awakenloveand cultura consciousnessfor their nationinthem. Hehaswrittenthis
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Bharata Durdasha

story insix actswhich areasfollows-

Act-1

Inthefirst act, aYogi entersthe stageand startssinging Lavani. With thehelp of this
singing he mentionstheancient storiesof glory of India. By remembering Buddha,
Harishchandra, Ram, Yudhishthira, Krishna, Arjun, Bhimaand Karnaetc., hebrings
Indid'spast infront of theaudience. He al so communi cates about the current plight of
India. He saysthat now | cannot bear to seethiscondition of Bharata. Inthat period,
along with modernisation, therewas plunder of paddy of thelndian people. Inthisact,
Bharatendu informsthe audience about the current plight of Bharatawith the hel p of

snging.
Act-2

Inthe second act, broken temples, crows, roaming dogsand jackals, scattered bones
are seen. Bharat comes on stage and expresses hisgrief. He saysthat the country
whose people used to diefor their motherland, what isthe plight of the peoplethere
today?We had thought that after the British rule, wewould entertain our sad mindshby
reading booksand liveahappy life. But heretoo we are disappointed. At the end of
theact, hetriesto remember God but isunableto and faintsout of fear. Then Nirlgjata
and Asha (shamel essnessand hope) come and take Indiawith them.

Act-3

Inthethird act, anarmy campisvisible. BharataDurdaivaarrivesin India. Hevery
beautifully presentsthe complete picture of the plight of Bharata. He describesthe
faultsof theBritish rulein apoetic manner. Famine, inflation, disease, drought, hatred,
plagueetc. ared so addressed. The Satyanasha, Faujadaraof Bharata Durdaivacomes.
Headso praiseshimsdlf. After this, theinternal defectsof Indiahavebeendescribedin
termsof soldiers, inwhichthefirst placeisDharma(religion), behind which Bharata
has deteriorated alot, abundance of differencesof opinion, mutual tusseinthecaste
system, prohibition of child marriage, prohibition of widow remarriage, marriageinold
age, polygamy and prohibition of seatravel (overseastravel) havegreatly helpedthe
plight of Bharata. It has been mentioned that despite having crores of Gods and
Goddesses, Hindustill worship Piraand Ghazi Miyan, and Hindu people, whileleaving
after offering Namaz, get their children exorcised by Mudlims. After thiscomesthe
turn of Santosh and Begari (satisfaction and forced labor). Earn alittle, eat alittle,
Santosham Param Sukham, thisthing hasbeenlikeapolicy inthiscountry. InIndia,
managing bread and pulsesisthe ultimateeffort here. Inthisway, Bharatendu describes
thepolitical, socia andreligiousreasonsof Bharatainthisact.
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IntroductiontoIndia Act-4

Dramas In the fourth act, Bharata Durdaiva sends Alasya, Roga, Madira and Andhakara

(laziness, disease, acohol and darkness) to Bharata. Rogaprai seshimsalf and laughs
at the stupidity of the Indian people. He saysthat in Bharata, peoplelosetheir lives
dueto lack of treatment for their diseases. Vaidya Shastraisnot progressive and due
to thisthe number of peopleisincreasinginIndia. Thereisno dearth of opium eaters
and acohol drinkersinIndia. Alasya(Laziness) residesinit. After thistheAndhakara
(darkness) intheform of ignorance comeson the stageand issent to Bharata. He says
Notes inhisdialoguesthat Bharataisalover of ignorance. He cons derseducation, study and
teaching only asameansof livelihood and through this system the young men who
havedoneB.A., M.A., considering themselvesto be great scholars, consider it an
insult to gointo any profession. We get thiscompl ete description in thefourth act.

Act-5

Inthefifth act, thereisascene of ameetinginwhich thereisa Sabhapati (chairman)
and 6 civilized members. Of these, oneisBengdli, oneisMarathi, two are Swadeshi,
oneisapoet and oneisaletter editor. The basi c objective of themeetingisto stop the
riseof BharataDurdavain Bharata. Inthismeeting, theBengdi culturegivesadviceto
save Bharat from Bharata Durdaivaby creating chaosin avery humorous manner.
The second solution hegivesisto bridge the Suez Canal with Pisan. The poet wantsto
protect himself by becoming aheroineand pretending to belikethe British. Theeditor
continuesto praise his speculations. The Maharashtrian preachesto increase the
meachinebus nessby wearing civilized indigenousd othesand cregting publicinditutions.
Thedes civilized personisunableto tell anything and only makesfun of othersby
showing flattery andlove. But it also draws peopl €s attention towardsthe progress of
indigenous knowledge, unity and art teaching. At thismoment the didloyalty police
comeand takethemall away.

Act-6

Bharat Bhagyaarrivesat the beginning of the sixth act and laments pitifully about
Indiasancient historical glory and present condition. Therewasatimewhen India
wasthe center of the wholeworld and no country was ableto match it, but | don't
know what happened that Indiaburied itself in the dust. Despite being tainted by the
stigmasof theworld like slavery, jealousy, hatred, it hasnot yet been erased. Itis
better for such apowerless country to disappear forever. Thus, lamenting the present
condition, Bharat Bhagyacommitssuicide and with thisthe play ends.
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1. WhatdoesYogi dointhefirst act of Bharata Durdasha?

2. How many total actsaretherein BharataDurdasha?

3. Whichinternd factorsareresponsiblefor India'splight?

4.  WhomdoesDurdaiva(misfortune) send to attack Indiain thefourth act?

5.  Inwhichactsisthe scene of the meeting? Notes
6.  What happensintheend?

12.4 WRITING STYLE OF BHARATA DURDASHA

Bharatendu himself wasatheater artist and used to act in plays. He established severa
dramacompaniesand through them attracted theinterest of actorstowardsliterary
values. The playswritten by Bhartendu have been done keeping theater stagingin
mind. At thetimewhen Bharatendu waswriting plays, he wasfinding the Sanskrit
theater form incompleteto expressthetimes, western theater wasa so not complete
to expresstheindigenous sentiments, hence Bharatendu took the help of folk theater
forms. However, occasionally heisal so seen using elements of Sanskrit dramaand
Western drama. Thetimefor which Bharatendu waswriting the play wasthetime of
theBritish Rg. Indiawas struggling to regain itslost independence and social and
culturd constiousness. Insuch agtuation, whilemaking hisplaysinteresting, Bharatendu
alsoincluded elements of entertainment. Heisnot carel esseven in the use of songs
andghazals.

Especiadly inthe context of theplay ‘Bharat Durdasha, he createsthe structure of the
play by redidticaly portraying thereasonsthat areweakening India. If welook carefully
at thedia oguesof the play Bharat Durdasha, Bharatendu isseen expressing hisviews
on many important eventsof that time. Dueto the use of symbolic styleinthisplay,
there seemsto be somelack inthe struggle of the charactersbut Bharatendu fulfills
that lack through songsand colloquia language. Thereisneither aSutradhar nor any
Bharatavakyain this play. The ending istragic in which India commits suicide.
Bharatendu was astrong advocate of atheater which was contemporary and talked
about modernity. Theimportance of Bharatendu becomes moreimportant because
thisvision of Bharatendu has been adopted by other playwrightsalso. Not only in
Bharata Durdasha, Bharatendu incorporatestheideasof modernity inall hisplays, but
in Bharata Durdasha, thismodernity comes out even morevocaly.
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BharataDurdasha

| voxrauisTioNs 23

1.
2.
3.

@ WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNT

What wasthe concept of theater of Bharatendu?
What wasthe specialty of Bharatendu's contemporary society?
What isthereason for lack of character in Bharata Durdasha?

Bharatendu Harishchandrahasgiven anew dimensonto Hindi theetricd literature
inonly the age of 35. Dueto hiscontribution, heis considered thefather of
modern playsinHindi literature.

Theplay Bharat Durdashawaswritten by Bharatenduin 1875AD.

Bharatendu's original plays are - Vediki Hinsa Hinsa Na Bhavati, Satya
Harishchandra, PremYogini, VishasyaVishmaushadham, Chandravai, Bharat
Durdasha, Bharat Janani, Neeldevi and Satipratap etc.

He hastried to make Indians aware through humor and satire through skits
and plays.

Bhartendu hasinfluenced many playwrightswith hiswriting style. That iswhy
the period from 1850 AD to 1900AD isknown asthe Bharatendu era

Bharatendu Harishchandra'stheater styleisamixture of Sanskrit, Englishand
Bengdi dramaticliterature.

Thebasic plot of the play Bharata Durdashais Bharatendu'sthoughtsarising
from the chaos, addiction and exploitative policies preva ent in contemporary
India

BharataDurdashaisasix-act play.

Intheoriginal story, Durdaivaattacks on Bharatawithitsarmy and makesit
helpless. At last Bharat Bhagyacommitssuicide.

Through symbolic characters, Bharatendu has made the Indians aware of the
pitiful condition of dependent India

ﬁ TERMINAL EXERCISE

1.

What wasthesatrical consciousness of Bharatendu Harishchandra?
SECONDARY
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2.  Whatisthebasic story of Bharata Durdasha? Introductionto India
3. Writeabout the characteristicsof Bharata Durdasha? Drames
4.  Writeabout symbolisminthe BharataDurdasha?

AN
l'\,'J ANSWERS TO INTEXT QUESTIONS
12.1
1. BharatenduHarijchandra Notes
Vediki HinshaHinsnaBhavati, SatyaHarishchandra, PremYogini, Vishasya
Vishamoushadham, Chandravdi, Bharat Durdasha, Bharat Janani, Ned devi
and Satipratap etc.
3. Intheyear 1875
4. Theplight of contemporary India
5. Symbalic
6. Bharaa, BharataDurdaiva, Roga, Alasya, Andhakara, Nirlgjata, Ashaaur
Bharata Bhagya (disease, |aziness, darkness, shamel essness and hope,
Bharatbhagya) etc.
12.2
1. Withthehelpof hislavani snging, hedescribestheancient glorioushistory
and present condition of India.
2. Sixacts
3.  Many problemslikeabundanceof differencesof opinion, mutua conflictin
the caste system, prohibition of child marriage, widow remarriage, old age
marriage, polygamy and prohibition of seatravel.
4. Alasya, Roga, Madiraand Andhakara (L aziness, disease, alcohol and
darkness) etc.
5. Thesceneof themeetingisinthefifthact.
6. Theplay endstragically with thesuicide of Bharat Bhagya.
12.3

1. Moden
2. Struggling for independenceand socia and cultural consciousness
3. Useof symbolicstyle
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Theatre: Technique and Design

Inthismodule, learners have been introduced to theater techniquesand design—

13. Rangmanch: Introductionand Types
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