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KUNDMALA

Notes

Many playwrights and poets have written works based on the story of Sita'sexile
from Vamiki's Ramayana. Bhavabhuti has also madethisstory onthebasisfor his
play Uttarramcharitam. Based on thisstory, the play ‘K undamala hasbeen composed
by Dingnag inthe Sanskrit theater tradition. Thereisalot of differencein viewpoint
between Bhavabhuti's Uttarramcharit and Dingnag'sKundmaa. KundamaaNatak is
situated near Bhasa at the base of Nandi and the prol ogue. Just as Bhasa has used
theatrical techniquesfor writing hisplays, Dingnag isalso seen using the samein
Kundamala. The planning of 'shadow scene (Chhaya Drishya) makes Kundamala
different and uniquefrom other Sanskrit plays.

In Bhavabhuti's Uttararamacharitam, al ot of exaggeration (Atishyokti) hasbeen used
whilepresenting Sitaasanideal character, but in hisplay Kundamala, Dingnag shows
Sitalikeacommonwoman. Bhavabhuti's Sitaisan embodiment of idedlism but Dingnag's
Sitaisvery closeto Valmiki. After Valmiki, Kundamaaistheonly play inwhich Sita
has been shownin humanform.

[] LEARNING OUTCOMES

After studying thislesson, you-

° know about Dingnaag, the author of Kundmala;

° know about the plot of Kundamala;

e  know about thecharacters,

° know about thetheatrical planning used in Kundmala; and

° understand the stage possibilitiesand theoretical application of Kundamaa.
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MODULE - 4 Kundmala

Introductionto India 11.1 GENERAL INTRODUCTION OF KUNDAMALA
Dramas

Scholarsfrom South Indiahave played amaor roleinthe discovery of ancient texts.
Bhasa'splaysarealso found in South India. Kundamalaisalso adramawhich has
been achieved through the effortsof scholarsof South India. Till now, Six hand written
copiesof Kundamalaarefound. Kundamalawasfirst publishedin Madrasin 1923.
Duetoitssmplelanguage and heart touching plot, thisplay had madeitsplaceamong
thereadersin suchashort time.

Notes Thetime period of Dingnag, the author of Kundmala, hasbeen fixed at 1000AD. On
thebasisof the nature of Kundmalaand thereligiousand social imagesfoundinthis
play, the position of the creator hasbeen determined in thisperiod. Dingnag wasa
resident of Ararapur inthefar south. Hisplace of residenceisalso mentionedinthe
preface of the play. He was basically a Brahmin and had full faith in Gods and
Goddesses. Inthe play, he has praised Shivaand expressed hisglory with an open
heart. Itisclear from thisthat hewasaShaivaBrahmin. Dingnag had aspecid lovefor
music. Apart from Samveda, hed so had specid interest in Veenaplaying. Hehasa so
described theeffect of music at many placesintheplay. Dingnag had completeauthority
over grammar, astrology, philosophy, Ayurvedaand dramascience. Heawaystaks
about thesmplelifeof forestsand ashramsfrom which we caninfer that Dingnag, the
author of Kund Maa, wasardigiousand solitary person.

11.2 MAIN CHARACTERS OF KUNDAMALA

Thelist of charactersof theplay isasfollows-
Male Characters

Sutradhaar - Coordinator of thedrama

Ram - Hero

Lakshmana - Ram'syounger brother

Kusha - Ram'seldest son

Luv - Younger son of Ram

Valmiki - Great scholar, originator of Ramayana
Sumantra - Carrier of theking'schariot
Kaushika - Jester

Kanva - Discipleof Vamiki and childhood companion of Rama

Badarayana - Second disciple of Vamiki
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Female Characters

Sita - Heroine, wifeof Ram

Yajnavedi - Ashram Girl

Vedavati - ashramgirl and friend of Sita
Muni Kanya - Ashram Kanya

Ram, Sita, Lakshman, Kush, Luv and Valmiki arethe main charactersin the play
Kundmala. According to the story, Dingnag has depicted these characters very
beautifully.

Ram

The hero of Kundamalais Ram who is Dhaeerodattatype. Heishumble by nature,
sacrificia, egoless, steady minded, seriousand determined. Even after being theking,
Ram respectsthewishesof hispeople. Even Rishisand sagesnever get tired of praising
himfor hislovefor justice. Fearing to save hisclan from being tarnished, he doesnot
hesitatein abandoning Sita, whoisdear to him evenwith hislife. Ram considersduty
higher than hisfedlings. Likeahuman being, heissurrounded by grief after abandoning
hiswifeSita, but ill, likeanided king, heconsdersperforming hisdutiestowardsthe
peopleashisided.

Sita

Sitaistheheroineof theplay Kundmala. Sheisthewife of Ram. Dingnag hasshown
the heroine of Kundamalaasan ideal woman. Sitaisendowed with the qualities of
sacrifice, purity of character, courage and tolerance. Sheisproud of thefact that her
husband is an ideal king and performs his duties towards his people without any
selfishness. Sitabelievesthat Ram hasunwavering lovefor her. Sheresistshearing
criticism againgt Ram evenfrom her friends. Shehasso much faithin her husband that
shetellsher friend Vedavati about holding the hand of another woman that Arya's
heartismine, evenif heholds someone else'shand. Her friendsare also surprised to
seethisconfidenceof Sita

Laxmana

L akshmanaisRam'sfavorite brother. By nature, heisobedient and considersRam's
ordersassupreme. Heisalwaysready to sacrificeeven hisdesiresfor Ram. Despite
hisunwillingness, he obeyshiselder brother'sordersand comesto leave Sitain the
forest. Thereisimmensesorrow inhisheart for Sita. Hefeelsextremely guilty leaving
Sitaintheforest and saysthat it would have been better if hehad been killedinthewar
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Introductionto India in Lanka. He feels sad seeing Ram sad and try to remove the sorrow. Basically,
Dramas L akshmanais soft hearted but due to circumstances he hasto becometough.
Kush and Luv

Kushand Luv arethe sonsof Ram. They were born from Sitaswomb during hisstay

inforest. Both aretwin brothers. By nature, both are playful, politeand patient. The

beauty of both of them isheart-wrenching and dueto their beauty, they arethe center

of atractionfor al theashram residents. Thefedling of salf-respect isstrong in both of
o~ them. They know how tofollow etiquette.

Notes
Valmiki

Valmiki isamain character of Kundamala. The entireincident of the play revolves
around him. All theincidentshappen in hisashram. Valmiki isakind, accomplished
and great Maharishi by nature. When he hearsfrom hisdisciplesthe newsof awoman
cryingintheforest, heimmediately goesto that place. Seeing the condition of Sita, he
takesupon himsdf theresponsibility of protecting her. Ram himsealf aso bowshishead
before Vamiki. Vamiki lovesjusticeand can takeafierceformto ensurejusticeis
followed. He chides Ram for abandoning Sitawithout any reason.

| Svixroussmiows i

1.  Whoistheauthor of Kundamaa?

2. WhenwasKundmalapublished for thefirst time?

3. Whatisthetimeperiod of Dingnaag?

4.  Wherewastheresdenceof Dingnag?

5. Whoarethemain charactersdescribed in Kundmala?
6.  Whatisthemain story of Kundmala?

7.  Ramisthehero of whichtypein Kundamala?
8.  Inwhat form has Sitabeen depictedin Kundamala?
9. WhoaeKushandLuv?

10. Tdl usabout Vamiki?
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MODULE -4
11.3 PLOT OF KUNDMALA DRAMA Introductionto India

Dramas
In the Kundamala drama, the plot is described in atotal of six acts. For the play,

Dingnag has made the main basi s of Uttarkand of ‘Ramayana written by Vamiki, in
whichthereisthe story of Sita'sexile, but Dingnag givesahappy ending to the story
with hisdevotion.

Act-1

Atthebeginning of thefirst act, thereisapraise of Shri Ganeshaunder theNandi Path,
inwhichthe Sutradhar isintroducing theplay anditscreator totheaudienceby praying | NVotes
tothelocksof hair of Lord Shivafor the protection of theaudience, when suddenly in
the background thisstory of Yavanikagppears. Laxman'swordsare heard from behind.
Fromthe narrator, the audiencelearnsthat dueto thelong stay in Ravana'sashram,
many questions have been raised about Sita's character and dueto fear of public
condemnation, Ram has abandoned the pregnant Sita. L akshmanaisgoing towards
theforest toleave her. With thisthe establishment of the story ends. The chariot cannot
passthrough theforestson the banks of the Gangawhi ch are surrounded by anetwork
of treesand creepers. For thisreason, Sitaand Lakshmanaare dowly walking onthe
banksof the Ganga. Being pregnant, Sitasoon getstired and stsinthe shade of atree.
After resting, Lakshmanatells Sitathat Shri Ram has abandoned her dueto fear of
public outrage. When Sitareceivesthisharsh news, shebecomeshurt and faints. After
regaining consciousness, sheprotestsagainst Laxman'sabandonment without any reason
and preparesto commit suicide. Lakshmanaconsoles Sitaand saysthat Ram does
not doubt her character nor hashislovefor Sitadiminished in hisheart. You have
stayed in Ravana's ashram for along time. Therefore, to save their clan from the
stigmaof rumors spreading about your character, heisabandoning you. Evenwhile
livingintheroyal palace, hewill remain like aforest dweller. They will not marry
anyonedsefor therest of their life. Lakshman aso stops Sitafrom committing suicide
out of grief. Hesaysif shedoesthisthen what will happen to Raghukul ? Sitasendsa
messageto Ram that he should be careful about hishealth and never deviatefromhis
duty. Leaving Sitaaoneintheforest, Lakshmanapraysto theforest gods, the sages,
the protectors, the mountains and the Ganges to protect Sita. On the other hand,
Maharishi Vamiki hearsfrom hisdisciplesabout acrying woman and immediately
reachesthat place. There heisintroduced to Sitaand helearnsabout Sitathrough his
yogapower. Hetakesthe burden of Sitaupon himself. They aretakentotheashram
and here Sitapraysto Mother Gangathat if her delivery issuccessful then shewill
offer aKundmalato Goddess Gangaevery day.
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IntroductiontoIndia Act-2

Dramas At the beginning of the second act, the ongoing dia ogue between two ashram girls

reveal sthat Sitahas given birth to two sonsin Maharishi Valmiki'sashram, whose
namesare L uv and Kush. Now they are 10 yearsold and reads Ramayanawritten by
Valmiki. Itisaso revea ed that Ram has organized AshwamedhaYgnaand invited
sageslikeVamiki etc. All thisinformationisavailable to the audience through the
presenter. Sitaisimmersed in sorrow intheashram. Hisfriend Vedavati consolesher
and preventsher from feeling sad for the atrocitiesthat Ram hasdoneto her. Sitatill
Notes haslovefor Ram. Shebelievesthat Ram <till loves her thesameway. Shedoesnot like
to hear wordslikecriminal, cruel for Ram from her friends and opposesthe statement
of her friend Vedavati. Vedavati tell sthem that Ramisorganizing AshwamedhaYgna
and in this Yajna he will hold the hand of another woman. Then Sitasaysin a
compassionatevoice- | havetheright over Ram'sheart, not hishand. Vedavati till
consoleshim that hisdaysintheforest are now over. Then suddenly asage'svoiceis
heard from the background asking al the ashram residentsto reach Naimish forest for
AshwamedhaYg na. Assoon as Sitareceivesthisinformation, sheleavesfromthere
to preparefor the departure of Kushand Luv.

Act-3

Atthebeginning of thethird act, it isrevealed through theintroduction that Sita, Kusha
and Luv havereached Naimishforest. Ramand L akshmanaaregoing towardsVamiki's
ashram located in Naimish forest. Ontheway, Ramisseen sad for abandoning Sita
without any reason. Laxmanais moving ahead whiletalking to him. To calm Ram's
mind, Lakshmanadraws hisattention to the beautiful pictureof river Gomti. Ram and
Lakshman'sgazefdlsonablunt flower garland floatingin theriver current. Assoon as
Ram seesthe garland, herecognizesthat it has been woven by Sita'shands. Ramand
Lakshmanago in search of Sitain thedirection from wherethe garland iscoming.
After goingalittlefurther, Lakshman'seyesfall on thefootprints of awoman. Ram
seesthemark and recognizesthat itisof Sita'sfeet. Ram and Lakshman follow those
footsteps. Those signsdisappear when hard land comes ahead. And both of them sit
inacreeper grovetorelievether fatigue. While Sitais plucking flowers, she hears
their conversation behind atree. Seeing Ram sad for her, Sitawith great difficulty
restrainsherself from going infront of him. Then the sage Badarayanasent by Vamiki
reachesthat grovein search of Ram and Lakshmana, with thisthethird act ends.

Act-4

Atthebeginning of thefourth act, anashramgirl named Vedavati tellsher friend Ygnavedi
that an Apsaranamed Tilottamawill goinfront of Ramintheform of Sitaand will
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behavelike Sitato assessthelovefor Sitain Ram's heart. When Yagnavedi tellsher Introductionto India
that their conversation has been overheard by Ram'sfriend Kaushik, Vedavati decides Dramas

to stop Tilottamafrom doing so. The dia ogue between thesetwo a so reved sthat due

to theinfluence of Vamiki, no manwill be able to see the woman standing at the

stepwel | of the ashram and Sitanowadays sits on the banks of the same stepwell the

wholeday. After thisconversation Vedavati goesto Tilottamaand the Ygjna Vedi goes

to Sita. With thistheintroduction ends.

Sitaissitting on the banks of the stepwell wearing the clothes gifted by theforest
goddessof Chitrakut, during her 14 yearsof exileand crying remembering her sorrows. § Notes
Ya navedi cdmsher down and entertain her by showing apair of swans. ThenRam's
childhood friend Kanvaarrivesto entertain Ram by showing the beauty of theforest
ontheordersof Vamiki. When Kanvaleaves Ram alone, Ram goesto the stepwel | to

wash hisfaceto removethe burning sensation in hiseyes caused by the smoke. Then

there he sees the reflection of Sita. Not finding Sitain front of him, he becomes
unconscious. Then Sitatoucheshim and bringshim back to hissenses. Ram requests

Sitato comeforward. Stadso answershim. When Ramisnot successful in hisattempt,

he again becomesunconscious. Thistime Sitablowsair with her aancha and bringsit

into the hose. As soon as Ram comesto conscious, he pulls off the clothesworn by

Sitaand recognizesthat sheis Sita. He covers her with great respect and dropshis

shawl which Sitapicksup. Assoon asevening comes, Sitareturnsback to the ashram.
Ramisthinking about thiswholeincident with surprisewhen theclown comesandtells

him about the conversation between Vedavati and Til ottama. Ram becomes convinced

that Tilottamaherself hasdonethismockery to him.

Act-5

Thenext morning the clown gathersthe ascetics. And takesRam with him towardsthe
assembly hall. Ramisthinking about the previousincident. Hismind could not believe
that it was all an illusion. Because seeing Sita's reflection had awakened a new
consciousnessin hismind. Hewasremembering Sitaagainand again. Thejester blames
him that helove Sitaonly with their wordsand not with their heart. Otherwise, why
would he abandon her? Ram proves himself innocent. Thetimefor thearrival of the
asceticsisnear, Ram seesthe clown outside and asks him to come. As soon asthe
clown goesout, seeing two ascetics, hetellsRam that outside therearetwo children
standing exactly in the shape of Ram and L akshmana, who have cometo narratethe
story of Ramayanawritten by Vamiki. Ramismoved upon hearing thisand ordersto
bring themingdequickly. Seeing Kushand L uv, strangefedingsstart risnginhismind.
Tearscometo hiseyes. Ram seatsthem in hislap on thethrone and embracesthem
lovingly. Looking at them hethinksthat if Sitahad also given birthto ason, then his
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Introductionto India childwould d so be of the sameage. Then suddenly the clown shoutsthat Ram should
Dramas take down Luv and Kush because whoever sits on that throne other than the
Raghuvanshis gets hishead shattered. Ramaimmediately takesthem downandis
surprised to seethat he remains unharmed even after sitting on the throne. He ask
them. Both are twin brothers. They say that we are Suryavanshi and our Guruis
Maharishi Vamiki. They asotell that their mother callstheir father cruel names. Their
mother iscalled Valmiki Vadhu and other ashram residentscall her Devi. Fromall
thesethings, Ram guessesthat both of them are Sitals children. Now hismind becomes
o~ even morestrange. Then suddenly avoice comesfrom the background asking Luv
and Kushto start singing Ramayanaand Ram sendsamessageto gather therewith his
friendstolisten to Ramayana. With thisthefifth issueends.

Notes

Act-6

After gathering in the Sabha Mandap, with the permission of Ram, Kush and Luv
narratethe story of Ramayanafrom the marriage of Dashrath to theexileof Sita. A
doubt comesin Ram's mind that perhaps dueto Sita'sdeath, Valmiki might not have
told the story further. He callsKanvato know thefurther incident. Kanvatellsthem
that Kush and L uv arethechildren of Ram. On hearing thisnews, Ram, L akshmana,
Kush and Luv becomeunconscious. Then Sitaenterswith VVamiki. Both of thembring
everyoneto their senses. Valmiki scoldsRam in harsh wordsfor abandoning Sitaat
therequest of some peopleeven after taking Sitathrough thefiretest and then orders
Sitato give proof about her character. Sitapraysin the gathering that Goddess Earth
should appear and tell everyonewhether Sitais of good character and devoted to her
husband or not. The goddess Earth appearsfrom Sita's glory and fascinates Ram
about Sita'scharacter. Ram accepts Sita. Onthe advice of Lakshman, Ram makeshis
son Kush the successor of the kingdom and appoints L uv asthe crown prince, with
thistheplay ends.

11.4 THEORETICALAPPLICATION OF KUNDAMALA

Dingnag hasused asmpleand theatre-friendly syleinhisplay Kundamaa Thedramatic
planning used by him in expressing emotions proveto be successful. Thereisno
complexity in hislanguage and he does not uselong dia oguesto makethe dialogues
smpleandinteresting. Thereisplenty of spacefor acting inthedialogues. Like other
Sanskrit playwrights, he does not use artificial style. He does not exaggerate the
character. Ram, Sita, Lakshman, Luv and Vamiki are shown ascommon people. On
thebasisof theplot, heisoften compared with Bhavabhuti but thereisalot of difference
between Bhavabhuti and Dingnaag. Even though both of themwritetheir playsbased
onthesameplot, still thereisalot of difference between them regarding thetreatment
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of the play. Thetricksused by Dingnag in the play make the play interesting and Introductionto India
dtractive. Dramas

If welook at Dingnag'sdiaogues, hehashisown distinct characteristics. Dialogues
arelikelifefor visual poetry. Thesedia ogues provide momentumtothestory. Itisan
absolutely essential quality for theater that the dialogues should be simple and
understandable. L ong dialogues create afear of burdening the audience and at the
sametime these long dial ogues also hamper the impact of emotions. That iswhy
Dingnag does not describe any emotion in detail in his play Kundmala, but only
expressesit poignantly. Thedia oguesare short andinteresting frombeginningtoend. § Notes
That iswhy Dingnag'splay seemscloser to theatre.

Ultimately, we can say that Kundamalaisadramabased on KarunaRasa. Dingnag
hasexpressad the KarunaRasavery beautifully. Whilereading and watching hisplay,
thereadersand viewerseasily empathize with Sitaand Ram. Their sorrow becomes
thesorrow of theviewer. Thus, Kundamaaisaplay of Sanskrit literaturewhich takes
the story of Sitalsexileasitsbasisbut doesnot useit asit is. Rather, poet Dingnag,
with hisimagination, transformstheend of that story into ahappy ending and writes
the play keepingin mind the craft of theatre.

| vmoxroustiows iz

How many total actsaretherein Kundmalaplay?

What happensat the beginning of thefirst act?

Inwhichact istheinformation about the birth of Kushand Luv?
Inwhich act isthe shadow technique used?

Inwhich act isthe Ramayanastory described?

o o k~ w N P

Does Sitaenter thewomb of the earth at the end of the play Kundmala?

@*\ WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNT

° KundamalaisaSanskrit play written by Dinganag.
e  Thetimeperiod of Dingnag hasbeenfixed at 1000AD.

e Thebasicsory of theplay isthestory of Sita'sexile described in Ramayana.

e  Thebasisof naming of the play isanincident inthethird act in which Ram
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Kundmda

L akshman seesaKundmalaflowinginthewater stream of Gomti. Seeing that
garland, Ramfedlssad remembering Sita. Dueto thisincident the play hasbeen
named Kundamala.

Therearesix actsinthe Kundmalaplay.

TheKudmalaplay hasahappy ending. Inthis, Ram and Sitaare united.

T

1.

2.

3.

4,

AN

11.1
1.
3.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

11.2
1.
2.
3.
5.

TERMINAL EXERCISE

Write about Sanskrit playwright Dingnag?

Write about the basic story of Kundmalaplay?

Write about the naming of Kundmala?

What isthe difference between the story of Kudmalaand Uttarramcharitam?

l°\,°J ANSWERS TO INTEXT QUESTIONS

Dinnag 2. 1923

1000AD 4. Ararapur situatedinfar South India
Ram, Lakshman, Sita, Kush and Luv and Vamiki etc.

Thestory of Sita'sexiledescribed in Ramayana

Dheerodatta

Asan Indian ideal woman who has deep respect for her husband in her
heart.

Son of Ram and Sita

Vamiki isamerciful and accomplished M aharishi who provided protection
to Sitain hisashram after her exile.

Six acts

At the beginning of thefirst act, Lakshmanisgoingto leave Sitainthe
forest.

Second act 4. Fourthact

Inthesixth act 6. No. SECONDARY




