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NAGANANDA

Notes

Inthe previouslesson we havelearned about Pratimanataka. In thislesson wewill
discuss about Nagananda Rupak written by Shri Harsh Vardhan. The period of the
seventh century has been very important in the history of Sanskrit dramas. Thereis
mention of Emperor Harshvardhan during this period. Harshvardhanisone of those
great rulerswho on onehand wasaskilled ruler with agenerous heart and ascholar
and poet. On the other hand, he also had a special interest in the presentation and
performanceof visud poetry. Harshahaswrittenthreerupaka: Priyadarshika, Ratnavali
and Nagananda. Of these, Priyadarshikaand Ratnavali are Natikaand Naganandais
thedrama

[] LEARNING OUTCOMES

After studying thislesson, you-

e  know about Shri Harsha;

° know about Nagananda Drama;

° know about the story of Nagananda;

° know about the characters of Nagananda; and

° knows about the stage possibilitiesof Pratimanataka.

10.1 GENERAL INTRODUCTION TO HARSH

Thereisno need to guessto determinethetime of Shri Harshvardhan, the author of
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Introductionto India Naganandadrama. Harsharuled northern Indiafor along time. Onthebasisof proven
Dramas facts, thereign of Harshaisfixed from 606 AD to 646 AD. According to Banabhatta's
Harshacharita, Harshasfather's name was Prabhakar VVardhan and mother's name

was Yashomati. Yashomati gave birth to the eldest son Rgjyavardhanin 588 AD.

Harshvardhan'selder sister Rgjyashreewasborn 2 yearsafter Rgjyavardhan and Shri

Harsh wasborn 3 years after Rajyavardhan. By the age of 16, Harshvardhan and

R4 yavardhan had received education in weapons and scriptures. Rg yashri a so took

educationin artslike dance, song etc. When Rgyashri became ayoung, Prabhakar

o~ Vardhan married her to GrahaVarma, son of K shatriyaking Avanti Varmaof Maukhari

dynasty.

Prabhakar Vardhan anointed hiseldest son Rgjyavardhan but after the sudden death
of Ragjyavardhan, Harshavardhan ascended the throne. Harshvardhan ruled under
Chhatrafrom 606 AD to 648 AD. Thegreat poet Banabhattawas his dependent poet
in Harshvardhan's Rgjya Sabha and he made Harshvardhan the hero in his poetry
Harshcharita

Notes

Asmentioned earlier, threerupakas of Harshaarefound - 1- Priyadarshika2- Ratnavali

and Nagananda. From the point of view of composition, the play Priyadarshikaisthe
first creation of Harsh. Inthiscompostion theform of thegtrical art gppearsalittleless
sophisticated. There is a clear influence of Abhijnanashakuntalam and
Malavikagnimitram on the story structure and combination of eventsof thisdrama.

Thesecond compositionisRatnavai Natikawhichwasvery popular anong dramatists.

The extreme devel opment of Harsh'sdramatic art isvisiblein thisplay. Ratnavali

provesto beagreat play fromall the pointsof view- maturity in dramatic use, beauty
inlanguage, use of imagination and excellencein character portraya . Expertsindrama
often usethe charactersof Rathavali toillustrate the story, e ementsof drama, hero-
heroineetc. Harsh hasmadefull use of Shringaar Rasain hisplay.

* INTEXT QUESTIONS 10.1

1.  WhoisShri Harsh?

2. WhowasRgyavardhan?

3. Whicharethetwo playswritten by Shri Harsh?

4.  Whichdramaisinfluenced by Abhijnanashakuntalam and Mdavikagnimitram?
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Nagananda

10.2 STORY OF NAGANANDA

In Nagananda Natak, the plot isdivided into 5 acts. Lord Buddha had given the
message of welfare of Bahujan to hisfollowers. Many Jatakastoriesrelated to Buddha
were popular among the people. One of those storiesisthe story of Jimutavahana.
Thisstory waslater expanded into Sanskrit, Prakrit and folk traditions. Jmutavahana
hasbeen accepted asaBodhisattvain folk tradition. Whosetragic story startswith
donating Kapavrikshafor public welfare and endswith donating hisbody too. Harsh
has madethis story the basis of Nangananda. The main story of the play iscentered
around theloveand marriage of Vidyadhar Rajputranamed Jmutvahanaand Siddha
princess named Malayavati and Jimutvahana's attempt to savethelife of asnake
named Shankhachudaby sacrificing hislife. The story of the play according to the
scoreisasfollows-

Act-1

Inthisact, Jmutavahanabecomesenamored with Ma ayavati who issinging songsin
thetempleof the goddess. Even beforethis, Malayavati had seen Jimutvahanain her
dream and had become enamored with him.

Act-2

Jmutavahanaand Mdavati aredeeply inlovewith each other and Maayavati'sbrother
Mitravasu triesto get them married. Ultimately both of them get married.

Act-3

Thethirdissuedepicts Jmutavahan and Malayavati'sVihar.

Act-4

Jmutavahan seesagroup of boneson the seashore. Friend Vasu tellshim that these
arethebonesof serpentswhich are eaten daily by Garu?a. Hearing thelamentation of
awoman, Jmutavahan goesto her. When asked, thewoman tellsthat today her son
Shankachudaisgoing to make asfood for Garuda. Jimutavahan consolesthewoman
and wearsred clothesinstead of Shankhachud and sits on the slaughtering stone.
Garudacomesand takeshim away.

Act-5

Thebody of Jmutavahanaisrepeatedly injured by Garudasbeak. Even after being
gtained with blood, the Jmutavahanaremainscam and motionless. Garudaissurprised
to seethis. And when he comesto know thereal situation, he repentsimmensely.
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Introductionto India Jmutavahan's parentsand wifea so reach the place and mourn with compassion after
Dramas seeing the condition of Jmutavahan. Moved by Mad ayavati's heart-wrenching prayer,
Gauri (MathaParvatal) appearsand giveslifeto the dying Jmutavahan. Impressed by
Jmutavahan's spirit of sacrificeand charity, Gauri bringsthe snakesback to life by
showering themwith nectar and finally vowsto never eat the snakesin thefuture. The
play endswith thishappy ending.

Some changes have been madein the original story of Jimutavahanadescribed in
Kathasaritsagaraby Shri Harsh asfollowing-

Notes 1.  Intheorigind story, Jmutavahan used to donate Ka pavrikshafor publicwelfare

and duetotheattack on hiskingdom by enemies, hegoesto Maayacha mountain
with hisparents, but inthe play, Jmutavahan goesto theforest after hisparents
gototheforest. To serve, they leave the pleasures of the state and go to the
forest. The playwright has made this change to show hislove and devotion
towardshisparents.

2. Intheorigind story, Jmutavahanafindsout through hissupernatura power that
heis being attacked by his own brothers, whereasin the play, Shri Harsha
imaginesM atangaasthe enemy andinformsabout theattack through Mitravasu.

3. Similarly, intheoriginal story, Jmutavahanagoesto Gauri temple and sees
Malayavati thereand gets compl ete introductionto her through her friend. But
Shri Harsh has broken this by making the hero and heroine appear for ashort
timeintheplay. Duetothisyoga, favorable conditionsare created for Shringara
Rasain the second act.

4.  Bengunfamiliar withtheheroinesname, hergectsthemarriageproposa brought
by Mitravasuto Maayavati. Duetothisrejection, Malayavati becomesfrantic
and commitssuicide. Here Shri Harsh has created apicturesgue scenewith his
imaginaion.

Inthisway, Shri Harsh hastried to make the qualities of the character more
effectiveby making dight changesintheorigina story of Jmutavahan.

* INTEXT QUESTIONS 10.2

1.  How many actsarethereinthe play Nagananda?

2. WhoisJmutavahana?

150 SECONDARY




3. WhoisMitravasu?

4.  WhoisShankhachuda?

10.3 CHARACTERS OF NAGANANDA DRAMA

Jmutavahana, Malayavati, Mitravasu, Garudaarein lead rolesin Naganandadrama.
Shri Harsh hasshown histheatrical expertiseintheportrayal of characters.

Jimutavahan

Thehero of the play Nagananda, Jimutavahan, isthe hero of Dheerodattatype. Heis
very serious, forgiving, doesnot boast about himself, hasastable mind, doesnot have
egoandisdetermined. In Natyashastra, thistype of hero hasbeen called Dheerodatta.
Inthe play, Jimutavahan is shown to be devoid of thedesirefor victory. Intheplay,
Jmutavahan saysthat can the person sitting on thethrone be asbeautiful asthe person
sitting on theground in front of hisfather? Can the happinessthat ason getswhile
pressing hisfather'sfeet befound in the state? Can the happinessthat we get from
eating thefood | eft over from our father'sfood al so be obtained from the enjoyment of
thethreeworlds? For those who abandon their father, thekingdomisjust anillusion.
Isthereany benefit init? Thisstatement does not reflect any desirefor victory inthe
battle of Jmutavahan.

Jimutavahanaisnot ahero of calm nature. If he had been of acalm nature, hewould
not haveloved Maayavati. Hislovefor Maayavati isproof that heisnot asilent hero.
Hehascompassionfor living beingsin hisheart. Infact, Jmutavahan appearsbefore
usasanidea herowith many qualities. Basically, therearetwo important qualitiesin
hischaracter. Firgtly, heiscompletely devoted to hisparentsand secondly, the spirit of
philanthropy isembedded in him. Jmutavahan himself saysintheplay that heishappy
only when heworshipshisparents. Jmutavahanisacharacter who leavesthe pleasures
and glory of thekingdomto serve hisparentsand residesin theforest. Friend Basu,
whiledescribing thequditiesof Jmutavahana, saysthat heisthebest inthedynasty of
VidyaDharma, intelligent, worthy of respect among gentlemen, handsome, brave,
learned, young with polite behavior and aperson ready to protect living beings.

Malayavati

Theheroine of the play Nagananda. Although, Maayawati doesnot have any specia
roleintheentire play but her character isdefinitely seeninfluencing us. Harsh has
portrayed Maayawati asanidea Hinduwoman. For her, her husbandiseverything.
Sheisbeautiful, seeing thebeauty of Maayavati inthisform, thehero Jmutavahanais
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Introductionto India surprised and saysthat if thisisawoman from heaven then thousands of eyesof Indra
Dramas have succeeded. If it belongsto the Nagapeoplethen itsmain presenceisnot the Sun
but the Naga people, theMoon. If heisascholar then our clan, isgoing to conquer all
other clansand if she belongsto thefamily of Siddhasthen the Siddha peoplewill
becomefamousamong al thethreeworlds. Along with Jimutavahan, theclown aso
praisesthe beautiful form of Malayavati. Another specia quality of Maayavati isthat
sheisvery adept in playing Veena. The hero Jmutavahanahimsdlf isoverwhel med by
her singing and playing Veena. Mdayavati isadevotee of mother Gauri andisunable
o~ totolerate Sakhi'scriticism of Gauri and respondsto her. Her character asadaughter-
in-law isasoimportant. Shespendsall her timeserving her in-laws. When Mdayavati
comesto know about theincident of Jimutavahana's surrender, shefaints. After the
death of Jmutavahana, shebeginstofed that lifeisaburden and at that very moment
she getsready to commit Sati by building afuneral pyre. She pleasesMother Gauri
with her devotion and giveslifeto imutavahana. Infact, the character of Ma ayavati
appearsasan Indianideal womanwhoisinspirationa for other women.

Notes

Mitravasu

Mitravasu isthe son of Siddharg] Vishwavasu. Heisthe brother of Malayavati and
friend of Jmutavahana. Mitravasu is extremely impressed by the qualities of
Jmutavahana. Through hisefforts, Jmutavahanaand Maayavati uniteand get married.

* INTEXT QUESTIONS 10.3

1.  Whatarethemainquditiesinthecharacter of imutavahan?

2. Inwhat formhasMa ayavati been depicted?

10.4 STAGE POSSIBILITIES OF NAGANANDA

In Natyashastra, AcharyaBharat has stated the two main objectivesof visual poetry -
entertainment and education. Before Shri Harsha, whatever Rupakas (metaphors) are
foundinthetradition of Sanskrit drama, Shringaraand Veer Rasahave been prominent.
If welook at Bhassplays, we can seethe storiesderived from Ramayana, M ahabharata
andfolk talesin hisplays. After him, full application of ShringaraRasaisvisbleinthe
plays written by Kalidas. Sriharshais a playwright who has created a beautiful
coordination between two dharmasin hisplay Nagananda. Thestory of Jimutavahan
isdtill popular in Bihar region under thenameof Jiut. In the seventh century, Sriharsha
through Naganandaplay, orientated the audiencetowards philanthropy through drama.

152 SECONDARY




Taking the story of Jmutavahanafrom K athasaritsagara, hewritesaplay composedin
5acts. In Natyashastra, themain characteristic of adramaunder Rupak Vidhanisthat
there should be5 or 10 actsin thedrama. The hero should be courageous. Themain
Rasashould be Sringara, but inthisplay of Shriharsh-Naganand, the predominance of
VeeraRasais visible and even among the Veer Rasa, Danaveer isthe main one.
Fulfillment of ShringaraRasahasbeen used only intheloveaffar of Imutavahanaand
Malayavati. Through thisplay, Shri Harsh underlinesthe spirit of philanthropy and
talksabout |earning from the character Jimutavahan. From timeto time, Naganand
play wastrand ated into different languages and performed on stage. Therearemany
mentions of Nagananda's performancesin modern theater also. Shriharsh has|eft
plenty of spacefor actinginhisthestrica craft. With hisimagination hecrestesentertaining
situations for the actor. With his natural style he makes the drama easy and
comprehensible. Itisthisquality of hisdramacraft that attractstheater artiststowards
Naganand's performances.

@”‘\ WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNT

° Thetimeperiod of Shriharshisthefirst haf of the seventh century.

e  Alongwith Shri Harsh Rgja, hewasaso an artist and aplaywright.

° Harshahaswritten three Rupaka- Priyadarshika, Ratnavali and Nagananda.
° Priyadarshikaand Ratnavali are Natikaand Naganandaisdrama.

° Priyadarshikaisinfluenced by AbhijnanaShakuntalam and Mdavikagnimitram.
° Intheplay Nagananda, the plotisdividedinto 5 acts.

e  Thedory of Naganandadramaistakenfromthestory of Jmutavahanamentioned
inKathasaritsagara.

e  Themaindtory of theplay centersaround thelove and marriage of Vidyadhar
Rajputranamed Jimutavahanaand Siddha princess named Malayavati and
Jmutvahana's attempt to save thelife of a serpent named Shankhachud by
scrificinghislife.

e  Thefirst act describesthelove between Jimutavahanaand Maayavati.

e  Thesecond act describesthe marriage of Jimutavahanaand Malayavati.

e  Thethirdact depictsimutavahan and Maayavati'sVihar.
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Nagananda,

° Inthefourth act, thereisthestory of Jmutavahanasacrificing himsdlf to savethe
life of asnake named Shankhchud.

° Inthefifthact, thereisthestory of Jmutavahanagetting stained with blood from
Garudasbeak and Garudarepenting.

TERMINAL EXERCIS

T

What isthemain story of Nagananda?
What did you know about Shriharsh?
Tell usabout the character Jmutavahana?

A WD oRE

What isthe rel ation between Naganandadramaand Jataka stories?

AN
l’\,’J ANSWERS TO INTEXT QUESTIONS

10.1

1. Harshasreignwasfrom606 AD to 646 AD. Along with being apoet, he
wasaso aSanskrit playwright.

2. Rgyavardhanwastheeder brother of Shriharsh.
3. Twoplays(Natika) written by Shriharsh are Priyadarshikaand Ratnavali.

4. Priyadarshika is influenced by Abhigyanshakuntalam and
Maavikagnimitram.

Thereare5 actsin the play Nagananda.
Jmutavahanaisthe hero of the play Nagananda.
Mitravasuisthefriend of Jmutavahanaand brother of theheroineMdayavati.

Thereisasnake named Shankhachuda, in order to savehislife, Jmutavahana
handshimsdalf over to Garuda

A W npoRE

1. Themainquaitiesinthecharacter of Jmutavahan arelovefor parentsand
charity.
2. Maayavati hasbeen portrayed asan ideal Indian woman.
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