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What is Vocational Education?

Vocational Education refers to the training and
education provided to individuals to equip them with
specific skills and knowledge required for a particular
occupation or trade. It focuses on practical training and
prepares individuals for employment in specific
industries or sectors.

What is the role of the Vocational Education in
National Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS)?

NIOS offers a wide range of vocational courses through
its Vocational Education Programmes. It aims to provide
flexible and accessible vocational education to learners
across the country and abroad as well. NIOS develops
curriculum, conducts examinations, and awards
certificates for vocational courses.

What are the benefits of pursuing Vocational
Education through NIOS?

Some benefits of pursuing Vocational Education
through NIOS include:

Flexibility: NIOS offers flexible learning options,
allowing learners to study at their own pace and
convenience.

Recognition: NIOS has been awarded the recognition
from NCVET (National Council for Vocational
Education & Training) for assessment and certification
under the Dual Category. NCVET certificate ensures
better recognition, enhanced employability and
acceptance in the market.

Vocational Education courses of NIOS are recognized
by various industries and employers, enhancing
employment opportunities.

Skill-based training: The courses focus on practical
skills; ensuring learners acquire hands-on expertise in
their chosen field. Every vocational course has
minimum contact hours for theory and practical.
Training schedules have been developed in all the
vocational courses and are available with the study
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centers to impart uniform standardized training along
with uniform standardized learning outcomes.

Certification: Successful completion of NIOS
Vocational Education courses leads to the award of
NIOS certificate.

What types of Vocational Education courses are
offered by NIOS?

NIOS offers a wide range of Vocational Education
courses. You can get the detailed information in
Vocational Prospectus available at NIOS website. NIOS
provides vocational education across various sectors:

® Business & Commerce

o Computer and Information Technology
e Engineering & Technology

® Agriculture & Animal Husbandry

o Home Science and Hospitality

® Health & Paramedical Sciences

® Yoga & Naturopathy

® Miscellaneous courses (Early Childhood Care &
Education, Fire Safety, Certificate in Library
Science, etc)

Who can enroll in NIOS Vocational Education
programmes?

Any learner, who is interested in pursuing a Vocational
Education programme can register as per the entry
requirements in terms of minimum qualifications, as
given at Table I of Vocational Prospectus. Minimum
age for admission varies from 11 years to 18 years
depending upon the programme selected. There is no
upper age limit for the Vocational Courses.

NIOS does not take any responsibility with regard to
employment or the provisions of the Child Labour

(Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 1986.

I am a student of 12 class. Can I take more than
one vocational subject?

Integration of Vocational Courses with Academic
subjects is a unique feature of NIOS. This unique feature
helps you to combine Vocational courses with regular
Academic subjects to earn a 10th/12th class certificate.
This facility has bridged the gap between different
streams of education. However, only one vocational
subject can be taken by a learner in one academic cycle.
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Are there any financial assistance options available
for vocational education courses?

Yes, NIOS provides relaxation of fees for female
candidates and exempted categories such as SC/ST,
Divyangs and Ex-servicemen. The details of fee
structure are available in the vocational prospectus on
the NIOS website.

I am unable to find an AVI in my local area. What
should I do?

If you cannot find an AVI in your local area, consider
expanding your search to nearby districts or cities.
Explore your options in nearby areas and consider
enrolling in a course that aligns with your interests and
goals.

NIOS has recently delinked the requirement of home
address and study centres in same state/district for
taking admission in vocational courses. However, the
learner should keep in mind that the examination for
practicals will be held in the same AVI and theory
examination will also be held in the same state/district
as of AVI. No change of examination centre would be
entertained under any circumstance.

How do I know which course to register for?

You can choose a course depending upon your interest
and requirement. List of vocational courses is given on
Table I of the Vocational Prospectus.

When can I take Admission?
You can take admission online throughout the year.

How can I apply for a Vocational Education course
at NIOS?

To apply for a Vocational Education course at NIOS,
you need to visit the official NIOS website
www.nios.ac.in or https://sdmis.nios.ac.in and follow
the online application process outlined there. It involves
online registration, selecting the desired course and
payment of fees.

What is the duration of NIOS Vocational Education
courses?

The duration of NIOS Vocational Education courses
varies depending on the specific course. It ranges from
six months and one year Certificate and Diploma
courses to two year Advanced Certificate and Diploma
courses. The duration of all the vocational courses are
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mentioned in the Vocational Prospectus available on
the NIOS web portal.

Where the practical training of vocational courses
will be conducted?

The Accreditated Vocational Institute (AVI)/Special
Accredited Institute for Education of Divyangs (SAIED)
will organize practical training and Personal Contact
Programmes, which are compulsory to attend to appear
in the public examination.

Where are the classes held for a vocational learner?
Is it essential for the learner to visit the study centre?

The classes will be held at the study centre called as
Accredited Vocational Institute (AVI). The AVI is
responsible for taking up the classes including Theory
& Practical. The theory examination shall be held at a
different centre which shall be allocated before the final
examination, however the practical examination shall
be held in the AVI itself. It is advisable and essential to
visit the study centre so that appropriate guidance is
provided to you regarding your syllabus, examination
pattern, hands on practical activities, important
information regarding admission or examination, etc.

From where do a learner can obtain study material?

The learner’s AVI/SAIED will provide the study
material.

Can I change my AVI centre and course after taking
admission?

No, you will not be able to change your AVI center
after admission. Therefore, choose your AVI and course
carefully.

Are NIOS Vocational Education courses recognized
by employers and industries?

Yes, NIOS is an autonomous institution under Ministry
of Education, Govt of India. NIOS courses are developed
with involvement of a team comprising of industry
experts, academia, entrepreneurs, Sector Skill Council
etc. A standardized market driven curriculum along with
learning outcomes are developed resulting in
development of the self learning material along with
practical manual for the course. Multi media support
for the learners are also developed. All measures are
taken to ensure that it aligns with industry standards
and requirements.
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Can I pursue Vocational Education courses alongside
my regular studies or job?

Yes, one of the advantages of NIOS Vocational
Education is its flexibility. You can pursue vocational
courses alongside your regular studies or job. NIOS
provides the convenience of self-paced learning,
allowing you to manage your time effectively.

I am financially constrained but eager to pursue
vocational education. What is the ideal opportunity?

NIOS offers fee concession to female learners and to
the exempted category such as ex-servicemen, divyangs,
SC/ST. For the benefit of female learners belonging to
weaker section and belonging to SC/ST, NIOS has
established Mukta Kaushal Kendra (MKK) at 4 regions,
which are skill labs equipped with the required
infrastructure . The MKKs are established currently at
Bhubaneswar (Odisha), Bankura (West Bengal),
Koderma (Jharkhand) and Mehsana (Gujarat). The
MKXKSs provide skill training free of cost to the target
group. The list of courses available at these MKKs at
present are available in the Vocational Prospectus.

Will I get the certificate mentioning Correspondence
or Distance learning certificate?

No, NIOS Vocational Programmes are not
Correspondence Courses. NIOS offers vocational
courses through Open and Distance Learning mode.
These courses have essential contact hours which needs
to be covered at the study centers, which is mandatory
for all learners to attend for undertaking both theory
and practical training. Internal assessment is an integral
part of the course and needs to be undertaken by all the
learners.

When can I appear for the examination?

You may appear for examination (after paying the
required examination fee) as per your convenience after
completing the requisite study period. Examinations
are conducted twice a year, in April-May and then in
October—November. You can avail as many as nine
chances to clear your course in five years of the
registration period. The learners are however, advised
to keep themselves updated on the declaration of exam
dates as regularly informed and updated on the NIOS
website.
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When the learner has to register for examination?

For April-May examination: upto 15th January and for
October-November examination: upto 15th July are the
cut off dates. Please keep yourself updated by checking
on the NIOS website.

Where are the practical examinations of vocational
courses held?

The practical examinations are conducted in the
respective AVI/ /SAIED of the learners.

Are NIOS healthcare and paramedical courses
recognized by State councils?

NIOS is a recognized board under Ministry of
Education, Government of India. The healthcare and
paramedical courses offered by NIOS are designed in
collaboration with academic and industry experts.
However, recognition by State councils is depending
upon the rules and regulations of particular State. The
paramedical courses such as Diploma in Medical
Laboratory Technology and Diploma in Imaging
Technology are offered in collaboration with Indian
Medical Association (IMA). NIOS has a Memorandum
of Understanding with IMA.

Can I pursue higher education after completing
NIOS Vocational courses?

Yes, completing NIOS vocational courses can open up
various opportunities for higher education and career
advancement. You can apply for relevant higher
education programs, such as Bachelor’s or Master’s
degrees in relevant fields. Additionally, successful
completion of the vocational courses can increase your
knowledge and skills in the field. With the increased
horizons and opportunities, you can make informed
decisions about further education, specialization, or
pursuing specific career paths that align with your
interests and goals.

Does NIOS offer credit transfer facilities for
pursuing higher studies after completing their
courses?

NIOS does not provide direct credit transfer facilities
for pursuing higher studies at other institutions.
However, the knowledge and skills gained from
completing NIOS courses can be advantageous when
applying for higher education programs. NIOS provides
Transfer of Credit (TOC) facility to ITI pass-out as well
as pursuing learners so as to enable them to have vertical
mobility.
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The ITI learners can get their three NSQF compliant
courses transferred to NIOS under the TOC scheme and
take up two/one academic subjects including one
language for getting a Secondary/Sr Secondary
certificate. More details are available on the NIOS
webportal.

How can I correct Name, Date of Birth etc. in the
admission record?

The correction in the admission record will be made as
per rules only. In case, there is any discrepancy in
learner’s personal details, address, photo etc., the same
may be corrected through e-services.

May I appear for the exam in Hindi?

You may write the examination in any scheduled Indian
Language. However the SLM provided by NIOS will
be either Hindi/English or in few courses in Urdu too.
Check the Prospectus for details.

Can I appear in On- Demand Exam for Vocational
courses?

No, presently there is no On-demand examination
facility for Vocational courses.

Within how many days result of Vocational exams
are declared?

Generally the results are declared 8 to 10 weeks after
the last examination is over.

I have already paid the course fee online to NIOS,
however it is mentioned during payment that the
remaining fee has to be paid to the AVI. Why is that
payment to be made?

Vocational programmes are based on fee sharing model
wherein one share of the learners course fee is given to
the AVI and one share is received at NIOS. The AVI is
paid separate fees for the conduct of classes in their
centre, so it is very important that the remaining fees
be paid to the AVI as per the amount mentioned in the
Vocational prospectus There is no need to pay any
additional amount to the AVI for the Self-Learning
Materials.

How can I contact NIOS for more information about
Vocational Education?

For more information about Vocational Education
offered by NIOS, you can visit the NIOS website
www.nios.ac.in or contact the helpline no. — 1800 180
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9393. You can also visit the nearest NIOS Regional
Center for guidance and support.

How can an Institution apply for accreditation to
become the Accredited Vocational Institution (AVI)
of NIOS?

Any Institution willing to become the study centre of
NIOS and is an Polytechnic/NGO/KVK/Vocational
Training Institute/Affiliated schools can apply for
accreditation with NIOS. The applicant institute can
visit the NIOS website and select the link — e-
accreditation and proceed further after going through
the guidelines/norms etc which are essential for
accreditation purposes. The applying institution should
check for the infrastructure that is available with them
as per the NIOS accreditation norms for that particular
vocational course. Accreditation process at NIOS are
completely online and offline applications are not
entertained.

What is the grievance mechanism provided to the
learners?

In case the issues and problems of the learner are not
solved in the AVI, then the learner can write or visit
the Regional Centre and or write to the Director
Vocational Education at dirvoc@nios.ac.in or contact
write mail to the Student Support Service Department
at dirsss@nios.ac.in.

What certificate will I get after passing a course?

The Government of India has vested NIOS with the
authority to examine and certify learners registered with
it in vocational, technical and academic courses upto
pre-degree level through Resolution No. F-5-24/90
dated 14th September 1990 published in Gazette of
India dated 20 October 1990. A copy of the same is
available at Appendix-C. They would be given NIOS
Certificate/Diploma, as the case may be on successful
completion of the course.



